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GJA“ quotstions, unless otherwise apecified, are whole.
e for such quantities as are usually taken by retall
dealers, and are subfect to the usual reduction on large
quantities and to cash discounts.]

AURICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS AND BINDER

W I8E.~There has been a brisk demand for
binder twine. At o foiw country points the
supply of twine wentout so fast, that beforo
dealors were awaro of it, the twino wasall

ne and some delay was caused to harvest-
ing boforo new supplies could be got in.
JTheso delays are not the fault of the whole-
sale trade, as there has been plenty of twine
here, and the neglect has been with the farm-
ors thomsolves, who delayed securing their
twino until the last moment. Tho Massey-
Harris Co., who are the largest handlers of
twino direct to the farmors, say they brought
in sbout threo t:mes as much twine as thar
orders called for, and still their supplies ran
short at o fow points, but they wore able to
roplenish stocks quickly whore necded.
Merrick, Anderson & Co., also say they have
had no difficulty in filling all orders from the
trade, and they believe thero w.ul be no short-
ago. The amount of twine required this year
is vastly in oxcess of pravious years, and 1t 19
fortunato that the supply has not run out.
The light eropin Ontario Yoﬂ, alargo quantity
cof twino available for the West, wiich would
otharwise have been required in the East.
Sales of binders have also been Inige—much
larger than was expacted. Owing to the
very heavy straw, many furmers had to
abardon their old machines and buy new
ones, a3 old machines, which would have
worked fairly well in a moderate crop. wore
not able to cupe with the rank growth of this
year. Aachine men have bad a very busy
time supplying pieces. Bdany farmers are
just like many business men, they leave
evorything until the last minute. Asare
sult, when thoir crop was ready to cut they
began to got their binders ready aand found
that thoy were in need of various pieces before
they could start work, and they all wanted
to bo served at once. Outside of the enor-
mous gale of twine and the large sale of bind-
ers, the seasons trado in other lines of farm
implements and machinery has not been
heavy. A good many threshers will likely
be sold yet.

BoOTS AND SHOES.— The Canadian Shoe
and Leather Journal says ‘—** Manufacturers
seem woll pleased with the way orders bave
¢ome in for fall gonds, whatever may be their
ideas as to the profits of the present season's
operations, Fall business was never known
to bo in 43 advanced a position at this time
of the year. There has been little difficulty
in securing the advance in prices made from
timo to timo during the season. The ship-
ments from Montreal and Quebeo for Juno
aid July, were large. than for years.”
garding leather the Journal says that stocks
are small and ptrices fim.

DRrY GOODS.—In the local market a very
fair busi :ess is reported. In the clothing
and furnishing branches Winnipeg houses
are already sonding out fall orders, and
orders taken are much in advance of the past

two years, There has been 2 good demand

for cheap lines of clothing, overalls, etc., due
to tho béginning of tho threshing season.
Cottom fabrics are very firm. Raw cotton is
now higher than it has been for some years.
In the United States print cloths are very
sttong and ginghams ave e higher at latest
réports. Anmaer 5 per cent. advance, the
sécond this month, has been announced by
tho Canadigin Colored Cotton Mills Co. Seam-
1uss cotton bais have also béen advanced 50¢
per bale. The advaice in cottons noted
covers tickibgs, denims and coloréd goods.
‘Woolen manufacturersare taking orders now
for next spriig’s tradeé; and the nvw sahiples

shown, particularly in Canadinn tweeds for :

next spring and summer, ave said to be the
best ever shown in point of quality.

Fisit —Local jobbing prices for fresh fish
are as follows:—DBritish Columbia salmon,
146 ; Lake Sugcrior trout, 96 ; whitefish, tic ;
pickerel, 8¢; finnan haddies, 7o; kiypore(i
goldoyos, B0o doz. Very little dving in salt
fish.

GREES FruiTs, — Blueberries are now over-
ripo and are slow sale, being too soft to ship.
Poaches wore temporarily scarce, but sup-
plies will be in again in car lots by Monday
or Tuesday. Prices ate firmer and are ox-
pected soon to rule a little higher. The car
of British Columbia plums reforred to last
weok arrived at the expected tume. The fruit
was in fair condition on arrival, but these

lums do not scom to have the keoping qual-
ity of Washington and Oregon plums. ‘This
may have been due to the manuer of packing,
and perhaps the fruit was over-ripe when
shipped. At any rate, the plums began to
got soft in & very short time. They sold at
$1.15 to 81.25 per basketb at the start, but the
balance had to bo cleared « ¥ at 50¢ per basket
and upward asto condivon. More care 1n
packing is ovidently required on the part of
the British Columbia shippers. Caliiornia,
Malaga and Tokay grapes are abundant, as
aro also southern Concords, Lemons
aro gotting scarcer, as stocks of Messina fruit
are running low. Verdilla lemons will bo
the hext varioty, & very hara fruit which s
not a popular sort. Bananas are scarce.
Plenty of southern apples are comiug in,
Apples, it is thought, will bo abundant, not-
withstanding the reported short crop im
Eastorn Canada. The crop is large in some
parts of the United States and in England
and Euorope the erepis the largest for many
yeoars, so that there will not be as much ex-
port demand for Canadian apples as usual.
This being the casa the price will not likely
be high, notwi :standing the liglt crop.
Prices are. Californin oranges, Mediter-
ranean sweot and late Valercias 8t to
84.25 per box as to sizo; Messina lemons,
$6.50 to 87 per box ; banansas, $2.25 to §3 per
bunch as to s1ze; California peaches 81.85 to
$1.50 per box ; California and Oregon plums,
$1.40 to1S1.50 per box; Cahforma and
Oregon pears, $3.00 t0 £3.50 per box ; southern
apples, $8.75 to $4.25 per barrel; southern
concord grapes, 65¢c per 8 Ib bagket; Cali-
ornia grapes, tokays $£3.00 to $8.25 per

