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fiuiled to notice the fearful volleys or oaîtis whichi the
oxeil-drivers butrlil ttheir tearns, but for ingenious fliglbts
of fanicy profaiîiy 1 have neyer met the equal of ni>
host. W~iîIî the tiiost perfect good-nature and iiintiioved
cotintenance lie uttcred florid blaspheniies, whicb, 1
thmnk, must have takein hours ta invenî.

1 was glad whicn bcd-urnie came, to he rclicved of bis
presence, and csjiccially pleased wlicn lie took mue ta
the little separate building in which was a narrow single
bed. Next this building on the left was the cook-housc
and1 dining-rooni, and upon the riglit la>' bis owii sleep-
inig apartinent. Directiv across tbe -square, and flot
more îlîan sixty fect off, wvas the gate of the corral,
whivih, ienc mioved, creaked on ils rusty hinges iu the
n.ost dismnal minner.

As 1 lay upon rny bed 1 could hecar Kawcali occa-
sionally statut ; the snoring of the Chinanian on one
side, and the low inunblcd conversation of niy host and
his squaw on the other. 1 feit ilo inclination to slccp,
but lay Ilbere in hall-do,.e, quite conscious, yet wvith-
drawn froni the present.

I thimik it miust have been about cleven o'cloek w~lîen
I hieard thc claucer of a couple of horsemen, wbo gI-
loped upi to illy hosî's building and sprang to the
grounid, thecir Spanish spurs ringing on the stone.

1 sat up inl bcd, grasped iy> pistol, and listcned. *I'hc
peach-tree next niy window rustlcd. rhei liorsch moved
about so rcstlcssly that 1 heard but litie of the conver-
sation, but that tinte 1 found of personal interest to niy-
self.

1 give as nearly as I can rernenber the fragments of
dialogue between miy host ani the mian whom 1 reroj'-
niz'ed as the eider of îny two robbers.

WVhei, did lie corne ?
"Wall, the suni right: have been about four hotirs."
Has his horse give out? "

I failed to hear the answer, but was tcmipted to shout
out, "lNo! "

"Gray coat, buckskin breeches." (My dress.)
"Going to Mlariposa at seven in the mormiing."
1 guess I wouldn't, round herc.*"

A low niutered soliloqu>' in Spanish wound up ivitha
growl.

"No, Antone, îlot within à mile of the place."
"'Stà bue i'."
Ont of tlie cornprcssed jumble of the final sentence 1

got but tbe one word, Ilbuckshot."
T'he Spaniards mountcd, and tlic sound of their spurs

and lior-ses' hoofs souni died away in the north, and 1 lay
for haîf an hour revolving ail sorts of plans.

'lle safest course seenied to be to slip out lu the
darkniess aud fly on foot ta the nioutains, abandoning
nîy good Kaweah ; but I thoughit of lus noble run, and
it seeuiied to flic so wrong t0 turn my back on hini, that
1 resolved ta unite our fatc.

1 rose cautiously, and, holding my watch up to the
moon~, found that twelve o'clock had just passed, then
tiking frorn my pocket a five-dollar gold piece, I laid il
uîuin tlîe stand by nîy bcd, and lu m>' stocking-feet,
wmîth my clothes in ,ny lîands, started noisclessly for the
corral.

A fierce bull-dog, whio had shown no disposition to
ni tke friends 'vith nie, boundcu frorn the open door of
the proprietor t0 iny side. Iustcad of tcaring me, as I
had cxpectcd, he lickcd iny bauds and faîvncd about niy
fecî.

Reaching the corral gate, I dreadcd opcning it at
once, rcnîcmbcring the rusty hinges, so I hung my
clothes upon an upper bar of the fcnce, and, cautiously
lifting the latch, began t0 push back the gate, inch by
inch, an operation wvhich required nie eight or ten
minutes; then I îvalkcd up t0 Kaweah and pattcd him.

