MEMOIR OF

‘«If the progices of ancminent architect in the
erection of some magnificent structure be worthy
of inspection, and if censure be unwise, when the
observer’s data for it arc detived from its present
incompleteness, insteud of from acquaintance with
his secret plan of operation, surcly the produc
tions of an infinitely wise Arclitect demand our at-
tention, not mercly because they discover wisdom,
but on tl:io account of our personal interest in
them.  And if it be improper to censure the
former, while we remain ignorant of his design,
and the comparative state of completeness in
which his labours are viewed, it is infinitely more
s0 to criminate the latter; becauee his pfesent con-
duct muy appear contradictory to our conceptiun,
when we ncithier know its antccedence, nor the
end tobe accomplished by it, Tlhe more closel;
we inspect the divine dispensaticus, the greater
wisdotn, design, and connection shull we be ableto
trace, and be all the less disposed to condemn
what we canuot comprehend, Qur love and admi.
ntion will be excited towards the Being who orders
all things according to the most consummate wis-
dom ; and the apparent discrepancies existing be-
tween different cvents, will prove beneficial in
their influence, by cherishing anticipations of the
perfect state, in which we shall no longer see
through a glass darkly. Tlen the beauty and
harmony of the stheme shall be fully manifested
to the irradinted understandings of the ransomed ;
and they seeing His guuduess magnified, and His
wisdom exalted in the consummation of all things,
shall eternally praise Him who has given graceand
glory, “who is glorious in holiness, fearful in
praises, doing wonders.”*

Let these considerations, thérefore, teach all of
us humblencss of ind. Let us be content to
follow Christ as our teacher, and gratefully acknow-
ledge his goodness in the degree of light he has
been pleased to communicate. Let us remember
that though we know only in part, that part issuf-
ficient to conduct us to eternal felicity : and when
removed into a higher state, the darkness which
now encompasses us shall flee away, and we shall
enjoy the light of the Divine countenance forever,
Thenks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.
ANEN. Oxeca.

+ The Rev. Thomas Scott.
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From the Edinburgh Christian Instructor.
Mevom o Drs M'Cuig,

The brief Memorial of Dr. Andrew Thompson, in
the lust Number, may wih propricty be followed up
by a tribute of affecticuate regaud und  veneration to
Dr. Thonias M'Cric.  These two  distinguished men
accorded in principle, as they resembled one another
in certain leading features of mental character  They
contended toge'ker~—the one within, and the other
without thechurch—for the same great truths of our
common Christianity, and for the same pure und
scriptural  scheme of ecclesinstical administration.
For nearly twenty years they lived in habits of un-
interrupted and fricndly intercourse ; and hoth were
removed by death, a8 with the suddenuess of a trans-
latiun, to the resung-place of the spirits of the just,

1t was on the Sthof August, 1875, the denth of Dr.,
M'Crie took place, in the 63d year of Lis age, and
10th of hisministry. His frame, though spparently
robust, had been subject for several years to severe ut-
tacks of tic doulourcauz and eiisypelus; and these.
combined with his constant labours and sedentary
studies, gradually reduced lus streng + In the sum-
merof 1835, however, hic had s» fur recovered his vi-
gour, as to be able to visit ths churches of his com-
muwmon in different parts of the country.  These vi-
sits stem 10 Lave Leen uccompanied wih a special
Licasing from the great Head of the church, and they
are sull remembered wath freshness, us so many parnt-
ing tokens left behind to themn by this fuveured servant
of the Lurd.  From sume {uternal symptowms, he had
felt his constitution giving way ; and te some of bis
friends and relations he expressed himself persuaded,
as Dr. Thomson had done before him, that he would
dic svon and suddenly. He was removed in the full
career of his uscfulnezs—in the full possession of his
mental powers—in the height of his fume—~and at a
peried of hife wlhen we mught have calculated on en-
joying the fruits of Ins labours for years yet to come.
But he had done much; and whether we view him as
an able and useful numster of Christ, or as eminently
“the lustoriographer of the church,” we must say
of him, that he wus truly a great man, and a * mas-
ter in Isracl.? :

In vigour of intellect,extent of literary and theolo-
gical knowledge, independence of thinking, and en-
lightened devotedness to the best of causes, Dr.M'Crie
was equelled by few——surpassed by none. Although
he belonged, ecclesiastically, to a small section of the
Christian church, his life, his taleats, his labours, were
the contmon property of the christian. world, . Al
though not a member of the church of Scotland, and
although deeply concerned on account ofher defections,
he held, with a fiem grasp,.those_gveat .principles on
which her civil establishment rests , and Lis appear-
ances in support .{ these printiples weré ase. enlight-
ened as thoy were disinterested.  1le vwas ordained in
1705, as_a pastor of the Jascuinte, Congregation: in



