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certaîuily lend tu failuro. Tie li(toriiionitro iotlikcly
to have inticit to give tlîem if the plobiscite succeoe,
ani to court tlioir support would not bc calcuîI:ttd tu
increase the liborality of the anany friende of prohibitory
legislation._____

THE DESTrRU'CTION 0F CALVINMSb.

T IIF 11ev. S. G. Bland is one of the ablest and incu.;t
thottghtfül of tho younger Mothodist inisters in

Canada to-day. At the meeting of the Montroal
Confcrene last week hoe gave a carefully propared
aiddress on the changes now proceeding iu roligions
thoitght aud lifo. In the course of this hle reported

:is saing:
"'Irobably of ail changes in the religions thought

and life of to-day the mont pregnaxit wus found in our
chuînged conception of God. The democratie spirit of
the inetecnthi century liad co.eperated %vith Methoiei
in dihe dcstruction cf the Calvinistic idea of sovercignitv
and the substitution of the idea cf fatherhood, for the
genluis ofdcmocracywias friendiuess. Itwias inovitable
that the righits cf mnt should be asqsertcd as weIl as
tle sovecigtuty of God. A God above ethicai criticism
had te disttppear as well as a king who ruled by divine
riglit."

WVe have ne wisli te bo hypercriticalin matters cf
this sort, and porhaps at botteni ie arc substntiadly
al, oue witit the speaker, but we cannot help thinking
the abovo mode of stating lus position ineet unfortunate
aînd an nnhappy survivai of the sy8tematic mis-
rej>resentation cf Calvîisi.m once se coimmon among
the more ignorant Methodist preachers. There seeni
te, be several presuppositions invclved, against which
we are hounci to pretest.

Tt is impliedl, for exanîpie, that the Calvinistie idea
cf God's sovereignty le fundainentaily epipoe( to the
dcmbjwratic spirit and that il wa.s bennd te disappear
with the truinipli cf deutaocracy ilong with the old iclea
of the divine right cf king.e. But surely Mr. Bland
inuet have read hi!story te littho puurpcee if he debes n'ît
know that the cause cf freedoan and thc progress tif
truc demnocrtic ideas iiwe maure to the adheretîts of
Calvinisni titan te ail ethers conibined. It was thte
idea cf te sovcreignty of(Cod that gave te deatlà.blow
te te fiction cf the divine rîght cf kings. Ils defeindcr.
were Arnîjin.ns.tliost te a matt. Tiieinodem MNethto-
dists have but cntered ii te hieritage of liberty won
foîr thmni liv te ScîîLljsh C.îvenanters antd the Calv'in-

isti l>uitas cfl~îtlau . Eventhie Metiodi;tCiturelt
%vas anîd cetîtinuti tu bc a~ des4potic body until it
adîîpted I'rcsbyteri-.iiniethod(i of goverrnte Ictîît

Tien it le implicd that the idea of Godls sovcrcignty
i4 sonichow antagonistic te thte idea of the divine
fatheritood, and that Mothedisai dose ios credijt for
hîringing this last idet tu the front. Weal, if titey have
itelped we are glati cf it, but wo venture te say that in
the past thte preaciing cf -heui lire " as a neaus cf
frighteniug moa int the Kîtîgdotn of Hocaven lias beeti
mureceharacteristie cf tho M.Ncthediet iniuistry titan of
att> other. Wlitn a Calvinist etnphasir.ed that asptect
lie waq at once ttoted Lq excelitioual. Jonathan
FÀIward's !sermnîi on Il The Sinner in tlie hatîds of ait
Angry God " je rotuatrked te this day. Cadviistic
scotland had ifqls e]eil ire Johiiiie.î" but they were
few andi far belween. slimirgeun in his younger days
was nicknaîmed Il briietotto," thougli ini ail his maturer
ycars hoe dwelt; upei tce graceocf God rather thati on
the terrons cf thc law. No Metitodist ever won eticl

an unexîviable distinction, simpîly becauso they were
practically ail of that class.

Furthcr, iL is lînflied thatt tite ('alviniktie Mea tir
< Sîd ivas that tif .1 fleîîg ithoîvte etIieal Vrtivisîta1. If
titat mnuts tdut Calvittiets lîelieved tîet, ivas nu
grtnd for suci criticisisi but. finît tlie'.Judtgo tif ail the
cartiî îould dIo righit theti ire ngrce withi Itîtai. Buit, if
it illans titat Ile W11a4 suîpuised te o iiitreretît tii
ethictil cotxeidcmatioue. theti we recputliate it vitit ait
cartcetuces9. Calviniets always mtade mnucît or the
Old Testament and one of Lite grent feaittire-q of its
tcachiug his always becti recgîuizcd, tu lie aibsolutt
righitcoluslncss. and luolincess of Gud.

