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Jessica swayed lier fan sloîviy backirards and forwards.
1 regret that yau sliould se miscon8true me," she said.

"I don't misconstrue yau," said Augusta. IlI judge you by myscîf." A~
"You inust pardon nie if I abject ta that standard ai nicasurenienit," ill

said Jessict, with cerenioniaus caalness.
IlYou arc a clever woman, bits. Thorndyku. You utter the gréalest wl

udenesses with a point and polish wbich almosi nake ihein appear like
civilities ; but yoti do nat deceive mie." Mi

Again Augusta coninenced î)ushing the rings up and dawn ber spare hc
fîngers in a flurricd way.

IWby wasîe lime, Mfrs. lVestalaw, in tellîng me your opinion aif1nie? Xi w,
is not tic firsi lime that you have înied ta impress nie viith a realization ai
your cnrnily. Yau are entirely ininical to me. Yau have bî±en sa Iran
the first. MVen you came here to.day, 1 resolved ta take the initiative and
treat you with ail kindness and cansideration. But no woman with any self-
respect.-and 1 have a great deal-can allav lierseif to be insulted paintedWy
and repeatedly withaut reaenting it. Ail idea ai friendship is at an end. tii
You ba' e nie bitterly, and show it on ever>' occasion ; and I-pardon nme hi
again if 1 say that I do not lave you "

Jessica's face vas pale with deep feeling, and the irrepressible tears stood la
in ber eyes. Mis. Westalow coiored deeply, and avoided lier glance. at

I disdain ta justify niyself," Jessica. vent an, ber vaice trenbling a ai
little. IlI wiii anly remind you ai what you know ta bu the tnuth,-tbat 1 hi
refused la marry yaun brother, wben bis kindness and nobility af beart led hi
him te urge such a course upon mue. It vas aniy when I knew that lie vas
dying, and that it would neyer again be in niy pawer ta grant or deny a Io
request ai his, ibat I yielded ta the importuniiy of hiniself and af your sister. p
I arn cruelly misjudged by yau, and, 1 date say, by others like you; but as ei
long as my own beart docs flot condernu, me, 1 cati bear these persecutions.
and slanders, humiliating as they are."

During this irnpassianed speech lirs. WVestalow badl been divided between
a desir8 ta relent and mingle ber t-cars with those ai the beautiful pleader letdaws oecp rmteefc, hc h etwsbigpouedo

bier by sucb elaquence. She vas an impulsive woaa, and bier sballow but i
emotionai nature was stirred by wbat sbe beard. Whiist she was debating Y
wbat course ta pursue, Jasica regaincd ber self-possession, and funiively w
dashed avay the moisture which stood in ber eyes.

41VWbat 'insuli' vas there in seoding you the diarnond pin ? IVhy arn I
so grossly niisrepresented ?" il

"II was an insult because you bave supplantcd Auna and niyself; a
because oui ai ail the javels tbat should bave been mine you dole out. oie
diamond bulteifly and think it a generous giit," said Mrs. WV'stalow, witb a1
burst ôf fierceness. She hail decided nat to relent.

I consider it a mistaken kindncss," said Jessici. IlThe jewels-and d
until Mn. Thorndyke's vili vaâ read 1 neyer knew that you bad any ianîily
jewels-were iuirusted ta xny keeping by niy husband,-your brotber,-andC
I did nat feel nîyself ai liberty' ta dispase ai then. 1 shauld not have con-
sidered il rigbt te give any ai the diarnonds toi ny awa farnily, and, aàs I an
ual ai ail greedy for ihem myseîf, they are simpi>' ane mare in a long liçi ai
respousibilities wbich alrcady cause me some uneasiness. I sent you thce
pin because I tboughi it a gru~efui aud sisîerly aci on my part, and bc use
1 vas foolish enau.gh ta, fancy that you might dcrive sanie pleasure Iran il.
This is the in.sult wbicb appears ta rankie."

I have bTought back ibe pin,"' said its. WVestalow. ".an glad yon
gave vane ai tim ta your own farnily. The sct yul l litc broken."