crate; do. Malaga, $3.00; tomatoes, $2.50
per bushel and 81.10 per 20 b,
baskot ; Watermelons, $£3.50 to $4.00 per
dozen; Blueberries, 4 to 3¢ per 1b.
a3 to quality, the lower price for
barks and large, roogh packages. Layer
figs, 101b boxes, 15¢ per pouga. do., 14

ounce boxes, S1.5U per dozen. Dates, 7 to
73c a 1b. Watermeolons are now vory soft.
HARDWARE.—There is an improved de-
raand in the local trade and dealers expect
this will continue during the fall. The gon-
eral tendency is to advance prices, and it is
the opinion in the trade that high water
mark has not yet been reached in the matter
of prices. It will be a long time in all prob-
ability beforo pricesagain reach the low level
that thoy wero at before the late turn in the
markets. - Probably many years will elapse
before prices touch as low as they wcre at the
bottoin of the late dopression in iron and
steel and other hnes. Manufacturers wero
forced to sell during the depression, andin
many cases they sold under cost. We report-
ed last Week the advance of 40¢ in manufae-
turers’ pricésof cut nails, which was a big
jump all at ofice. The advance of five per
connt. also noted last week in wire nails is the
third advance in this line since the first of
Janudry. Tocal dealers roport a brisk de-
mand for threshers’ supplies, including end-
Ioss belts, steamn fittings, etc. A telegram
from Cleveland, Ohio, this week, say. :

There 1 a stir i the pig 1ron market, Pig
iron b» dvanced 81 1o the last threo days
and 13 now quoted at 815,50 per ton, which is
the highest point reached since 1890, when it
sold at 824,50  This advance has long been
expected by tho manufacturers, owing to the
demand for pig iron, which is tho basis of all
grades of iron and steel. .\ goneral rise in
prices may also bolooked for alongthesehne.™
Eastern mannufacturers have also advanced
barb-wire, plain twisted wire and staples, 25c
per 100 1bs to 83.23  This price includes
delivery in thooastorn provinces, but no fixed
prices are made for Manitoba and tho west,
manufacturers having no agreemont =2s to
prices here, and competition is open. The
advance east was made in sympathy with
higher prices in tho United States, the low
prices last year having been forced by com-
petition from United States manufacturers
whn were selling their goods in Canads, and
prices had to be cut down to keep thom out

LussiEr, —The local lumber trade has been
vory slow for tho last two or three weeks,
probably owing to the fact that all available
help is ongaged in the harvest, and aftor the
harvest there will bs & rush for lumber
fall work. The report eirculated a short time
ago that a western lumber dealer would move
to Winnipeg and open business here, has not
materiahized. A now feature has developed
in the lumbe: trade at the Lake of the
Woods, Theo mills there have been cutting
sume lumber to ship east by rail to Fort Wil
liam and thence by water to Chicagoand
other points, There is not much money in
this trade, owing to the lung railnay haul b
Lake Superior, but it helps to keep the mills
going, and the railway company has made a
rate w hich euables thie shipiuents tv be made
at o shaving of profit, The stuff wanted for
this trade is low grades, and it has to be cut
to order

PaINTs, O1LS, ET¢.—White leads are very
firm. Glass is also firm. advances being re-
ported abroad. Turpentine is firm, Coal
tar is lower east, The local 1.-arket is quiet
and prices steady.

REFINED PETROUEUM. — The season for
petroleum is again oming in and rates are
incroasini There has been no recent change
in prices here, though prices have been easier
in the United States owing to the weakness in
crade. United States oils were reported 2¢
lower in the Fast, but Canadian oils were
unchanged there. The order made by the
inland revenuo department a short time ago,
proventing the delivery of oil from tauks,
and compelling wholesale dealers to deliver
oil only in original packages, has caused con-
siderable inconvenienco. The o1l can be
brought in in tank cars, butit must bo
barrelled here, and itcannot now be delivered
to retail dealers from tanks. The trouble is
the difficulty in obtaining barrels here, as
barrels will have to b brought in by rail at
a considerable cost, whereas barrels were not
required for the city trade while the tanks
were in use for delivery to retailers. Old
barrels are thereforo in good demend, Prices
here aro e. follows: Silver star, 24ic;
crescent, 274c;: oleophene, 293¢ in barrels.
In car lots le per gallon discount is
allowed off prices in barrels. Uhited States
oils in barrels are quoted at 84n for eocene
and 80c for sunlight.

WHEAT.—Wheat prices have continued to
average lower this week in the leading mar-
kets, such as Now York, Chicago and else-
where, owing tolight export cemand, in-
creasing receipts of spring wheat, and lack of
speculation. In the local market there is no
buying yet, and the condition is much the
sams as reported last wesk. No one shows
any inclivation to touch new wheat. A little
new wheat is marketing at soino Mamtoba
points in the Red river valley mostly and is-
all going into store, there beingho purchnses



