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at Iengtb. declined, the resuit "of Mr.'Gibson's services intblat pulpit'for
two Sabbaths wds, that aft&r bis return to Owen' Souind, ie received, an
invitation to 'become their minister. It is not prorpoce'd in this 'short
sketch to.enter into any statement of'the personal grounds on whici he
deterined-doubtless.:after mnany internai. .strucges, and mucli prayerful.
reflectioni--oniee .more to, shift .the scene of his ministry. Could thé ci'r-
cumstances of bis position be dl'sclôsed, o*Vèr which the Veil of silence" muse
lie drawn-this impdrtant, change .in, the plans which he 6ad delierately
and bolemnly formed would be sufficiently accountèd for, if not satisfac-'
torily -vindicated. Suffice it to .say that'hissensitive nature had been stung
by unkinidness, iwhich took' hlm uttèrly, by surprise, and having been
led by. false representations tà suàpect thé existence- of incipient disaffec-
tion amoiigst bis people,. lie regarded this invitation fo a ividée importantU
sphere of usefuiness as openiùg-to -him à door of escape from the heéart-
burnings. which he was il1,-disposed tr 'brave. It was only by* the explan-
ations. that preceded bisfaréwell that lie gscertained the strength of the
unchanged affection of bis. flock, and the .unfeighn-d regret with wvhich tlièy
regardled.Jus removal,,from'them. Thbe mointh of IDecember;-'18-59, found
him ini New York,. as, c permanent sipply" of Houston stireet Con gregation:
ela solitary sojourner" to use his oivn *words 4cin that great Babel-big
family stili1 residing at *0wen- Sound" -(for the approaching closeof th e«
navigationp, for 'the season, had obliged hiA1 to -leave Canada abrupl)-.
ccshut Up tili the returni of spring Èhall open. the way for theïr rejoinmýg
him in.that city."3

lUis entrance on this new ànd'strange sphere instantly surrounded bim
ivitb à multitude, of ar.duo*us dùtieÈ. Depressed by a long vaca4cy, the inte-
rest ith. whiéh.he was now associated heedèed'tbe'eon-stant care of à foiter-
ing hand'.. 11e girded birïiseif with'zeal for fulfilling* responsibilitlés to the'
mag,,iuinde -of wbich h.e wàs keenly alive.. H1e nioved arnong thec members

of biflock;, visite& from bouse to bouse; entered ona course of lectures
at th.e. w.eeklyprayer meetiùig; op enedý classe s fôr the .religious instruction,
of the.-you-ngof both séxes; and .iervec.hitnself besides 7for the energeeio
occupancy of -the pulpit_ is, soliceitudes an d la'bors soon began to, teill on
a fra m*ee which bad been previously enfeebled and -disordlered by àagitation,
anxiçty, ýand excitement. On the second Sabb'atbi of 'Mardi, hé dispensed
the Lord's. Supper to. bis people,. and duriùg the following, Week lie feit
unwell,, and'be.came -ivorse as, -the iveek advaniced. .Before' this, bis wife

bad ~jnçl lmand found him pale and ill. On the Sabbathfollowin
the Communion, ..he wIènt_ to: 'the puflpit svith considerable misgiving.
Duriifg- tbe service he fèlt confused and ili, "and Wvas obliged to, draw bis'
discourse, abruptly to a close. The tension of bis. physical and mental
energi es .baAl. excêeded the mxeasure of bisstrqngth;- ahid brain disease of
a virulent type ensued. After saveral:'days of intense &uffering, bis'
mental powers gave ivay; and with the exception of a few short luci4
intervals (in one of wbich he sent messages of love to bis family, together
with bis earnest dying entreaty, that eacb indivi-dual membeÉ of it would
mnake qure of an interest in the Saviour's sacrifice), ivere not restored tili


