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- emaes - electioht " ” e ‘Eust. “The ono g0 lost Amonca, the otber. aavod tho | ble of oxncunon. mnnnoal to the-ictorests of Erglangd,
-~ oA~ AAAAAAnnar || Caraatie When asked in. tho-Honso of Comiony whethei ho
' INDIA. ) ) Afior bim come Lord Cormvallu, wbo avinced both | would ueo-hia influence with the Xoitotto- ‘promite the

o cOuntry to which the eves of Great Britein

moro immediately tarn at present is India—thp 1and
of barbnno poarl and goid,” and of all that s gor

geous and gay in the ‘natural as well* ag the artificial
world. The avents which are there daily developing
themselves necossarily recall the past, and suggest a
rotrospent of tho career of thoso bold and energetio
meu, whp, from timo to timo liave enabled us to ac-
quise and consolidate dominion over 141,000,000 of
poople of various blood aud varidus retiglog ; who
havo given us a torritory extending some 2100 miles
from .Cashmere to Cape Comorin, and some 1500
miles from the mouth of the Indus to the mountain
ranges eastward of the Barumputu, covering an area
of np less than 1,300,000 rquare miles. Let us
briefly pass in review the men who did this, a3 they
successjvely appeared on the grand arena whexa their
decds have oun‘ounded their names with an. balo of
undy!og glory.

Alexander was tho'first to revea! to Laropo the
splendor of Iudxa, when Lis armies fyst penetraled the
Pd injub, mu18 [ban three centyries betora the. Chris. .
tian era. In tho eleventl century, howasver, Constan-
tioopls beld tho trads, and worked tho secrets of 6.
nagce . then came the I(aluns, who ousted tho Turks;
then tko I’orluguose, then the French, and then the
Engiish, when Thomas Cavendish and Capt. Raymond
openeG the door to a joint stock company, placed
uoder the direction of 5 commizted of fiftgen. Macau-

. Iay tells us chat the Hoaourable Company #us incor
porated by England’s greatest Queen on the last day
of the sixtesnth century ; and onthe 2d of iiay, 1601,
asmall trading fleet seiled from Torbay under the
command of one James Lancaster, who arrived at
Sumatra and there dropped lus anchor, In this man.
ner oor comme;..c with thp Bast commenced, and from
this small bepinning it has gradually growa to the
wonder{ul power which it now represents. In 1612
we fiod the iraders at Surat protect:d by Jamesl.,
andin 1680 uo_.n) a3 ceded to the Compavy !n
Clmles s i “In’ 1707 Calwlta becaige a presidency ;
but it %as in 1698 xhat Lhe nval companies than t:'au-
ing f5 the'East combined under the name of the Uui-
ted Eist India Company. The first foothold acquired
from a native Kiog argse from ths skiil of the doctor
of a mcrchantmau io eaving lhe ife of & beautiful
princess.

It was in tte carlier part of the seventecnth centory .
that Clive, the Napoleon of the East, ross frorn the
position of aclerk ta be the founder of the Biitish
XEaypire ia India. When be commesnced his career as
commander be ‘'was about tho same age as the * Litile
corporal” when chief of the grand aimy of ltaly ; and
althaugh comparat:ve]y inexpericnced 1 military af-
fairs, yet his penius won for bim a succession of victo-
xies that’ astonished the world. He was emphaticaly
the man of the time. The Nabob of Arcot was tue
first to eacounter bim—he 10 whom Borke has given
& deatbless fawe. It was at tkis period tkat Hallibor-
ton beaa to form and diid the sepors into soldizrs,
and from the Litle band of 1rcaps thes called into,ex.,
ercise, hes sprung up an Indian aray now uumbex’fng‘%
275,000 rative soldiers. Clive came back to England
full of rickes ard konour, bat being di .. pointed cf a
seat ia Pariiament he returned t5 India, the Honour-
able Compzny appoiuting bim t0 tte governorship cf
Fort St. David. Then came the Hatilo of Plassey, to
revenga the horcors of the Black Uole ¢f Caloutta—
Sizty thousand men of the §:'11al nzbob were Lroken
Iike a reed, 2td Ciive immorts.”ed his name by the
loss of only tweaty-two mem. Agamn ke cace to
Eogland, leaving all quiet beliad h-m, and agaia he
returned to Indm, to end a0 existence rendered iato-
lerable by the persevering slanders of bis enemies.

