8 THE CRITIC.

imity. It was high tide when I visited thom, the waters of the St. John
were awollen with the spring freshets, aud the only iudiestions of the falls
were awitling eddies aud ministuro whirlpools. 1t mude my Lead swun to
look over the rils of the suspension bridge to the ruxhivg waters fat below,
and I was not tempted to cross the narruw foot-way over the cantilover
bridge. The closs proximity of thrss two structures, built ou entirelv
different principles, must furnish the stadent of ouginecring ahundant
matorial for comparison and instruction. The Dominivn Government has
dealt generously with 8t. John in the matter of public huildinge, nwml the
new post-office and large custotn houee are trivmphs of the architeet's geniuy,
aud add largely to the beauty of the city, Handsome churches, commodions
balle and civic buildings, a large public market, the Mariuo hospital, and
numerous schools and bonevolont institution, hespeak the ouergy and
liberality of the citizens, and taken in conucetion with tho streuts of the
residence portion, which are lined with haudsome structures, make St John
an interesting and ploasant city to visit. Hotels aro innutacmble, and
include such well-known liouses us the Now Victorin, Dufferin and Loyal,
but for solid comfort the Clifton House oxcels auy hotel thut I have put up
at in the Dominion. It is a temperance house, and a8 & result thero isnot o
particle of noise at night. Good, wholesome meals und comfortablo 100ms
are provided, and the only objection to the houre is that it is too small to
acoomodato all the guoests that apply, numbers having been unable to vbtain
rooms duri. g ty sliort stay. ‘Terms are most reasonuble, and the proprictor,
Mr. Peters, knows no distinction in his gucsts, treating all with the wme
couttesy aud fairncss, It is a favorite family hotel, nud 1 here hud the
pleasure of mevting John DeBlois, Esq,, an old gentlenmn of 87, bul a
most vigorous wan for his age, whd reminded mo in somo way of the lute
Judge DeBarres. Ho hns beon o great traveller, but spent many years iu
Halifsx, and was vager for information about his old friends. As these
were, in many instances, the fathers or grandfathers of men who the: iselves
are well up in years, I was not in & position to gratify hin. e delighted
me with many interesting unecdotes of Halifax and its citisens, dating
from the varly part ot tho contury, many of which nre well worth printing,
aud Mr. DoBlois should put thom in shape for publication. Captain
Chisholm, agent of the International 8.S. Linw, was dangerously sick at the
Clifton, but was convalescent when 1 left, und I trust is now quite recovered.
Leaving St. John on the evening train 1 stopped over at Moncton,
Auherst and Trurg, aud 1cached Halifax on a beautiful moonlight uight.
Bedford Barin looked grand under the full light of the moon, and as our
train pursued its tortuous courso citywards, curving in and out avound the
shores of the basin, I was fully impressed with the fact that no city has a
more beautiful rail approach than Halifax. It may be slow, but it is never-
theless a plousant place to live in, and has attractions entirely its own, that
are not to be enjoyed clsewhere. Apos AmiGo,
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PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW.

After a rocess of one week, the Dominion Parliament roagsambled on Wed-
nesday of last week. Members of the Commons and of the Governmont
used their vacation in various ways. Those actively enysged in businesa
went howe to seo that - :ir finuncinl interests wero not suffering by their
absence, Others went to see their sevoral cunstituencies, and to interview
the pupular * power bohind the thrgne.” ‘The Fivance Minister, Sit Charles
Tupper, improved the oceasion to make a visit to Now York., Many con-
flicting rumors nre afloat as to the objeet of this visit, but no authoritative
statoment respecting it has Yot beon made. It may havo been to srrango the
fishery dispute, railway connections in view of the Intor-State Commerce
Bill, or respecting the bearing and effect of the now iron duties, or any ouu
of » dozen other subjects that are of vitsl intercat to Canuda in conzection
with our relations to the outside world, and especially to our southern neigh-
bors. In any caso, we believe that the motivo was a patriotic one, and that
good will result from the visit.

On reassembling, the Minister of Justico introduced a bill to amoend the
- Act respecting the Supreme and Exchequer Court by providing better faci-
lities for the prosccution of claims against the Crown.

1n reply to Mr. Profontaine, the Minister of Justice said that the pro-
clamation of amnesty, dated 17th July, 1886, absolved all who bad Leen
engaged in the North-West rebellion of the previous year, excopt those who
had been guilty of actual homicide in connection therewith. Gabriol
Dumont, one of the chiefs of that omute could judge for hiweelf, whether
it covered his case or not.

A barren discussion wa« indnlged in respectivg communication huiween
Prince Edward Island and the mainlaud.

A debate, covering two days, on the policy of tho Government in dia
allowing the building of railways in Manitoba, independent of the Canads
Pacific Railway, was terinated by a division in which that policy was sus-
tained by u majority of forty-cight. This was not a strict party question,
for quite a number of members who ure in general opposud to the Govern-
ment voted with it on this point.

The Minister of Justico introduced a bill providing that tho precent
c'ectoral lists should be good for the two cnsuing years without revision.

