
TRfE PRACTICAL BEE,-KEEPEit.

BEI-OULTURE IN THE!
COUNTRY.

Withi the advent of a niew style of pro-
paganda i the county by mneans of tie Bec-
van, the Berks Bee-keekers Association hiope
their èontinued efforts iii the extension and
transmission of knowledge on the subject
niay be further extended to a class thatthey
have not been able to rcach by the ordinary
rnethods, and it redounds to the credit of
our County Council, wlîo doublcd the grant
of previous years Wo enable the Association
Wo purchase the "'IVani" and carry on thle
work amongat our nu-ai population. That
great interest is taken in the niatter, tlic
ziumbers wlio attend the lectures prove, be-
yond a doubt. The xnethods by whicli the
Association works are different from those
followed in conveying instruction ini some of
the other subjects taught by the teclinicai
schools. If amworkingmnaiî decides on start-
ing bee-keeping, the Association advises
bim Wo become a xneînber of fthc iee-keepers'
Association, for which. lie pays 2s. 6d1. perk ar, and for this 2s. 6<1. lie reccives thec

Be-keepers' Record inonthly. This pub-
lication, costs the 2s. 63d., so that the meni-
ber gets thec full value of his subscription
back at once, and lie is also entitled to re-
ceive gra-tis two visits per year froni fthc ex-
pert of the Association, who looks tlirough91

ùu hives, and gives the best practical. advice
on how to proceed. Then ail over the
county there are district advisers, bee-keep-
crs who are old biands in the craft, who, w'ii
and do give beginners fthe benefit of their
practical. experience. So that Wo any oee
who realiy wishes to add a fcw pounds *to
his yearly income at a aiall outlay, I would
sayas the poor curate said to th;e Bishop,
ceKeep becs !" If more hives werc kept
there would be a better stock of fruit, a
larger ci-op of seed for the fariners ; se that
every one benefits by thec extension of the
industry, and I believe that there is no more
profitable stock aînong the minor industries
than becs, aud 'o stock that cai be kept at
less expense a.L labor. If I pass a gardeîî
that bas à few well-kcpt liives in if, 1Iknow
the owner is one of tlic Lest men on thec farm.
This fact has been proved Wo nie many tinies
dnring the past twenty Wo thirty y"ar. The
Association w-as estabished vrith. the prini-
axy idea of hielping tlic cottager and teacli-
ing hirn a better systemn of bee-kceping thau
that foUowçd by his forefathers, who
siiothered their beeswith brimatone Wo s--
cure the honey. AUl this is now cbanged by
those who adopt the mbdern aystcm with
har-framed hives, and -thie be-keeper would

as sooii tlik of cîîttiîîg (1oM.1 his trees te
gatiier lus fruit Us Of dcstroyixîg his becs te,
take the hioney. Leitlier docs lie want lus
'becs to s-aiun ; wliut lie would like for thein
te <de mwotld be to work sti-aiglit away
flîrougli tlie wliole Acason, and neot attempt
f0 su-arîn, as strong, poulous colonies of
becs are tliose fluat fi11 Ui higgest supers,
and stor-e thc licaviet lumîp of- Iioiiey. 'J'lie
publication I iiicntioncd before teamns witlî
information for the novice in bee-kceping-
wlîat to, do and when to do if, ail writfeîî lit
an unde-standa>le style, thnt lie who rnuis
inay read.

'lien auuother point of evenl gi-cater iiu-
poi-tance, te niaiiy fhai the production of
honcey is thc disposai of thec saine. There
the Associationi steps iii wîtlî a hielping band
to ifs nieibers, and ie stili epenirîg up ont-
lets fýr lioney b yesfablisliîg agencies for
thec sale of ienxbýers'lincey iii every centre
of the couîity, s0 tliat tiiere is scarccly a re-
spectable refail establishmient hii the collety
that iiill not sliortly, if it lias iiet already
taken liold of the conunodity. I kîuow the
great bar Wo sfartiîig cottagers iin bce-keep-
ing oui niodern lines is the initial expense of
hive and su-amni; but these saine coffagers
mýanage somnelow te raise the wind to start
pig-keepinig. Now, comparatively, the pig
coets, witli its stye, trougli, tub, and pail,
quite as mucli as the useful modern hive and
the swarni of becs to stock if; but, after
establishing the hive, the cost of mxainten-
anice is coinpaýrati-clNv, vastly in favour of
the becs. Tiiese induetrieus littie creatures
stock their own lîive, board and keep them-
selves, and, even ini the tiret year, if aood

hone scsonfmIsl a surplus for thebe-

keprh wiraoteni requires constant at-
tenltioa if food happens- W be dear, hie
metapliorically cats his hcad off before lie
gefe fat enongu to kili ; ev-eî with the beat
of luck, piggy only resuifs in a enuail mai-gin
of profit t e i kcper. Witu tlue saine in-
vestinent iii becs the profits would be cumu-
lative, as there would be thec natural in-
ci-case by swarxninfg, anîd tîuis incereage could
be sold as stock te start another bee-keeper,.
or ftue becs <Iriveu and nnited te flic bar-
fi-aie colony, thius leaving the hiv'e etrong lit
becs teo into wiiuter quartera, cnsnring
succes fle followng season, and the con-
tenta of the luive appropriafed by the. bee-
keeper, ftue best parts retained for consunup
tion in the winter, the combe soaictd, anud
flue liquor made into, mead (once the princi-
pal beverage of flie islind), while the wax
cait be soid Wo the chemiet or grocer. There-
fore, te the poor cottager who would like to
live rent-free, 1Ieay keep bees, and, if kept
iutelli gntly I1ay, witiioutfearofeontTadic-
tien, fliat the beM (Lut flot piggywil puy
the rent-W. 1Voomiy,WodeEld
Newbury, in <'Newbury Weekly New&"