She had had a vague ides tbat bits. Iiiton and Lily vert wallowing i
diamnds,-that, Cleoaaaikc, they rnight bc dissolving precîcus stouts in'
tleir tes, for aught she knew ta the canîrary It relîevcd hrr mnd to ascer-
tain that the butterfly vua the anly ane of the pins which bad Jeut ils box
in the soîmmn velvet-lincd faniily jcvel.case la wing its way tsi a new owner.

She put ber baud into ber pockci, and drev out a small box.
IbTis is the butteufi>'," zhe said, banding i. ta Jessica. IIfyaur îroîives

were g'od, 1 îhank you."
jcssica took thc box.
"1«And I thank yoiu," she said, 'I or a valuable if painial lesson. This

shaîl ba my Jast aticuipi to galber graclis froni thistlts."
Sl-e rase as she spoke, and Mrs. WVcsral',v feIt that the interview was

at an end. Sbc stood for a marnent sikurt, thcn said, *1 hi would have been
bcttcr t0 Ici me tell you ibis beforc 1 vas compelied ta break brtad in ibis
bause,-:yotir bouse," witb muuch biterncss.

"Xi It akes liîîlc difl'crence,' rcpliecd the widov. with grcat calinness.
Inu future ni> bospitality shal fiai bc thrusi upon yau."

'I«One word mure," said birs. lVcst,ilaw, iaking a long breath as î!àough
te swailov the lust rcmnark. IlTo ba boncsi in. yau, I mnusi czrufess that
I shauld neyer bave tamely submited ta the prescrnt statu ci th-.ngs ifi1 could
bax'c donc otberwise. I fully intended ta contesi Thcodore's w'!; ; but no
anc supported nie in the undentaking, and sa 1 did noiing!"

"1«All ibis is unnecessry," said Jeseica. IbYis is noîhing new. I know
it aireadyC'

«IVMr wefl. Then 1 have said ail 1 cver inîcnd ta say an the subjecL"
Mts. Thorndyke gave a srniic of infinite increduli'y, but made ne rcpiy

toi the remnark.
"lAllow me ta send you ta the station," she said, politcly.
"The carna3ge %ill e bhere in afew-.mom.ents. I ordcreditta rciurn."
Mrs. WVcstalow vent aver to the mirroT, put On lier bonnet and veil, and,

~er some little search, succeeded ini finding lier glaies. Then she turucd
*d confronted bits. Thorndyke.

"lhI will be some time belore I sec you &gain-voluntatily," she said.
lessica smiled. TIhe wowan was so insulting that it was almost

nusing.
"Gond.by." she went on. I amn ndebted te you for niy lunch, which

a-3 very goad. Ble so kind as ta scnd m tute napkin-ring marked A. T.
s I rernarked before, it is mine. I hope you *il[ prosper and cnjoy your
.gottcn gains. Good.by."

The situation was becoming a little strained, and when the sound of
heels were hecard, bot>I ladies experienccd a 8ense of relief.

Trhe rusty carrnage, with the dirty driver and the lean harses, drew up.
rs. Westalow descendcd the steps and climbcd into the carrnage, metap-
)rically shaking the dust of Acacia Point off her feet.

Jessica sought refuge in lier own raom, where ber cnforced calm gave
ay ta a burst of tears.

CUAPTER IX.

WVlen jessica desconded ta the piazza, about five o'clock, the traces of
e tears whicb she had shed were net entirely oblitcratcd, and her beauty
cd sufféred somewhat, though only temporarily.

Lorrimer noticed these signs of depression,-a paleness, a general
nguor ai carniage, and a slight redness of the eyes. Ifc felt sanie surprise.
what be considered a new discôvry,-that birs. Thorndyke wes possessed
fsensibilities. These hc considered a needlessly luxtious possession for
'nseif, but bie could nat belli experiencing a vague fading of~ gladncss that
e lad found an additional charni in his new kimswornan.

MVen Jessica appeared. he was eitting, dressed in white flinnels, in a
îng wicktr chair, under the shade of the awnings. Lily, who had been
Iaying severai violent gaines at lawn tennis witb hini, reclined in another
qually comfortable chair, and was fanning herseif briskty.

