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ruddy fire. An oid-fashioned chintz-covcrcd easy-chair
on the hearthrug offered a corniortable resting.plice,
into wvhich the minister droppcd weariiy, holding out
bis thin hands gratefuiiy ta the glowing lient.
Although consumed wvith curiosity as ta the suddcîî
ending of the session meeting, Christina restrained
herseif until she shauid have doctored the study tire.
Shr, proceeded there with an nrmful ai wood, and
quickiy a pleasant crackling fram the other side af the
hall indicated tbat the ire svas set in motion.

When she came brick, after carefuliy closing the
door behind ber, she stood stili in the middle ai the
kitchen floor and regarded the minister with a canipre-
bensive and anxious look. Ail at ance she seemed to
realize that the mnaster she had served sa faithfüily and
lang wvas a feeble aid man tottering an the brink ai the
grave. This thoughit sent a sudden stab ta bier heart,
and gave a certain shriliness ta bier vaice as sbe
repeated tbe question about the meeting.

IIt is flot over yet, Christina," said tbe .minister
mildly. IlMàr. Rattray tld mie it was the desire of the
meeting that 1 should withdraw, wbicb, ai course, I
did at once, uniderstanding. that 1 was the subject
wbich tbey wisbed ta discuss.'

Christina staod sulent witb bier armis falded. il
certain bard look came upon bier wvide, pleasant mouth,
and she feit disposed ta utter some plain remarks about
the Kirk session af Wildersbaugh.

"lI have known for some time, Christina," said tbe
minister, in a slaw, painful voice, Il tbat my services
are no langer acceptable as tbey were ta my people.
The reason for tbis, I stlppaae, is not far to seek. 1
arn aid and spent, and tbey desire a young man ini my
place."

IlIf ye are auld and spent, si.r," said Christina,
indignation and ematian struggiing for tbe mastery in
lier vaice, Il in wba's service hae ye spent yoursel' I
sbould lîke ta ken ? Eh! I wouid just like ta let tbem
bae my tangue for five minutes in the vestry I wad
Kirk session tbemn! A bonny Kirk session tbey are,
witb tbat upstart Rattray at their bead! I

IlHusb, Christina," said the minister miidly, trying
ta restrain the outpauring of bis faitbful servant's
wratb. IlI cannot.* listen ta sucb wvords. IL is a liard
case, of course ; but they bave right an their side. 1
will save tllem the painful duty by sending in my
resignatian this very nigbt."

"«'Deed, and ye'll do a heap less," said Christina
indignantly. " 4What for sbouid yau resign? Ye bave
been minister o' Wildersbaugb for forty years, and
wbatever tbey may say, tbere's no' a minister in the
courtry-side can preach the Gospel like ye. It's that
tbey dinna like, sir. They want a young man that bas
neither hope or Gospel in bim, sa that hie may preacb ta
snit tbem, Pharisees that tbey are! "

««Christina," said the minister tremblingly, "l will
you bold your pence? 1 knoiv very well tbat your
worcis are actuated by your devotian ta me ; but thsty
are nat becaming, and I pray that they may fiat be
true. Se if my fire has kindled, in order that 1 may
go ta my awn room."

Thus rebuked, but flot at ail humbled or convinced,
Christina bounced into tbe study and gave the unoffend-
ing ire a vigorous poke. The minister followed bier
there, and drawing in his worn leather chair ta the fire,
sat down, flot giving Christina the sligbtest encourage-
ment ta remain ar ta utter ano:ber word.

About baîf an bour later a loud and imperative
knock came ta the front door, and Christina, with a
very forbiddig look on ber face, made haste ta open it.
Uer expression did flot hecorne pleasanter as she recog-
nized the figure ai Alexander Rattray, the chief
tnercbant and leading resident in \Vildershaugli, as
well as ruling eider in the Kirk session.

Il Good evening, Christina," lie said affably "is the
minister in il"

"lFine ye ken he's in," she snapped. I wonder ye
dirmna tbink black, burning shame o' yoursel', Sandy
Rattray ta stand there and ask if be is in, kennin' wvbat
your errand ; s 1 "

At this unexpected outburst the mercbant's rubicund
face rcddened a little more.

I do not wvislî ta bear any ai yaur impertinence,
waman," b.e said angriiy ; "land it shows how very
littie contrai the minister bas over bis own household

wlien yau wouid dare ta speak in such a manner ta me.
i shall îot mnii ta complain ta bîm .%bout it."

