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THE CRITIC.

SNAPS AND SCRAPS.

The English socioty for converting the Jows to Christinnity has an in-
coma of £35,000, aud through its iustrumentality twolve Hebrows wors
baptized lart year. Tho exponse of convertiug a Jow would scom, therofore,
to bo nearly £3000. Whethor this handsome sum is divided botweon the
convertor and converted, or monopolizod by tho former, docs not appear.
If the Jow lets the Gentilo pockot all the money, he must bo converted in
charactor as well as in orcod.

Tho way that the lively writer of *¢ Prohibition in Politics,” in the June
North American Rteview, pitches inio the movement and traces “ tho ascen-
dency of freo rum in Portland” to the ¢ action of the Prohibition party,”
might woll wake an ordinary editor suppose sho was a man. But 1 should
have fancied ** Gail Hamilton™ (dary Abigeil Dudygo) was too prolific an
author, and The Week too woll-informed a paper, for its cditor to speek, in
two soparute paragraphs, of Afr. Gail Hamilton's article.

1 particularly liked the sonnbot in last weok's Criic, by “ H. E. B” I
am glad to note that the Provinco possosses soveral rather prumising young
poats &t present, enough te snow that paesy has not quite desertod Acadie
at the departure of Evangelino and Gabriel, or of “G G. C.” eithor.

Lady John Manners has a vory praisoworthy arlicle in 2 lato number of
The Queen on “ Tho Art of Doing Kindnosses.” I clip from it the following
hints for bores :—

* As I have montioned over-work, I must say how much kindnoss we
can all show to very busy men and women, by lctting them alone at times
when they aro intont on their spocial pursuits.  If wo are obliged to approach
them at such times, let us transact our business as speedily as possible. The
statesman who is about to make a great speech, the artist proparing for the
Royal Asademy, the editor who must note every passing event and guide
public opinion, the physician on whose skill azd judgment hang many
lives—all necd overy moment of time they can securo. Lot us show them
truo kindness by refraining from troubling them necedlessly, with letters
requiring answers especially.  Time in many cases means not only money,
but the opportunity of doing one'’s duty. The quantity of applications of
all kinds received by persons of cminence in their respective avocations aro
really distracting. The unfortunate vecipiont of about forty letiers s day,
to say nothing of business documents, probably spends weary hours bending
over a desk. Ho is lucky if he does not get writer's crtamp, in addition to
to that dull feoling produced by long protracted formal lotter-writing.
Goarge Eliot pathetically refersin her lifo to the trial it was to her {o sit
down to answer notes.  Vory long morning visils, too, inflict pain on busy
people, though courtesy may provent theit showing impatience.”

# I bavo hoard of a lady much beloved in life,” says Lady John Man-
ners in aunother paragtaph, * who, on her deah-bed, requested that any
flowers or wroaths sont on her funoral day might be given to the poor in the
neighbouring hospitals.”

In those days of “rovised versions” a modornized edition of Esop’s
Fables might be brought out, in the inixed metaphoric stylo of American
fabulists and illusirating tho dangor of skipping the ¢ morals,” as frivolous
youngsters are wont to do.  For a hasty example :—

“ A Haro challenged a Tortoise to run a race and was beaton by the slower
animal, as ably reported by AMlr. .¥sop. Aad.the disappsinted and unhappy
Harod 3 young; but the Tortoise, having collared tho siukes, lived Ilazily
and luxuriously and swolled until it burst. Then the ycung Tortoises assumed
prodigious airs and haughtily declined ta make & match with the poor little
Hare, whioh had no mouney to put up. Thoy sometimes oven taunted him
with the improvidence of his no’er-do-well father. But at last it came to
pass that tho young Hare, who showed unexpected stoadiness, found a power-
ful backer. Ho challenged tho Tortoises andd, giviog them Jong odds, mado a
sad show of the whole family, and won overy dollar o1 their monoy. Gen-
crously handing them back half of his winnings, he remarked : “ Aftor all,
1 bavo derived from my father a better heritage than yvou have from yours.
My father has bequoathed me his fleetness and the warning of his fate, and
enough good breeding to forbid my kicking a felluw vhen ho is down.”

Socicly in Lond-n, by a “Foreign llesident,” has excited much com-
mont in London, and somo abuse from criticized porons and classes. Sov-
eral newspaper cotrespondents have argued that, from internal ovidonco,
tho author cannot really be a forigner.

To divide London society into classes, ssys The Queen, is an undertaking
more difficult than appears at the outset, as class runs into class, and sot
Do sot, s0that to draw tho line at any particulsr class requiros the most inti-
mate knowledge and acquaintance with London society and its members,
Tho “Foreign Resident™ is cqual to tho occasion, and modustly attempts to
divido tho ladics of London society into four classes. First como thoso of
tho most aristocratic fon—Iadies of birth and title  Tho second order of
ladies in London society may bo desciibed as tho Parliamentary, political,
and official. The third placo in this clsssification may bo assigned to thoso
ladice in London society whoso posilion is recoguized, who may ofton be
zoon at tho very first houses in the capital, who arc bidden o the banquots
given by high- ministors of state, ambassadors, diplomatists—nay, royalty
itsclf, but whoso position is, nevertheless, not assured in tho samo way as
that of those composing the two classcs previou-ly montioned. He says
the fourth class consists of lsdies whoso temporament is known as ariistic.
Sometimes thero are elements in their nature or circumstances in their social
position and antecedonts which catablish 2 link of affinity between them.
seives and the Jadies who belong to any oue of the threo formor ordars.
“They live in an atmospheto of arlistic ideals. ‘Tho sociely which they

ontortain, wnd by which thoy are ontertained, if its background derives its
hue from the class of which they naturally form part, is shot ‘hrough by a
hue lont to it by the peculiarity, the bizarrerie of their tastes” Although
thore is room for many, if not for ally in thoso various clusses. yot the
cosmopolitanism of Louden saciety would allow room for one, if not for
two, additionsl classes to includo its many sots. . .

