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.. THE . VOLUNTEER REVLEWf

distance of objects rather under than over
what it really is. o
"e Let uy, finally, add a Lt detail, which
hagits valite, viz, that when aming with the
c¢leviting handle, there is no longer aquos-
tioh n3'to snioke, whether coming from one's
own guns or from those of the cnemy,
hindering the operations or not.
“The (ollowirig objection - may here be
made, however, viz, .that aiming by meins
of tho clevating screiv. can never be so ac
“curate hz aiming in the regnlar manner by
the’tangentscale. ‘It may, however, be met
by this answer, that the cerrors which result
from this method of proceeding will always
be notably less than those which the captain
will make in judging the distance of the ob-
ject to be ‘fircd ‘at by the eye. Tha use of"
the handle of tho elevating screw cn
nlone be depended on for regulating dis -
tances.’’

The foregoing is the wethod employed in
the Prussian Artillery a4 the commencemant
of 1873, _Thero is nothing to show that any
,og}er method has sybsequently been adapt-
ed.. *“At this moment, pérhaps,’ says the
Inpalide Ruysse, from which we have taken
the foregoing information, ‘it is a que tion
wheiber some new method may not have
been found, forin the Prussian Army the
motto is ‘nunquam dormio.’. Every one is
constantly oceupied in busily searching for
new methods of fighting, with a viéw .o the
battles of the future.” ‘

The ITuvalide Russe has lately published a
second article, thé author -of which peints
out that this method of »djusting the eleva
tion by means of the ¢levating screw alone
is known in Russia. In an article inserted
into the Ruvsian Journal of Artillery (No. 1
1873), it'Is ‘proposed to alter . the elevating
screw’' of ‘the ‘cannons de 4, and to make
divisions on the head of the exterior screw,
go'that one can see ecxactly what fraction of
a‘turn the screw has made, The author of
the article’ has’ ctlculgp'e@,i'thé{ belatio
existng between the éxact ahjount of efevar
tion or depression piven by the turu ot the
screw, and the ¢onsequent difference in
elevition or r:nge.” ’

. ~TRIAL - OF MARSHAL BAZAINE .

.. .. . From Broad drrow1lth O¢l. ...

i The long-expeocted trial of Marshal Bag:
#ind was commenced. ju the Trianon at Ver-
sailles on Monday last; . the 6th instint. ‘The
numtier . of. witnesses .. summoned. $o0' give
evidence. -for the prosecution is 272, of
whom 129 -are military witnesses, and 143
civil - amongst, them. nine -womsen.. Tne
military witnesses are. ogmposed of two
marshals—Cnbrobert and Léboouf, 7 geser:
als, 12 colonels, 11 lieutenant colohels, 20
m-jors, 23 captains,3 liettenants, and 5 sub-
- lieutenants, a- number ofsoldiers, &c. The
most conspicuousamongst the civil witnesses
are General Leflo, Irench ambassador at
St - Pegérsburg, end four. members 6f the
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Combier, ar Rapaan, The wilggases
for the def;g%‘&f%”expéépe& to n‘uﬁmefﬁm
or/15." The Jotirnal de Pty statés thil no

Jees than (63 places were demandedHy1o-!

presentajives 0! the French wand foreign
press, and that the building -would;not per
niit of ccominodation being giveh {0 mora
thap ‘860" It wasthereforé sattled to confids
the Juty of vepofting thé procéedings 15
official shorthand writers, ho would every
two hourd comittiinicate an - abridged réport
10 thesp representatives of the press Whom
it wowtd be laipossible to' ndmit' into the
hall. * The mrsiif, - whose fafe Is'at length
t0 ‘e decided, was removéd from hid-ptison

Jelationy

in.the Avenue <le Picardia at Versailles to
~the Trianon on the 26th or 27th ultimo.
The court .was opened ata quarter past
Lwelve on Monday under .the presidency of
General the Duc d'Aumale. Tho marshal
having been Lrought into couct, the order
for Lis trial sud the names of the officars
sitting as. judges. werc read . The marshal
wore his uniform and the Grand Cross of the
Legion of Ilonour. Ue was seatod in an

among whowm arc
his son, ang to assist them in military détails
Colanel Villette, of the Staff,

At the request of the president, the ac-
cused statoed his Christian and surnames, his
.profession, tanlk,  &c.! The hames of the
‘witnesdes were then 'called ovér, of whoth
very few were absent, The names of Jules
Favre, Regnier,and [Forest Guard Scalabrino
created some sensation among the public.
After this the sitiing was suszpended fora
short time. On:resuming the president
ordered that a sialement of Marshal Baz-
aine’s services since the beginniug of his
militiry career should: bo read, as well
as “'the . difforent “distinctions conferied
upon him, and tHe number: of wonnds h
had received. )

The report of the committee of inquiry
into the capitulption of Metz, pursuant to
which the marshal was ordered, to sppesr
before a court mastial, was then read, but
was very indistinctly heard iu consequence
of being delivered with a weak voice. This
document, which has not been published by
the Journal Officiel with the other reportd
relating to the same affair,is rendered neatly
useless * by the lengthy report of General
Riviere,which conclueds against the marshal,
The aecused listenea attentively without ‘be-
traying any emnotion, '

After tho reading of . the wle d'accusation,
the clark of thg court raad tl;le‘ppder to
ishituta. progeadinga, agai ttmf 3|
Ag?&dggh%mﬁqf lfa‘y, fg?g.‘ and . migoed by

