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and men whiok, a8 in France, is wholly do 4
structive of discipline, or the tenlency to,
teranniso, which is charncteristio of very’
many who are ruised from their fellows to »°
command over them. A soldier, who was;
once asked to express hus choico botwoon
promotion from thu ranks and tho oxisting
systom candidly destared for the stalus quo
on tho very reasonable grounds that ser-
goants wore alwnys down upon the privates |
for trivinl matters which wero nlwgotlier out
sido the legitimite region of coutrol, .l
concerning which oflicers wero geneially |
ignorant and always indifferent,.  None do-
light so much in exercising tha petty povis |
leges of power as thosewho hive been sun:
jected to it and avo greody of possessing it
Evory onoe who knows anything of the Brit:
feh Avmy, is willing aud eager to ndmit thut
tho non‘cormmissioned ofticors aro the back.
bonu of the force, and it ia their untiving
zenl, ofticiancy, and pride of rank, winch
mako thom so; bul, apart from the reasons
which we have ussignod ns barring tho way
to thelr ndmission nto tho hgher ranks,
will any candid mind assert that with all
tbeir worth, thoy are the men that the army
would prefer to follow.and to whom it would
offer its most ready asllegzimen?  Augiin, il
the upperand middle classes aro to do any
figbting-at ull under our system of voluntary
sorvice, 1t is- clearly 1n the othicers’ ranks
that they must bo found, 1igh person.l
character, good social position, and sup rior
attasinments, {n a sensy, other than profes-
sional, are important desiderale for oflicers
of an army like our own, ‘Tho two latter
qualifioations are not to be loolked for in the
ranks,yot without thom it would bahflicult
to cusure to ofhcers that moral influenco
over men which, wo repeat, is indispensablo
to that discipline and inatuad contidenca
which the Irenoh s0 deplorably lacko:.
Genius is the only other means that we
know of to thu acquiremont of tho as:
ceadancy of the leaders over the led, and
it 18 unuecessary to add that genius,
whother for war or peace, is too rarve to be
admitted into the oalculation. Weo may
bo porfetly suro it would neyer be over
looked.

¢ But whilst it is thus essy to citoe objec-
tions to promotion from the ranksin the
case of our owa Army, it 18 well that those
whio believoin tho system should bo sware
of its restrictad oporation in the country of
its origin. In an official statemont 1ssued
by the French War Oiflice, it appears that
out of a.total of 314 generals, only 18 gune:
rals of division.and 32 of brigado woro pro-
moted from .the ranks, the remaimng 262
baving como either from the Polytechnigue
or {from St. Cyr, ‘L'ruly a marvellous decline !
and one which may oo expected to full sull
lower after the sad experience of thosystem
a8 a systein in rocont years. With o highor
standard of nationa! education 1t is possible
the day may come when the great objection
to promotion from the ranks would o re:
moved ; but our army iwould nasuvedly in
such an event be other than itis, for we
holu.education.of such a character as would
justifly it 1o be.wholly incompatiblo with our
aystem of servica.  Tho lapse into tho Ger
man principlo of service would be uuavoid:
able, Wo nro sangaine that the moral and
diséipline: of the Ariny would bo nretrieva:
bly injured. by an -attempt under cxisting
circumstances toalter the methol of o Scer

ing it 3 -and with these few observations wo

are compelled to coidciule for tho prer
sent our comments: upon a subjret watch
has of late engagod- the patoruar attenton
of more than one zealoy in tho ciuse of Ar

my Reform.”
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Wi hive to thic tho comtesy of Licut.
Colonel 5. Itics, Uwmted States Anny now
stationod at Fort Iinvensvordy, [wsas, the
talonted inventor of tas ** Rice Torpedo
Bayonat” and author of the Formalo for s
tactical apphication as well a3 of a vory vala
able pamphlet on “ Rapid field fortitication
for Infantry” also tho Laventor, of ** hioks,
hoole bands, and bk swivels fur atackiog
vifles,muskets and carbines" as well as author
of apwnpllot deseriptivo of thewe use for a
copy ofa ¢ Colloction of Tacticd] Stules,”

and o half of U fionl of atlick, In
Ctus connvction tho  recommondation of
, Genersd sie I Tusktein, wiich has alvoady
sppeared in tho VoLustaer Revicw,is noted,
and M jor General Macvovuan's ralos * Tu-
Junley must aldvance under fire in open forma®
lion.

o Thesame Lnfuntry which has soadeanced
 mast be able (5 resume wstantancously and
v without confusion thewr normal close tormation
before collision’” isquoted.  Tho rules adape
ted by thelTnited States military authosities

By Major WyLnys Lyaaxy of the l.'ui!ml‘ are us follows :—

States Army,  Thts valaable conutuution to
military literature consists of an * lnlro luer

tion'? by tho nuthor, in which he crystalizes
tho followinz : ¢ Infantry tacties in detail
tram the Irench of Captain Hamus Porior,
T've German Company column,aud Autumn
Manwuvres for 1373,

“ Buagiish formtioas for attick.”

