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THE CRITIC.

HOME AND FARM.
THE GRANGE.

On JJune twentieth, one of the division granges met at Truro, Colchostor
County. During tho afternoon, besides their regular business, they had somo
interosting discussione, Thay resolved mmong other things to hite a train
q’nd hold a pic-nic at the experimental farm at Nappan, in tho eatly part of
[l lll)'.

In tho ovening, a very intercsting programmeo was presented.  Mauy who
wero not granpers being present and taking part in the disenssions.  Among
those who took part weie Mr. Tompson of Bass River, McGregor Archibald,
J, C. Black and J. S. Miller of Truro; Col. Wm. Blair of the Expetimental
Farm, Nappau, and Prof. H, W, Snith of the School of Agriculture.

The livilast discussion arose over the question how far faumers could
crmbine fur mutunl protection und the control of the waikets fur the sale of
their produce, Some maintained that their eflorts should be expended in
lowering the cost of the products, whilo others urged that they should form
a combination to keep up the prico of their products.

Excellent music was furnished by the Truro Musical Club, sud members
of tho Gravgo.

Such mectings do good to those that attend. Thoy awsken an interest in all
watters relating to the farm.  They induee tho farmer to think.  Thoey give
to the people a chance fur social meetings under the best of influences.  And
to many a tited housewife, they mesn o period of rest and recreation all too
seldom oblained.

Like all organizitions controlled by mar, the Grange may have its faults.

It is to be eapected, but it has done, is doing, and bids fair to do a great
amount of good. .

ENSILAGE

Part IV.—XExs1LAGE LiTERATURE,

Ensilage literature affords an excollent exemplification of tho maxim ¢ Of
the making of books there is no end.” The amount that has bezen written
upon this subject is simply enormous. Both the wise aLd the unwise have
felt themselves bound 1o instruct the world on this subject. As a conse-
sequence, thero is no theory too ahsurd nor prictice too ridiculuus not to
have its advoeates.
Tho great bulk of what has been written may be passed over in a fow
words. ‘Thero is however, a certain and quite considersble portion that will
command study aud thought. The writers upon this subject may be classed
under tho fullowing :

Those who know nothing of the subject. (Quite a class.)

Those who have hiad a silo but who have guessed at tho resulta,
largest class)

(The
Those who have porformed some half-hearted experiments. (This in-
cludes Euglish and Americin experimonts.)
Those who have performed accurato experiments, (Principally Germans.)
It is to Germapy that we must turn to find rations! experiments on this
subject. Some excellent work has been done in a fow cases in England and
the United States, but these nre rather tho exception than the tule.

AN EXPERINENT.

Space will not permit to give oven tho numoes of the arlicles of most
value on this subject, let alone any review of them. It is proposed to give
a simple experiment, not hecauso it is especially typicil, but beeause of the
many lessons that can be drawn from it.

A silo was filled with green fodder carn.  The corn was run through the
cutter before being put in, and was well picked while filling. Two feet of
straw was put on top, 57.27 tons of fodder were put in the silo. It becamn
quite hot.  After about threo mobnths it was fed out. Thero was of onsilage
in the silo wben seady to feed 36.96 tons. Of this 22.6 per cent was not fit
to feed, and had to bo thrown away. This was a layer about six incher

deep on the hottom and sides and top. It amounted to §.35 tons. Tho
account stood thus:

Total fodder put in silo......... 57.27 tons
Loss trom fermentstion.......... 20.31 “
Juss from =poiling.c.cceeveeneess 8.35 4
Totsl 1088..cuneruenenes 2866

Easilage remainiug ..... 28.61 tons.

In order not to perplex the reader with complicated mathematical opera-
tions, nothing was said of what particular constitucnts were moro especially
lost, but it «uffices to say that nearly 48 per cont of tho feeding valuo of the
ensilage wa~ destroyed, but what was left was in n more succulent and more
palatable coudition than if it had been dry, but not necessarily in a moro
digestible state. The presumption is that it was more digeatible, although
no experiments wero performed to test this.

The loss ie enorinous and no improvement in digestibility or the desiro
to bave green fodder to feed could possibly justify it.  The only thing that
does in any way excuse it is that piobably as great a loss would have occurred
if the fodder hnd been dried, although this was not tried, because it was
thought impossible to cure this parliculsr fodder Ly drying.

The ensilage was what is called sweot ensili_s. It contained noticrable
quabtities of alcoho! and ncetic acid as well as sumo sugar. It was pleasant
o the taste, had a bright green color, and a strong Hut not disigreoabls odor.
1t was what is called good casilaga.

The loss by fermentation was about 35 por cont.

How to zeducn this is
the question to be solved.

As yot experiments do not indicate that it can be

done, but the problom is a tempting one and happy will he be who solves it.

It should not be supposed that the loes in this case was unusual, for it wy
ahout an average caso, 'Tho avorage of some sixteon nuthenticated cases thy
loss of nourishing material was about 35 por cont.

The loss around the sides was protty high and a little diflicult to acconat
for. It was completely spoiled—rotton. This does not occur in all siles,
but when it does oceur, ovon if only an inch or s0 deep, it should boe taken
into conaideration, as overy inch on the outside of the silo wmeans n great deay
of cnsilago. If tho silo had leaked tho loss would have beon all tho groater,
With coin, if proper care is exercieod, thero is no occasion for having much
greater loss than'the above.