General Cissey, the *Minister of: War. . This

taking proceedings ngninst Marshal Bizaine
for the capitulation of the army and the
surr¢nder of Metz. =~ " ,
The reading of General Rivieve’s report
commengcedl ‘af 2 p. m. It recalls the plans
of campaign. pioposed with the-oUlject of
Qarrying on the war.ag unst (Grermany, gives
a skatch of the bdttle of Forbach on the 6th
of August. - laying especial stress upow the
responsibility nssumed by Marshal Bagine
in pot having gone to the agsistnnce of Gen
eral Frossard, who was atwscked by superior
forces, - The report. ,in continyation. points
out the responsibility of the marshal in the
events which followed his appointment to
the chief command of the army of the Rhine
on th 12th of August, and partially, explains
the errors committed by the marshal, who
gought to -gscape from the control jof the
Etaperot, though. .the. latger atill remained
with, the army.. . It alto alludes the missalies
by’ the matghal up. to. the :1fth of
August, and’ maintains that.he, was never
desirous of leaving Metz. ’
The sitting was then brought to an end.
“. . - . SECOND DAY.
0d Tusday” (he’ Duc d’Aumale: the. presis
dent of the coupt marisl, entered the hall at,
twenty minutés past l.'v'g“lv‘e.i follawed. by the
other metnbers of the eourt. 'He directed
that gm)haLBazainé #hopld be brought into
courf, and the marghal  was_ accordingly
ushered in. . Several witnésses who,balong

to the unnexed provinces. being abaent, di_
plomatic measyres are being tani?‘gzk:o,facg::-

armghair, Baying his: council by his side,!
Maitre Lachaud; "and’

‘bis aid .in-time.
‘favourabld moment,the commandar dxn:chief,
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tato their attendance. These and soveral
matters of form having been disposed of.the
clerk resumed the reading of General Rivi.
iere’s report, which now entered upon one

-of the most important poiuts of theindict-
-ment, already mentioned in the portiou

read yesterdoy-—viz, that Marshal Bazainc
stopped his advance afler .the battle of Re-
zonville, fought on the 16th of August, al-
laging as a reasop that ha was ghors of am-
munition and: provisions, This :matter is
minutely ¢xamined by the report, and Gene
ral Riviere summarises his opinion upon it
as follows : —On the ovening of the 16th of
August, the marshal had (inovisions sufficient
for tne 17th and I8th and part of the.19th of
August. Besides, there were-the rest of the
provision. traing nt band, .which conld have
Joined hioh on the morning of; tlwy17¢h; and
there were provisions in readiness at Verdan
and along the route. It would be steange
that, under such circumstances, the com.

mander in chief should believe such a scar-
city to.exist as Lo compel him {o retreat, and
in fact he did not believe it. . He admitted
this in . his examination,.'and attribated to
clerical errors thé assertions of his desputch
on the subject of the insufficient supply of
‘provisions. *In my idea,’” he said, ¢ it was
not that the provisions ran short, but that

-they should have been diitributed; in sucha

manner a8 to make each man carry "two or
‘three days rationsin his haversack; and thits
relieve us-of our immense train. /“Fjus,”
continues General Riviore; ¢ thé' question
simply concérns the difficulty of distributing
the provisions, but: this ‘difficulty was not
insutmountuble. - By giving ord:rs on.the
everiing of:the 16thiinstant, the convoy as.
sembled 4t Ban-Saint Martin could easily
have made thie twelve kilometres ‘betwasn
Metz and the plateaxu, and the distribution
could have been made on the morning of
the 1T -

“The: report proceeds to examine the
murshsl's oondudt at the battloof St. Privat;

'oh the 1Sth of 7Awgubt. :Tideséribes this

order slates that there are good grounds for position of his army on_that day, ' and lays

.

stresd on the capital importance of defend-
ing the ground occupied by .his right wing
near the villuge of St. Privat, to the rearof
which is situated: the ocounter-fort ofiSt,
Quentin. This position commanded the sole
outlet towards the plateau of St Queati,
and its  poysession: was:essential. tommakle
the marshal to reeume his march.noriliweeds:
These atrategital: considerations saustiiave

" been evident. :to an officet of the mparshial §

experience  and if. nothigg in his arrange~
ments manifested the resolution to.defend
a putrance the posilion ocoupied by his right;
how can his conduot be explained excapty
the conclusion, at which .he had already
arrived, not to-legve Meta? . ...y -
‘The reportshows how the enemy's atbacks.
which commenced at eleyep a.p.,: continued
throughout the day, aud. inorenspd'in: viol
ence op the marshal'ssight..; ;.. .0
. Three German sriy corps, numbering al-
together 90,000 men, with, 280 guns, were
masged. mq;z{ ‘Ahe  6th Corps, which: con-
sisted -only of 26,000 smen: with 78 guas
insufliciently :served -with ammunition.and
utterly destituto of mitrailleuses, althaugh
the ground was particularly favonrable for
the employmaeat of thaterms, - .., o
i MarghalCimrabéét’s resistance was hervio,

-and .would, have been. effectual lad the

gunrd apd e reserve artiitéry been,sént to
But in ordor - to seize the

who alona ‘had. the power to disposeof ithe
reaerve, should: have. been in s positiod to
know how matiers: stood. . And -how coald
this be the case, when Marshal Bamine only