Fittally, il, ls niphicd liero tduit Calvinisnt le dead oir
uieifly se. We agrce tuit te ('t.lvitiistni of Mý%etltolit
caricature is dend, for it nover iived. ]lut we venture
te prediot tîtat the Calvinignt of history will live for
111.:111y a long (mv to conflotind the heriffl o f its
:îpproaemhing dissolution. Tîtero itevor %vete so ttîatîy
Calviiiests in lte worhld as tu-day anud thte S-itorter
Catecismn was neyer itefore stulicd hiby su inauî as~
niow. It ie inaking et)ite.ucts Lîio ini îjîtrtere littie
suspected. Under Vie ucw naetile.s of eviii îtiin :ultd
lieredîity, miodern science pîays its ioiage. WVc have
evon met nut a fow etdistîiister4 %wlio were as5
Civinistic as unie would wiglt te sec withiîut knoiwiîtg
il. Coteal frein thtin the old faîniliar lmattie crîcg
and ntost of tieni wolcoîtuc its teaeiting a:a tlie vcry
trit cf te Gospel.

IFE ANI) WVORK.

T1 'IIE report whici 'will lie re:tdl îith iiiiist attenttiont
hytloso intcrcsted in te epiritual lhcaiti t ofthe

church je thant on life atnd work. It cover.e ità:ity pîages
antd lelis witlt mny imtpuortant lî'jcs, suelb as lthe
regular work cf the tninistry, religion Ui itehme,
cluurch 2ervice.4, systeinatic, givittg, teuîiperatîco, lthe
Pleliieite, and Sabiatît obiservance. T1ite report coni-
t4itnq statteinetits- wltielt are eceeri:tg anîd encouragitîg
on te cite hinl, antd on te otiter - tàltig.s littel tu
fil lte Citriqtiani heart îvith feelings of dtleî'iet grief.
Atnng those latter are the dccrcasing tîuiher of
hotes iu wici the fatnily :iltar is liîêtîiîtrd.
Fatnily wor.siip is delinittg, not growiîîg ini fav.îur
atnong te ciurchit neiniiers atmîd ln njjiuy eaec.q
even wltere fitiy jîrayers are saitl, the exercise iý,
a niere fîîriality. Tlhis contditiot isl very justtly
deplored, anid doessumuade the sericîts attention cfr lite,
Cltnrel. Tiie hointe life is te coirner stoie u' te
fitbric cf chutreli work, and weak, lire te 4iuuier-
strutcture wili prove faulty. liert- aise i4 tî lie fotinti
te exjîiauntionu of another compliaisit in te repoîrt,

namelvy ltat Su large a proiportion ofi mîir yoiîuug nien1
tnake ii profeee9iotî of faith in i Christ :nîfl t1chline Lui
give Ilini aiîy piedges of titeir loive antd service."
Tie youing Ipehle are influenceil Iîy htuttîies and
example moire ti:tn by atIy tltitg cit it reiigiîîu.
mnaLter.q. W~lton, titcrcfore, cx:îîtiile is :uwqallilg jît lte
home, anid tit mark cf vital religion cît ere lthe ytiung
itici anîd woinca <l(Ioumit conte flrivard as jîrofessing
Christians.

'lice bright side, ltowever, i' luit wamtiug ini culer.
Agaimiet the bat'k-griîutd are iuaty jeliauant piitîtres.
The t~isel is preachied iisiq pkîurity. ai îover,
genuine followers tif te LI4ulti Ure atoither few, itor
1-aithless, te eldler.lii, te Salilatit RseItoît, lthe
varions4 agenciesq are ulltiîtoîl hy fe4irle.es witt-ee.t for
the Lord antd Masiter. and( the' goiid secd is iîe*îril>g
golden fruit inti matiy lleearte. ILlb i the clii qtory.
.Sido hy sido in lthe claurcit arc lthe repîresentatives oif
the wiacat anîd the tares, of lte cînjty îIrtufessgor and
lte real di4ci1ile. Ilow 1<> st lahur ne to roette te
former andl niurturo Lte latter is lte îirobiilctî tif Lte
Chircit and te ittiluence tif the hte, anti cf the
imulie exatîtpie cf dit real Clirisitiatii- canitot Ieo over-
estinîated, ae means te the desîred enîd.
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