I-is mianger wvas enmpty ; lie liad pickced upr tht' last ker-
nel of birley. -

'lli crcaturc's niauner wvas full cf curiosity, as if lie
hiad miever been approaclied iu tlie nighit hefore. Sup.
pre.ssing bis ordinary whinuying, lie l)reserved a mîotion-
less, statuc-like silence.

I was min lerror lest by a neigh, gr sortlie nervous inove-
nient, lic shotild awakcn (lic sleeping proprietor and ex-

'l'lie corral anîd the open square wcre hialf covered
with Inose stones, and when 1 tliought of tlîe clatter of
Kawcah's shocs 1 cxpeîicuîced :, feeling of troubîle, and
agi îîîeditatcd rumîîng off un foot, until tlie idea struck
une of mtmffling tlîc iron fcet.

Ordinarily Kaweah would not allowv me to lift bis fore-
feut at ail. 'l'lie two blacksmiths who shod him liad
dfonie so at the perdl of their lives, and whencvcr I hid
attenipted ta pick up his liind feet lie liad warnied uie
away by dnngerous stanmps ;sO I al)proaclied hini vcry
tiiinidly, and %vas surpriscd t0 find that lie allowed nie ta
lift ail four of lus fect %vithout the sligbtest objection.
As 1 stoopcd down lie noscd nie over, and nibbled play-
ftilly i nîy lit. Iii constant tlread lest lie slîould nuake
soine noise, I luurried t0 inutile his f'ore-fccî îvitli ni),
trousers and shirt, and tlien, witli ratiiher more care, ta
tic tipon lus lîind léet iy coat and (lrawers.

Knowving nothing of the country ahead of me, and
fearing that I nuiglît again have to run for it, I deter-
nîincd at ait cost ta %vater lîir. Groping about the cor-
ral and barn, and at last finding a buckcît, auid descend-
ing throtigli the darkncss to the sîreamn, 1 brought hini a
full drauiglt, which lie swallowed eagerly, wbcn I ticd
my shocs on tlue saddle-pomrnel, and led the hor:-e
slowl-y out of tlîe corral1 gate, holdinig hini firmly by the
bit, and feeling bis nervous brcaîh pour out upon nîy
hand.

Miecn uve had uvalked perlîaps a quarter of a mile, I
stoppcd and listcncd. Ail uvas quiet, the landscape lying
briglit and distinct in fuîll moonlight.

I unLound the wrappings, slîook froni îlîem as much
dust as possible, dresscd nîyself, and tben mounting,
startcd norîhuvard on the Mariposa trait with coiJýcd
pistoi.

In the soit dust ive travcllcd noisclessl>' for a mile or
so, passîng froin open country mbt groves of ont, and
îlîickets of chaparral.

%V'ithout warning, 1 suddoiry~ camne upon a snmouldcr-
ing fire close by the trait, and in the shadow dcscried
two sleeping forms, one strctched on lus back snoring
hcavily, tlue other lying upon his face, pillowing bis bcad
upoii foldcd arras.

1 lield my pistol aimcd at one of the wrctches, aîîd
rode by uithout: awakening tlîem, guiding Kaweah in
the thickcest dust.

It keycd me up t0 a higli piteh. 1 turned around in
the saddle, leaving Kaweah to follow the trail, aîid kcept
nuy cyes rivcîed on the sleeping forms, until thcy were
lost in distance, and then I felt sale.

W'ue gallopcd over many miles oO trait, enjoying a sun-
risc, aud cnnme at last t0 Mariposa, where 1 deposited
nîy gold, and then went to bcd and made up nuy loss
of sleep.

A CATAMAPAN.-Captain Brown, of the brig Eimira,
uvhich latcly arrived at Portland, lrorn Cuba, when
twenty-four houts out ftomn Cardeuias, picked up a live
cat scatcd on a bale of goods uvhich was drifting ini the
sea. She w~as cvidently the survivor of a wreck, and
though she exlîibited a ravenous appetite, she appeared
ta be in ver>' good case.
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