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THE FRENCIT CAVALRY—1870,
Lrrwen lo, 2,

After the futile disaster which attended
the first employment of the Frenoh cavalry
in the war, no ono was willing to nceept tho
responsibility of having given tho orders
which led to so disastrous n result; and os
the sume misconception of orders happened
at Monzon, at Rezmville, and also nt olher
places (whilo our own shortcomings at Bala
cluva aro still so fresh in my memory) I can-
noc do better than givo Colonel Bunie's own
words ; he says: * When an side-de-camp
conveys the order to charge to a cavalry
oflicer, he must not scem in too gregt
burey, for the instinctive iden of tho officer
is to obey at onco, without as it ware, tiking
time to reflect, as bofore ull ho is afenid of
being nccused of slowness or cowardice  All
this is extremely unturul, and if one is not
careful to nscerlain exuetly the object to be
guined and'also to reconnoitre the ground,
you entuil the destruction of the troops en -
gaged.”

Now the cavahiy was sactifi ed for what ?
to suve infuntyy and give 1t time to retieat
—well a small portion of one regiment was
saved,but at the cost of three times as many
men and hiorses as there were foot soldiets
swved 3 and there was noratreat but a rout,
for the whole corps d'armee fled pell mell,

Reichshoffen was the direction tuken, at
Niedezbroun orders were given (0 make for
Siverne as & rallying point ; and oflicers and
soluiors, generals, cannons and waggons all
in one disorderly tnob, pushed along the
road all night, arriving between the 61h and
Tth August. Naturally it was expected that
now order would be restored, when sudden-
ly the parade call sounded, and the eavalry
at once mounted and marched without rest,
by Phalsbourg to Sarrebourg; how they
were to live was & question which presented
itse)f to the minds ol most, for the enewny’s
country had captured everything at the bat-
tles of Wissenbourg and Froeschwiller; for-
tunately they excited sympathy frem ths
peasantry who fed them. Acgrived at Sarve
bourg,regiments were reformed, aud returns
of killed und wouuded sent in—hat at mid
day on the Sth the order was given to sad
dle and bLridle, and retreat to Lunnevilie;
where it was hoped everything required
would bo supplicd—hardly howover had
the unfortunate and weary troops arrived,
shen the German eavalry were again upon
them, end cooking pots hud to be emptied,
forago takken from the horses, -and bridling
up witns all hasto thé retreat coatinued by
Colombey, Beaumort,Neufchatear,nd Join®
vsille—finally the corps &'armee of Maorshal

MeMahon reached Chalons on the 20th
August., '
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Now wlmi was tho part pln)éd by the
French Cavalry in this long retreat, sitply .
nil, for they neither cibtained information

nor fought ; it scemed to be a more trial of

speed, the only thought, to escape being cut
oft,

The route was continually being changed,
tho rations never camo bp until « lats houy,
and were then generally short in quantity
Moreover, owing to the bad habit of not
quartering themselves in tho willages, they
got but littlo rest.
August it rained incessantly and they had
for camping g ouuds, fields vuder water.
The enrth was s0 s01ked, that the pickeling
pegs had no hold : they hind neithor sheitor
nor straw to sleep on,und owing to the heavy
rain,could neithier light tives,nor dry clothas,
The horses were cqually. miserable, ‘The
wind blew nwiy a portion of their scanty
rations, and pressing  together, with
their backs up and
they endeavouted to protect  themselves

against  the  weather, Every morning
they were obliged to march, and men

and horses left the species of bog in
which they were euncamped, stiff), tired,
and out of epitits, IHow much betler tho
Germans understood the art of nar,  Aware
of the extiemo mmportince of preserving,
ubove all L hings the strengih of theirtroops,

they quurtesed them on the inlmlil:mls.'

During tho month of

their heads out,,

l hfo. exeeptna engingora or noldwrs, but on
cousideration this doos not seem to bo rea’
sonable ; the mixture of Frenchand English
cwdets should be u practieal advantago in
tho study of each others’ langunges, and an
education whicl, in addilion to the more
especially military branches, would probably
comprise modern languages, mathematics,
history, both civil snd military, drawing
chemistry and geology, and should bo cou’
sidored equal to n Univorsity Dogreo and
should have the same privileges, such for
instance us reducing tho law course from
fivo to threo yoars, it should also reduce the
timo of stuly for, surveyors and architects
and perhinps also in the medical course,

I think tht men in these occupations and
professions who had the advantage of a
thorough militnry educntion woull be found
to the lore in tho conuntry’s time of need of
great advantage,

May 9, 1874, C.

To the Ldilor of the Vornusteer Raview.
Si,—~I wonder whether the last rosolu,

tions of tho Dominion Rifla Associntion _in

refevence o the,Wimbleton ‘f'eam met with

your approval ?

' "The principle laid dowa is Lo select repre.
sentatives for one year on the basis of the

l preciaus yem's shooting.

As y u have not hitherto esntidered my

Iimmediately on their arival, the men were | opwion on such mitters of nny value,I quol.o
housed and the hotses put into barns; in,  from the remarks of a well known shot in
this manner they rested and diied tnem- | the Hamiiton Zimesof st week :  Not ono

selves, wero well fed, and in the best condi.
tion to continuo the st ruggle. -
By the French system of hivouacking,they

imagined they lessened tho cost of war for

the inhabitants, but such is no’ the case, for
soldiers who huvegto bivouac, lay haunds on
all the woorl nnd "Straswr that cin bo found
for cooking and caimping purposes,
would thereforo beless exponsive for a peas
ant to give & plaoa at _his fire, as he would
then avoid waste.

Besides all this if you do awsy with tents
you lessen thejamount carvied by the horse,
and could thus get more work out of bim,
and you would enable him to rest himself
by putting him under sheltet every might.

The cunpniga is about to entera fresh
phaso, but bufore giving a description of it,

wo will discuss the purt played by the cav

alry in the lnulcs around Metz.
- Vieute Moustacur,

THE MILITARY COLLEGE.

To the Edilor of the VoLuNtELR Riview,

Sie,—Could you give your readers some
information as to the West Point School, its
history angd results 2 I think that in viewof
tho Military Collego which is about to be es:
tablished,any information about i sinular es-
tablishiment would be vesy mnteresting to the
Force ut the present time.

It seems to mo that many people avo care
ried away with the idea that the graduatoes
of such a college would have 110 openings in

It.'

of the resolutions is to be commended. ‘Iho
first i3 ditectly contvary to the wishes of the
soveral Provinciul Associations and will be
decidedly unsatisfactory to tho mflemen of the
Dominion generally IHowever, the Inw has
been laid down nm¥ wo presume the Provin®
cial Associations must either abide by it or
decline to furnish representatives. The third
resolution is simply absurd. The competition
is to take place twelve months before the
Wimbledon meeting, and it is hard to say
where the members of the team will be by
that time,orin what condition to shoot.Theso
resolutions, on their face appaar to have
been paused by a body of mon to whom
¢ihie use of the rifls’ was an unknown sub-
Jeet and who had made up their miuds to
jump in the dark,”

These resolutions are passed by an asso-

. ciation, Lo which il seoms o ba offisially ro-
| commended that an additional mouey grant
' bo made by Government in consequence of
| their vrrtciuyey.  Whatinext,

| "

‘he Jetoish Chronicle says :—At n recent
-geeling of tle council representing the
Jowisls congregations of Berlin, a motion
was brought forward to the eftect thatim.
medinto steps should bo taken to mnke
arrangements far the ILeichenverbrennung
(hurning of Lodies) in one of the Jewish
cewmetoiies in the city, Tho motion was

adopted by a large majority.”