Clive'was succeeded by Warren Hastings-—another
great man, whose genias, howevss, was rather aca..
pistrative than miiitary. Mo amived ia Bengal in
1750, and, liko Clive, commenced lis ciceer as a
writer, and by bis energy and abllity stecdily ascend-
ed the adder of fzme. There was a sirength aad
comprebenriveness in the mind o” Hastings which wo
cannot bat admire.  All that he did bove the i impress
of snpcrmnty. “Whethes zendiag dispatches ia quills
formed mlo ear-nggs, 20 eluds dclecuon whea bis hfo
wasio danger, or_ raling the destinies of India with an
exhaasted t:ca.sury, or defendiong himself against anine
yeany' pemcuuon, o evioced the sigoet of a great
miad. Chi ve and Halunnt wers lhe greatost Gover
nors- General of India; and while Lord Cornwallis
was allowing the empire of the West .0 sap out of his
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generalsblp and governorsbip, but in 1793, after six
yearq’ bard fighting with Tippoo Saib, be made way
for Sir, John Shore, who was suddenly convertcd into
an Irish peer, and in a very sbort time made n‘)om'
again for Lord Teignmouth.  This peer does:not seem,

‘to bave distinguished bimeelf, when.the Company ap-:

pmu!ed Lord Mornington, the elder brother of tho’

Iroo Duke. Ho was a pervonage imbued with somes

tbing of the spirit of Clivo and Hastings : buy be, in

bie turn, gate place to Sir George Barlow, who was
succecded by a beiter wao in Lord Miuto, Thiais

be whose reign of pover was noted for naval oxpioits.

He took Java from tbe French, and was successful.
against tho Isle of Irance ; but at Mncao and -Bocra

Tigeis bo sigoally failed.

In 1818 the Marquis of Hastings became the next
Goveraor General of Indw, who, .folloring in the
path of bis illustrious predecessor of the eame name,
squerzed the Treasury of Qude to supply tho means
of hquidating the Company’s dgbt. He disiinguuhed
bimself by dijosganisieg and dispersing the immonse
baedit bordes of Pindareces who for years bad plun-
dered and robbed *nd spread teiror and devastation
wberever thowr horsemen charged. After him came
Earl Amlerst, who guccessfully carned on the Bar-
wab war, when, i 1838, Lord Auciland was ap-
pointed 2o the belm of affaws. He beld it till 1841,
af er having enganed in the fatal Affzhan campeign,
in which disgruace succeeded disgrace to such a degreo
as even to zitonish tho natives. Al the Lorrors of
Indiiz warfare were experienced duriog this brief
campaign.  Twentysix thousand buman beiogs pe-
rished in the cowarlly affair of the passes, to the
eternal dishonour of those who failed to show them-
sclvas woxtby cf their official position.