Any furmer can perform u eimilsr experiment to this at no cost whatever,
Lot him woigh the foddor as it is put in the silo. Ho noed not weigh ovory
load, hut woigh an occasionnl oué if he has not the convonisncos to weigh all,
Ha should then take an average sample of tho fodder, about five or ten pounds
accurately woighed, aud dry it in an oven as quickly as poseible withont
scoiching. ‘I'his tells him how much wator and how much dry matter hs
has put into the silo. Suppose he put in 50 tons of fodder, and ho had
taken 10 pounds to'dry, and found that when throughly dry it weighed 1}
pounds, then at this rate the 50 tons which equal 100,000 pounds woald
contain 15 000 pounds dry substanco. When he comes to open the silo he
should woigh a cubic foot of the ensilage near the top of tho silo, in tho
contre, nnd hear the bottom. If he multiplies the average of these weights
by the number of cubic feet of onsilage he will have the weight of aualage
in the »ilo. A sample should bo weighed and dried as with the fodder in
order to get at tho dry matter. All loss of dry matter is loss of nourishing
material.  Experiments of this kind would be valuable to the farmer.

FARM ACCOUNTS.

In uo other busiress do tho conductors of it keop their accounts in such
a slack wry as farmors do. Scarcoly can you find a farmer who ¢an tell what
any crop cost him to raise, and still less can he tell the cost of raising a colt
oracilf. When he comes to sell his price is not fixed by the cost of the
article but by the necossity of welling. If he wauts woney badly he sells at
one price, if he dues not need it, ha may keep the animnal snother yer
before selling without regard to the cost of the year's feed.

Farm accounts are not casily kept. Very few lines of busincss tequire
80 many ontties fur the anount of the transactions. If it is desired to know
the cost of a crop of grain all the work and expense put on tho crop must bs
noted down, then st the end of tho season, if the crop has had a fair chanca
and has not paid, tho farmer is in a position to cither resolve to improve his
method of culture, or if he does not see how to do this he shouid try some-
thing else. Ha can then intelligently decide what to raise and what not
to. There hes been considerable said on the subject whether foeding for heef
paid or not. One finds that it does and auother that it does not. The
circumstances of the two may differ, or one may understand his busidess
better than another, but the one with whom it does not pay should know
it, snd cither make it pay or take up some other line. Thousands of dol-
lars annually are lost in those proviuces dircctly, from not koeping accounts.

Itistruo that it is hard after doing a day’s work to come in and settle down
to writing. Practice or habit will make it much easier. In fact it will only
como from habit. Do vot undertake any complicated system but make cach
entry plsin in a day book, then have a ledger in which each acconnt ap

pears by itself.  After one gets intorested in it, it buocomes a pleasure rather
than a drudgery.

‘The Farm Journal strongly recommeonds the wire picket fence, which
may bo seen at all poiuts along the Railways,as the most convenicat and
durablo fance now made. ““ Ii is ocasily put up,” says tho Jouraul, * stout
stakos ten or fiftern feet apart are all that aro nceded for support, and two
men can set half 8 milo of it in a day. Itisiight and portablo and cap &
readily taken down, rolled up and removed. Tho pickets are only aboul
threo inches apart ¥o that not vven a hen can squezs through. It isadurable
fenco, as once being set it will lnst a generstion, whilo its cost is about fifly
cents a rod. This fence is used along mauny portious of tho Intorcolonidl
Railway and gives eminont satisfaction both to railway officials and adjceat
farmors, which is moro than can be said regarding the barbed wire fence.
Mr. Neil Fraser of Piclou is engaged iu the manufacture of tho wiro picket
fenco, and finds a ready sale for all that he is ably to make. ‘There is nb
doubt that it will shortly suparsedo all other styles of fencing now in use.”

PERSONALS.

Dr. Twitchall, editor of the Maine State Farmer, lectured in Sickrille,
N. 8., June 19th. It was an interesting aud able discourse.

The Mivister of Agricultute and Dr. Saundera, Suporintondent of tht
Dominion Experiment Station, are expected to visit the Maritime Proviness
this summer.

The crop report for June, from the United States, is that wheat will e
coed last year'’s yiald by 100,000,000 bushels. Darloy and oats about the
saico as Jast vear, whilo tho acresgo of cotton is greatly increasod.

ADVICE T0 MoTHERS.—Are Fou disturbed at night and Lroken of your rest by and
chilld suffering and crying with Y.\in of Cutting Teeth 7 If o, nend at anco and get3
bottle of ** Mrs Winsfow's Soothing Syrup,” for Children Teetling, Ttevalue is incakst
able. It will relieve the pwor littlo nufferer imwmediately. Depend upon it, motbess:
there is un inlstake about it. It cures Dyreatery and Diarthmy, regulates the .pwmd
and Bowels, cures Wind Colic, softens the Guina, redices Inflatnmation, and gives bot
and energy to the whale syastem.  * Mza, Winslow's Soathing Syrp” for children teett
ia pleanant to the taste, and is the é)mcripllon of ane of the oldest and best female

clans and nursex in the United Statea, and is for aale by all druggists throughoat ¢
world. Price, 23 cents a bottle.