The * Forcign Residont” considors that London socioty is absolutely
dopondant upon the initiative taken by royalty in all it does, or abstuins
from doing, and that it is 80 large and overgrown, that wore it not to accopt
the guidance of royalty it would bo without any controlling principlo.

Ho describes Tondon society as being the most fastidious and the most
credulous. It hates cgotiem and tho ogotist, the man who {nsists upon
making his presouco folt, and it cultivates undomonstrativeness to any
oxtent; this is the socrel of its fastidiousness, *Strange as it voay well
goom, this socioty, 80 self-contained, so impationt of certain forms of
folly, is duped with the most oxtraordinary facility. It is impossible to
outor tho most irroproachable drawing-rooms in London withont meoting
foroignors of both sexes whoso presence is well-known to be tabooed in the
socond-rato salons of Republicae Paris.”

According to tho * Foreign Resident,” ladics of the Liberal party “ have
boen the most successful in creating political #alonse. Among others, Lady
Aberdeon aud Lady Broadalbanoe both respond with adnirable alactity to
the appeal, poriodically mado to thom, to invite tho wives and daughtoers of
tho gontlomen who support Mr. Gladstono with their vote to their houses.
It is a difficult and somowhat gruceless task. Tho cards of invitaticn are
practically issued, as they must necossarily be, by the officia’ understrappers
of tho party. Theso are acquainted with -tho husbands, but know nothing
of their womankind, and are apt consequently te be betrayed into absu
mistakes, supplomenting tho namo of Mr. Smith with those of Mrs, and the
Misses Smitll:, when the former may bo dead, and thoe latter oither in the
nursery, or elso have long since changed their namos.”  In cortain cards of
invitation. issued onco upon a time in Iialifax, the names of the * Misses
Swmith” were supplomented by the names of “ Mr. or (sic) Mrs. S Tn the
average “official understrapper” horeabouts, the Misses Smith, Jones
and Robinson are much more imprrtant personages than their fathers,
mothers and brothers. )

Nostradamas, tho great astrologer, made the following rhymed prophecy
in 1566, the year of his death :—
uand Goorges Dieu crucifera,
ue Marc le ressucitera,
Et quo Sant Jaan le porters,
La fin du m'mds arvivera.

Tho trauslation is this: ¢ When St. George crucifies God and St. Mark
raises Him from the dead, aud 3i. John carries Him, tke end of the world
will coma.” All theso three conditions, says a correspondent of The Tablet,
will bo fulfilled noxt year! In 1886 St. Ceorge’s dsy comes on Good
Frlay; St. Mark’s on Easter Sunday; and St. John's (tho Baptist) on
Corpus Christi.

It has brek stated (and not donied, to my knowledge) that a French
savant predicted the Jast groat voleanic eruption at Java many years beforo
bits occurrence, and that at tho samo time ho foretold a second snd greater
cruption for, I think, tho year 1886. If Wiggins springs another cataclysm
of his own upon us next year, the strain on our nerves will be terrible.

Bowaro !
Take csro !
Propare !
To doubt
Don't dare !

By way of proparation for Dr. Cumminge’ ond of the world in 1867, an
Irishman made Xiis will. Should you follow his example, out of faith in
Nostradamus’s prophecy, don’t employ 8 lawyer. This will benefit you by
a certain amount in this wierld and an uncertain amount in the next.

“ Franc Tireur” must bo pleased to know that Mr. Ruskin’s roeson for
resigning the Slade Professorship at Oxford was the voto endowing vivi-
section at tho University, following tho refusal of an application for the
better equipmont of the art school. By the bye,an cminent officer now in
Halifax assures me that the great surgeon, Sir Wiiliain Fergusson, told him
that the vivisection of the lowor animnals led to many mislakes sin surgory.

NARLER,

RevanLe Rectees.—For corns, oasy shoes ; for bile, exerciso ; for rheu-
matism, now flanncl and pstience ; for gout, toast and water ; for the tooth-
acho, a dentist ; for debt, industry ; and for love, matrimony.

Wire 1x Hii Evs.—Aun incorrigible bachelor, ercated 2 sensafion in a
compauy by saying, * I have n wifo in my eye,"’—DBut the sensation subsided
when it was observed ho was looking at the wife of another man.

Cu~ting —* How does that Iook, ch 1" said a big-fisted man to a friend,
holding up one of his brawny hauds.-—* That,” said the friond, *locks as
though you'd gono short on your sosp.”

in tho newspapers predicling the weathor. Sho eays they clways know
boforehand what thy fashions aro going o bo, and she iyaure there is nothing
in nature 20 ficklo as tho fashions.

Barmisinag TR FaunsoN.—An Abordcen lady, who had Leen exceedingly
annoyod by boys who rang at hor door bell and then 1an away, finally sat &
trap for them, by which & pail-of wator was to bo spilt upon the noxt person
who tang tho bell.  In a fow moments hor pastor called, and was baptised.

WEATRER AND Fasuions.—Euphemis cau't see anything so wondetful -
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