1,014 Eilenborough was the next Governor-Ganera! |
of Indis. He awsumed the reias in 1842, and by bis
eble management during the Afizban campaign won
laurels from the aimy as well as ('om those who offi-
cially held the reins of power. Eves .be Duke of
Wellington eulogised bim among the Peers; but bis
lofsy individuality end authoritative language offended
the digaity of the Courl of Ditectors, who dlsplayed
their exorbitant power by recalling Lim in direct op-
posiion to the wishes of the Government. After him
came Sir Heory Hardinge, the iate Commbnder-in
Chief, whoso activity and energy made him both fiiends
and foes. s administration was marked by several
reforms. He modified the daty on salt, and abolished
Lord Beatmck’sorder of flogaing, and with szch sup-
porters as Sir Cbas, Napier, Sir Hugh Gough, and Sir
Harry Jmith, he conquéred the Punjaub, compelung
tha S.kbs to surrender thei~ swords and bow to the
authority of Great Britzin, In 1848 hs was succeeded
by Lord Daluoasie, who, as soon as he arrived at Go-
vermnent House, plunged into war. “he battle Seld
of Chithanwallabis siill rod witk the blood of 14e sons
of Eagla®. Dering his reign four Lingdoms we-e
annexed 1o the ewpire—ibe Punjaab, in 1849 ; Bare’
mak; ‘o 1852; Nagpore, ‘3 1054 ; and last, thouph
not least, Qude, a tews days before he left India for
Eunzlaad. Under bis auspicas, too, were introduced
the two greatest inventions of 1he present century—
the telegraph and the railroad. Lovd Cavning bas
succeeded him, bt upon bis administration it is &till too
carly to enter. ~—ZTuaden Standard. oo

R

“HE SUE4 CaNAL.

Of tbe magnificent projacis néw in ontemplation
to tosow the whole ca.th opex to all nations, none s
more worluy of attenuon than the schemo of usiling
the waters of tho Mediterranezn and Red Szas by a
cznal cut cron tke labmos of Suez. This underia-
kinz Las for many years cpgaged the attention of a
French gentleman, M. Furdinaid de Lesseps. His
plan is matured cod bas recowved the sanction of the
reianing Viceroy of 1igypt; the wbole line has been
carcfully sorveyed, and the esiimated cos‘ bas been
put down at £6,430,030. The proposed chzglh of this
Dantimoe <anal fiom Suez to Pulmlom, in a direst line,

‘wiil be thizty leagucs, 13 widih one handsed metres,

and is depth eizbt, extending suffciently lar into tha
two seas by means'of Jettles, to obtaia the depth ne-
ceesazy to enatlo ships to cote, waibout difficolty, ha-
wing an inland post i tle natara: bava of Lake Tim-
sab. Itis preeu:ned tbat the vholo work might be
ccmpletod in six years.

1%, de Lessops Hes vasited England to test tho feeling
of otx Chambers of Commerce, aud of ost pxlacipal
mercannls citizs, and bo has xeceived & very encoura-
ging respo0ss to bis appeal; but Liord Palmerston has
d_cnoup_c:ed‘: tho enterpriso ay ampracticalle, or, if cagty,
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object,, ho answewd decidedly in the negative, aver
ring thaut wagouc paloy ‘o sustain=and -itivigorate
Turkey; bot .tho .canst.would-render:Egydt-wholly
indepepdent pfitho Sultan. Avotber objection' 1y, thag
- would facilitats. an invasion-. of; British. India“by &
coalivgy, of.the , maritime powery: ofzContiriental {Eq«
ropey, but:it is answered that:the rulor of Egyptiwould
be omppwored o close the-canal in time of+war as
the Gultan iy now authorised to shut tho Straife-of
\hu;badmu\\os. Tho subject being now belore Par.
lmmeq( it foirly becomos ons of the debsteabls topics
of ‘the day, and we shall endeavour to givevall-the
maiorial pomts of this controvers¥ in a coadeused
form.
All, the great men who bave conquered Egypt or
rel nqd in it, bave recogaiscil the wiility of a junotion—
betneen tbe Mediterranean aud R:d Seaw. It engas -
ged the attention of Sesosiris, Alexander the Great

wWre 1w

. Julius Cmear, the Arab congqueror, Amrou, Napoleon k.,

end Mehemet Ali. DL Lebeau in his % Historio -du-
Bas Empire” has reconlod the following mterestug,
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*¢ The coast at Farma (a towa a little to tho east of .
Pelusium, on ths Mediteriunean) was only 70° miles™
distaut from the Red Sea. This snace was awvery -
smootb plain, slightly elevated above Cue lovel of tha.
»two seas. Amrou formed the design of unidpg them.
by a ¢3nal, which'hoe would bave filled with thetwatesun
of the Nile ; but Omar baving opposed it from foar'of -

opening 2o onirauce into Arabia for the ships of the,
Curistians, Amron turned bis thoughits in another dis, .
rection. Xbere wasau ancient canal, called Trajanus o,