IOh, ye can say wvhat ye iike about me, my man,"
said Christina in iofty scarn. Il It'ii neithier mak' nie
up or down lvi' the minister. X'e're a bannie lot ta biaud
a nieetîn' ta send tue minister away ; and I hape he'il
stand on bis richts and snap bis tlîoamb nt ye. Fine ye
ken lie can bide ifl be iikes.'*

These words goaded tbe merchant inta such anger
that hie could nat trust bimiself ta speak further wîtb the
'voman. He therefore brushed past bier and, without
kn,)cl< or ceremany, himseif apened tiie ministers' study
door.

Mr. Gîlruth, having lieard the vaices at the door,
stood up expectantiy wvhen the eider entered. There
'vas a sulent dignity and pathos in the aid man's attitude
and laok wvbich made.t certain impression on the sordid
soul ni the man who bad striven so biard ta serve bis
awn ends.

I b ave camie, MIr. Giiruth," b. said rather quickly,
"ta intimate ta you the resuit of the meeting"

"i amn waiting ta hear it, sir," said the nlinister
quictly.

Concludeil ,ae.i week.

THE HOME C/R CLE.
PRAYER.

Wu have no teara T1hou wii not dry
WVo have no wounds Thou wilt net boa!;

No sorrows piorce our huinan hoarta
That Thou, dear lSaviour, doat net fol i

Thy pity iike the dew distils,
And Thy compassion, like the light,

Our ovcry morrnîug ovorflls,
And crowns with stars our overy nighît.

Tiîank Ood overy morning whcn you get up that you bave
soinathing to do that tay which muet. be dons whether yen, like it
or net. Being forced to work, and forced ta do your beatwill Lrecd
in yon teinpcranco, self-control, diligence, atrtugth of wili, content,
and a hundred v'irtues whîcb the idie will never know.-Chas.
Kingsley.

Beautiful water 1 Thora in ne blond uitain in its crystal depthi,
ne iiiadncsa and no murder in its fbain! IL nover broka a niother'a
hearL; iL nover ruined a reput.ation ; it naver sent a pour wretch
shricking to the galiow. ,Io poison bubbles on its brinki1 Never
did palo.faced wife, or star,ýing cld, or broken hoarted mother
wcop inte iL a bitter tear; nover did drunkard howl back froîn bis
deathbed a bearful corse upon iL ! Thoro a inen curso hue. Sing
songs of ruby wine if you wili, band round the goblot if yeu
chee; but

"Oive water ta me, bright water to me:
It cooleth tho brow, it cooloih the braie,
It maketh Lb. weak man atrong &gain."'

J. B. Gough.

FAITHFULNESS IN HUMBLE PLAQES.
That is a very tender story oonoerning faithtless in humble

places whioh Jean Ingeiaw bas related for ns:
It wac in one of the Orkney Islands, fer beyond th. north o!

Sootland. On the oai of tbis island thera stood ont a rock,
osied the Lonely Book, very dangerons te navigatots.

One nigbt, long age, thora mat .n a fitbermau's but ashore a
young girl, toiiog at ber opinning wl'eei, leoking out upon the
dark and driving Coande, and Iistening anxionsly ta the wind and
soa.

At lai jhe marning came, and one boat, whiab shouid bave
been riding on the waves, was miesiug. It was ber faibersa boat,
ana halt a mile f tom the ottage ber fatber's body wam fannd,
washed up on tbe shoe. lie had bean wreoked againat tbis
Lanely Rock.

That wae mare tban fil ty yaars &go. The girl watohed ber
fatber's body, according ta the oustom of ber poople, tll it wus
laid in the grave; thon sbo lay down on ber bcd and siept. Whou
the night came aho arase and set a oanaie in ber casemont, au a
btacon toi tho Lihermen, ana a guide. Ail night long abs st by
the candis, trimmed iL wben ii iliokeca awn, and spun.

As mauiy banks of yarn as abe bad spon beforo for ber daily
bresd, ebo mpun stili, and one bank over for ber nightly cand.
Ana fram tbat time ta the teliing o! this story-for flfty yeare,
tbrough yon lb, maturity, into oId ago-sahe bas tumnba nigbt inta
ay. And in tbe auowatormm of winter, lu tbe serens calma of
summer, tbrougb driving mista, decoptive moonlight, andl soismun

155

'I


