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and grow very luxuriantly all the ycnrlon pain of forfeiture of their bequests,
round.  We are very pleased to hear that | and the reign of crape will soon be ended.
we are being remembered in your prayers, | Our kindred whom God hag taken 1o
and beg that you will continue so to ve- | Himsolf are walking in white before the
mombor us.  1will be glad to hear from | throne, They aro waving palms of vie-
you, and will write again some other time, | tory. and singing songs of thauksgiving,
Very sincerely yours, Why then should wo wear black and sing

Littig Macrag, | dirges? We can not help feelineg lonely

! uutf sad, when we mizs the familine face,

and hear no more of the voiee thet was so

WEARING MOURNING. aweet to ourears.  But the Guspel forlads

i the indulgence of sclfish sorrow. [t teach-

A correspondent in the Ierald and ¢sus to do our own lifework more zal-
Presbytery says:—Henry Ward Beccher ; ously, beeause there is one less to help us,
showed his appreciation of a great and  und the recent denth admenishes us that
growing evil by directing his family not to  wo too must die.  The best way to honor
wenr mourning when he died.  This cus- | our sninted dead is to he more saintly in
tow is heathenish  If our friends lave our spivitand ourlives,  The money need-
gone to heaven and ave happy with the ' Jessly spent in wourning apparel” would
Lord, why should we go about for months ! gustain hendveds of wissionarics, and print
clad in the habiliments of hopeless grief 7| millions of Bibles. — Sel. )
‘I'he Forum has a suggestion on this sub-
ject which I wish to commend to the con-
sideration of your readers. It says:—
T'his pnssionnte wourning, whih, instead
of being hidden in thedepthsof the heart, . Seeurity depen’s upon living cloge to
is obtruded upon the notice of cvery | Jesus. The soldier who keeps the ranks
passer-by, how shall it lLe made to har- | on the warch, and lehind the ramparts
monize with the belief that the good who  durinyg the assault, is commonly safe; the
die are infinitely happier than they were ! stragglers ave apt to be picked up by the
before? To don the sable weeds of ! enemy. To this latter class in our churches
mourning beeause some one we love has | belong the casualties and the disgaceful
been promoted from this world of painand | desertions which so often shock and shawe
temptation to an cternity of peace is, to  us.  Among this class of backsliders mre
say the least, strangely inconsisteut; ! the ready victims of the temper-- the men
while to tell all the world that, despite ! who betiay pecuniary trusts, and the weak-
our loved one's immensurable gain, we can ‘ kneed time-servers who suceumb in tiv es
only think of our own loss, is to proclaim ! of hard pressure, and the deserteis who
our se.fiskness with a frankness which is ! slip away from God's worship through
as unworthy as it is unnecessaxy. In this | broken Sabbaths, aud all the votaries of
matter of crape-wearing it would seem ! self-indulgence who keep their names on
that the older countries of the world ' church rolls, and yet are mostly found in
nmight, with advantage, sit at the feet of | the haunts of * Vanity Fair.” Drifting
Australin and Now Zealand, and learn | away from Gud, they fall into the hands
from those young colonies alesson of which ¢ of the adversary. Need a Christian ever
the forwer are much in need, In both | slip or stumble ¢ Need he ever walk in
those comitries the announcement of u ! the dark, or lose the rall of his assurance?
death, in the press, is often followed by | No; not if helives close to Christ, ga close
these significant words: *“By wish of the ; that the Shepherd’s eye is ever en him,
deceased, his relatives will not wenr  and the iight of Christ’s countenance il-
mourning.” Agnin this suggests a still lumines his path, and the Almighty nrm
more efficacious method of abolishing the ! is over within reach. Brother, if you or
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practice. As the world well kuows, there | £ evor lose Christ, it is not beecause He
are no injunctions so scrupwlourly olieyed ! has driven us away, or hidden Himself
as those which rich testatrrs lay upon ‘ from ug; it is hecause we have been <rawn
the recipients of their bounty. Let it, | away from Him. There is no more neces-
then, become the rule that among the ! sity that we should back-slide than there
clauses of every will shall be included one | is that we swallow strychnine.— s, T, L.
enjoining the legatees to wear no wi.pe, ! Cuyler.