Auwnis, which Adrian caused 10 bs brought, from-the
Nilo to Babylon, in Egypt, as for as Pbharbotus, now
Belbeis. He met at this placo wib aoother canal,.
commenced by Nechos, and contiaued by Darius By

taspes, and tho two together discharged thﬂme.ves in~

to a Iagoon of salt water, at the oullct of wbich Prolo....

mey Philadelphus cansed a Jarge 1rench to.bs. madej
Which conducted tho waters as far .as the tawn of 1Ar~
snoe, or Cleopatris, at that part of the. gulf.-=where-
Suez now stands.” . -
Awrou did not pastake of ‘the fears eo long and
genurally entertained that tho waters of the Red Sea |
were hlghcr tban the soil of Eavpt; he opeued a-
paseane for «u o by canalisation, and thus transported
the corn .o B ypt into Arabia. Tbhat canal 1s now
called Ch ., passing through Gairo, but it stops at..
tho lageon called the Lake of Sbeib. The remainder,
as fa1 as tae Red Sea, is filed up, though.some traces..
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of the old c..noel are yet disting uuhable. *Ths sup~ «
posed difirence of level bcmeon the two seas.was .. -

disproved by the English in 1840 by -the barometer,
and thu fact 1oduced Privcs Metternich, jo. 1848.
to exbort Mekemot Ali to cut through the isthmus,

Iu 1833 thie French enaiaeers confirmed the equality ...
of the les'c.ls, and this dreaded impediment being ..

removed, 1t is no longer permisaible to assert that the -
project i3 impracticable, whatever doubts may bo -
entertuned o3 o its profitablencss. as & pecupiary
ipvestment. .y
Among the marizime rccommendatxons of thisun<
dcrmk*n;: it 15 urged that st would storten the distance

between Lurope and the extreme regions ‘of the East v
by 2000 lcagues, and 2 vorape of five -months wonl@ 4~ *
be 1~ *~ced to two ; thus cconomi-ing freight, insurance & ~
the wages of seamen, and the wearand tear of versols =

Ar. Aoderson has, entercd into minute caleslations -
ca this branch of the sobject. He compates the dis
tance from the E-gliso Chanzel to Calcutts, vi-the

. Cape of Good Hope, b) the route.taken by the . best- -

saling \esscls, at 18,000 miles; and by the Mediterza«
near, the Red Seg, and the lndun Ocean, at about

8000 miles; so tbat tho savang in distance.by the lat. -

ter cource o7 Lcansit amountsto f000 miles, By tho

Cape xoute to Bombay lbe distanco, is.abans 11,500 -

miles, and bv t5e, Red Sea 6200, .showing a -gain og-
5300 miles. Mr. Andcmn comsidors that in a politica)
point of viuw the English Goveroment would derive
incalcalable advacsages from ths.caval . & From

% Malta,” ho scys, “ troops would be, transported to
“ Bombay in threo weeks, 1o, Ceylon .and Madrasin
¢ thirts-five, days at most, ansiead, of  the..four or five
* montbs_now n-qni.ed by a.sailing,vessel.. Uadaz

“ guch circumstances it would sequire. scarcely half
“ tha numbee of En"luh ~troaps foe.the .effjciant . goe
¥ veramert cf Indm. “The facility for dupatching
“ ships of war wih munitions ,and. men wopld thus

*tynzreaso the 5lab|aly of Bmwb pawers while the cost-
.4 would be qonnderablr d:mmnbed ** At this eriticay

;nncture the forco of :Lis  argument wifl be duly ag-