An ncrimonious debate us to increasing the salary of the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery, ended in the propesition fo do so heing doclared
carried without a division,

Returing officer Duan, of Queen's Co., N, BB, was called to the bar of
the House to explain his conduct in returning Mr. Baird as elected, when
that gentleman had & minority of the votes cdst.  After a long wrangle as to
whether Mr. Dunn should be allowed couusel, and also whother he should
he obliged to give vvidence before or aflor argument by counsel, it was
decided that he might have counsel and that their argumont should first be

heard.  Messrs. J. N. Lyons of this city, and Ferguwon, of Oitaw,
appested na Dunn's counisel, The subeequont procoedings were lengthy apg
tedious, and terminnted in Dunn being dischargod from further attendapey
upon the Houwe,

Hon. John Bowell, in tho absoncs of Mr, Costigan, introduced a tn)] ¢
nmoud the act reapecting canned goods, to provide for the stamping of
vertain elarses of goods with the wors “uonkxl" in legiblo letlers,

Tion. Mr, Foater inttoduced a bill to togulate the couveyanco o I
vt board of H M. shipe in Canadiau watas, It provides that no liguy,
shall bo sold 1o bo convoved on board any of 1. M. ships without perin,.
sion of tho oHicer commandivg tho vesael

Hon, Mr, Tlhompson introduced n hill to provide for the defacing
counterfeit notes,

On motion fos the second reading of tho Lill to wake the railway irg,

Oxfurd to New Glasgow n portion of the Interculounl, » dissusaion nrowy,
tho propricty of paying the Greoun-Snow syndicate, which failed to cany
out its contract for buildivg that road, for its right of way and expends
tures, Fiually the bill passed its second reading.
Mr, Mills called attention {o a telegram sent f)y the Secretary of Staty g,
rovising barristets, yrdering taem to do nothing under the franchise act 1i)f
furthor orders, and characterized it in strong languiga ns an attempt
override the laws as they stood.  Sir Johu A. Macdouald explained that k.
bill peuding before thu House might or might not puss, wnd weanwhile j
was not deemod advisable to expend auy money that muy prove to hae
heeu unuecossary. I'he House wont into committee of supply sud passe
woveral items

I'he dobsto on the Quecn’s County, N. I3, clections was sot dowr 1,
cotmmonce on ‘Thursday, Mr, Weldou, of St. Jdohn, havisg given notice o
intention to move that the return bo amended, und tho svat awarded to Mr,
King, who is alleged to have recoived » sajority of the votes cast in tha
district nt tho olection ou the 2¢nd of Februsry lust,
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COMMERCIAL.

The proseut condition or tendencies of trude show uo marked chanye,
aud, if we inay judge from the sbsencs of complaiute which characlerices
the mercantile community, matters continua to work aloug iu a swooeth wud
salisfactory way. It is conceded on all hauds that at loast a fair busineas is
assured, nnd all the probabilities are thut trado will rule good. The
consumption of merchandise throughout the country is undoubtedly lirger
than it hias ever before boou, from which it follows thut the actual woveunt
of gouds ieaches a larger volume,

As anticipated at our lust writing, the ico blockude of castern ports has
broken, and coul vessels are coming in frecly, »u that tho coal famine that
was feared hns been averted.

The copivus showers of tho last week uppoir to have vxtended uver s
large arca, aud have greatly stimuluted the hopes of the favining pottion of
the Province. Apple, chorry, aud other fruit trees, are iu full bloom, and
a bounteous yield soems assured.

Building opurations ure being ouergetically pushed in various narls of
this peniusula on yuity an exiensive scale,

Trade has already begun to accommodato itsulf lo the conditivus of the
new tarifl, and the advauced prices in somo lines that have been rondered
necesaary thereby have been promptly met without any notable demorlia.
tion of business. [’ayments have continued fairly good, sud commercil
travellers report satisfactory succoss in obtsining orders.

The following are the Assignmonts nud Business chauges ju this Puw
vince duting the past week :—Michael Goulding, Barber, Halifax, assigned
to Richard Beasley ; Salter, Redmayue & Co., Comnt., North Syduoy, dis
solved ; McPhorson & McMillan, Grocers, Stellarton, dissolved ; Chas E
Balcom, Jewoller, Weymouth, assigned to I, (:. Munroo; Albert 8. Iiod:
son, Gro. and Prov., Truto, nesigued 1o John Debnuis: Rupert Fulten,
‘U'rader, Middle Stewiacke, assigned to Johu F. Putvam ; Walker & Mauling,
Victuallers, Halifax, dissolved, Wm, A. Muling continues and hquidates.
D. C. Musgrave, North Syduey, admitied John Dooloy, s Musgrave &
Dti?lﬁ)', G. S.; A. Stauley Fisher, Gonl. Store, Berwick, sold oub to Shullne
& Fisher.

Dry Goovs.—The volume and churucter of the wovemout in dry gouds
continues to be satisfuctory, and a full distribution of seazonablo goods his
been made. At the same time new ordeis have fully reached the expecia
tions previously eutertained. The spriug trado has Loen wore satisfactory
than ior a number of years, a8 prices have been bester waintsired thun vsual.
Inthe wmin, merchants seem disposed to judge the suture by the immedis
past, for the present at Jeast,

Inon, Harvwank axp Meravs.—Thora has been a fair distribution of
iron and lardwsie goods, but when it cowmus to vew business of importavee,
little has been trunsacted, as both buyers and holdors prefer to await the
results of the new tarifl.  Meantimo, considerable relief hus booen atfordeld
by allowing importers a fuir opportunity to bring in stock to muot furme:
contracts on the old rates of duty, which has remioved what would otherwie
have beon a severe hardship.  Drices have been without fluctuation.  Cables
on pig iruu quote Glasgow warrants at 41s, 5d., No. 3 foundry in Middle-
borough 33s. 9d., aud hematite pig in Workington at 43s. 6d. Stocksof
pig in the noith of Eogland are given at 619,000 tons against 68,000 tons
the previous month. Bear pressure in London has caused a decline of
£1 1is. iu ingot tiu, whilo copper aud lead show somewhat casier price
Tho ouly change noticeble in the western Perusylvanian market is an
increase in the number of enquiries and the quantity of materisl askod for.
Railmakers havo rocoived offers for carly wintor rails, and quotations are
given at &40, .