It is at preseat with tho *introduction”
which wa shall deal und heartaly join in the
desire of the author that it will * direct the

attention of younyg military men to the come

porativo study of tho Iactics of the Field of
Battle,” and certuinly when that study is
presentod tho attriction as well as ple-sing
style of his hitle brockure wo would not give
any officer credit for literary tastson whose

mind it woulit not mako a fuvorablo impres
sion,

Major Livsay hiys down as an sxiom that
“Pactics i3 seience whaso principles are

fixed and immut:ble, Latin the application
of those immutable olements Lo nuw condi-
tions no appliod scionce 13 toduy 10 o state
of moro active trausition and davelopment.”
In the-servica to which tho gallaut aathor
Lelongs thero has Luen a recent revision and
assimilation for all arms” founded on the
neeessity for constant tactical change, and
the fact that in all armies ¢ Inffry” is tho
principal aray, that all otheis should be
assimilated thereto, tnd that tho sucsossful
application of what may be cailod the whole
mnchine dopends almost if nat altogether
on tho perfection of such assimilation. In
ordor to arrve at this puaint the drill or pa-
rade movements ara coafined ns nearly as
possible to those finding practicil applica
tion in war,”’ aad should consistof :

¢ 1. Movements to reach the ficld of ac-
tion,

2, Means of massing and deploying for
aclion, .

# 3 Movements of attack whi'e yet beyond

or at long range.”

In connection with this is what
may be called the modern ovder of
bittle. ¢ The singie aak foruation,* ne-

cessitated by tho rango and precision of mo
dern small arws,and our autbor lays it down
as a rule that * In the offensive wo should

hwve all the Jdfl:s in ac’inn anl no more
which from ke natwe of the ground can be

brought effictivcly into play,” tius can be at-

tained by assigoicg ole man {o every pace

(a) ** T'ho front of battle of any taclienl
umt ghall abwayy boar afixed prop. Yoa to
tho number of its componont files.

(h) © When man nro lnunched againgt an
en my in w'dtever for natien the actien of
cach inlividad man slill bo divectly to his
ftont,

() “Ifan eagiged lino veqaires to bo ro-
euforeed it shult be roouloreol directly
from the rear.

(dy “ 11w engaged lino requires to be
prolvaged to & flauk this shidl be acsvin-
pltshed by fresh troops from tho rear pros
paved fui stz cvenitaality, so that the men
omplaye | ta pralang such line myy them!
s lves ot individua'ly to the froat.

(e) * Tuat the main line of battle in at

tack howevor furmed shall invariably be proe
cedod by skirmishers.
(f) ** A company advancing under fire in
opeu formation shiil ba so many lines deep,
that tho front cavered by the opan formas
tizn shall be the samo in width ns that
¢ vored by the company n is usual closo
line formation,”

“The single company is takea for conven®
ienco of illustration and tho principle may
bo extended to a front of attack composed
of ary number of companies.”

Major Lvuay had previously pointed out

the dunger of extonding to & flank, under
fire, tho method of extension from ths rear
in a groat measure obviates the danger
arising.  Smeo pubtishing this pamphlet
the gallant anthor his el the opportucity
of praclically iesting the value of the rule
as laid down in the United Stites Army and
Nary Journal -of 31st October, under the
ciption of * A Fight with the Comauches
anl Kiowas'—is a despatch from Major
LyMax detailing o hard fought action with
those savages winch will be.read with ine
terest, espocinlly as the opportunity has
b.oen affurled of testing the value of the
Terraille system or rather formation, and it
appears to havo unswered all ends claimed
torit,
{f\WVe c.nuaot part with or gallant author
without oxpressing & wish that his little
book will ubtaia the full consideration it so
richly merits, and we should liko to sce it in
the hns of ail our ofticers capable of ap-
preciating its con'nnts.  As an exposition
of applied tactics it is the best we have ever
read.
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