IlWIe are utterly dishevelled, as you sec, Mrs. Thorndykc," said Paul,
sing, and ofrý;ing her his chair.

His look-, belied his words, for he had the luck ta be anc of the favored
w wha neyer feel uncomfortably warm.

IlMbiss Hilton bas beaten me shamefully," hc wcnt on, as Jessica declined
le proffered seat and chose a more upright chair. "lI amn out af practice,
ou sec, for in B3erlin onc dots flot play tennis. There is but anc set ini the
rhole place."

"How odd !" said Jessica. Il Wby is that ?'I
"It is considered very infra dig.," said Paul ; Ilandas ta a min appear.

ng without his coat, aven on the tennis-ground, he would have haîf the cil>'
uthoriuies about bis cars in no time."

IlI want ta hear ail about Germany," said bis liastess. Il1 have always
onged ta go abroad, but have nat bad the gond fortune."

IlDon't begin anything till we have bail tea," cried Lily. IlWc are
lying for soraeuhing ta drink."

As she spoke, the obscquious butter appeared, bearing a great silver tra>'
n wbich the Thamndyke tca-set looked undeniably rich and handsome.

Tea, refresbing and deliciauis as il is ai ail times ta, a lover ai that
)evcirage, certainly îastes better oui af Drcsdcn cups iat wbicb it bas bzen
)oured frani a sîlver teapot sa brigbî and polished that anc takes pleasure
n looking aiit. In the daya ai shahby gowns, maï:i.of-all.work, and Qucen
Anne bideousness in New jerdey, Lie>' and jersica bad alw.ays indulgcd in
alternoan tua, and a mernury of tric milk whicb înitd Io bc creain and
couldo'î, the bakcr's bread and questianable butter, the small allawance ai
sgaT, ofien ruahed inia thc rnds ai the two girls in their aitered
circumstanccs.

Now the creani was nal as thin as if just cscaped from a course ai
Banting : it was so rich il would scarcely p sun. Now the bread was the
freshtst and the butter the most deliciaus ttîat anc could desire.

A pretty voman neyer toka more charming than when sho is making
tea.l I>u1's -cithetic tate was tboruugbly satibiied as be watched bis nciw
cousin prcsiding orer the tea-table.

INVben al] ere comfortably cnsconced, cup ini hand, and Mns. Hilton liait
J.îined the panîy, the convcriaîion wandcrrd back ta Germar.>. Paut told
how for sanie trne bo-bad bcld the position ôf sccretary of the Arnei;cau
Legation aiBerliu. Sanie monîhs before, the minister bad been rccalicd ta
Atterics, for a temporar>' ]caveofa absence, b>' pressing farnily affurs, and
during ibis vidit Lori imer had been appoint-ad -charlê,cVaffairce. He *ent
onl teliing many arnusiiig anecdotes illuitr.iive af the Gcrmius and. t1ieir
mode of file, and made bim.sc!f thoraughly amusing tili it was lime ta dress
for dinner.

lily pranounced him a succes. She aiso obisered that she wished to
go abraad in the autun; but, ibough ber sister asscnted to hier first remirk,
the second renained unanswered.

Alicr dinner, duning which Jessica lost a good dcii of ber ponsivieneas
and bngbtened vundcrfully ,unden the influence ai the lively tik, she
sauntercd out ta tbe surner-bouse on the rocks, and was pnesenily joiaed
by Larirner. Hie ardcnîly desired a léit.ite with bier. He had draýpcd
the tane af bantering gallantry vbich bn insîmncîively used toyraida wolîten,
for bc felt the farce ai bier silent dignit>', which sccmed te forbid anytbing
cven remotely borderiug an flirtation.

Besides the natural bias wbich mest men bave idi favor af preity wornen,
a sudaen and ver>' decided preference bad sprung; Up wuthia bum fur tbc -ldy
who bad r.-bbe-d him ai bis inheritance.

As bc walkcd across the litie bridge which ]ed ta the suinmer-house,
Jcssica vas siiuing in the sunset light, wiîh bier back, towàrds bum. A Iook
of sadness had again cornec oycr ber face, ais he obf.ervcd when site turned


