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ivithout lessening the devotional interest or inîpairirg thec
missionary action, it may flot be possible to do something
in the wYay af regular instruction wvhich wiIl tend to givu
a fuller knowledgc af our Churche'.- history and of the
testimozîy committed ta ils care. Information or sug-
gcstions bcaring on this part of the Conmmittees work slxuulf;
be sent to N. E. Jordan, B.A., Strathroy Ont., as soon as
possible, in ordcr that a report may bc prepared before
the meeting of next Assembly. ___

The Decline of Family Prayer.

A veteran missioîîary %vas once asked, says 71fe Outlook,
on bis return fromn the Orient, what signl of change during
bis tan ycars' absence mast imprcsscd him. He replied,
IlThe decline of family warship in the Chiristian homes
wvhere I amn a guest." A contrast af this sort among Uni-
tarians between the prescnit and the prccding generation
bas recently been noted in the IlChristian Register."' It is
not limited to them, and is an increasing contrast. Not
only is the morning family worship omitted, but the blessing
at the table also. Some theory of causes is likely to corne
first ta mind, but a more important nmatter is the consider.
ation of effccts. It is a well establislied psychological prin-
ciple tlint expression lias a stimulating reactian upon feeling,
and that the life of feeling s.) depends- on the stimulus or
tlîis reaction that if it bc restrained the feeling declines.
Moreover, while religion is essentia'ly personal between each
individual and God, religious feeling cannot be s,-ti.-ied
witoaut social expression, since we are essentially social
persons. Neither is the individual the social unit, but the
family is the integer, and the individual but a fraction. The
decadence of family vorship is flot only the impoverishmient
of sccial religious fee.ag, but it is the promotion of the
excessiv- individualismn fi-rn %vbich in our lini hlotU tbe
family and the community suffer.

Many can remember when eveniuig as weli as morning
prayer %vas tUe rule in religious families. Social engage-
ments and late bours have altogetber driven out the evening
prayer, and early trains to business now threaten to exclude
the morning prayer. But to maintaîn the spirit of religion
apart from its foi-m is a hiope without warrant from experi.
ence. There are, fia doubt, a few

"Whose faith lias contre overywihee,
Nor cares ta fix itaolf ta, form."

It is otherwise îvith most of us. It is otberwise in every
family wl±cre there are childrcn. A religions spirit cannot
grow, neither can it sustain itself, except at a "'poor dying
rate," apart from embodiment in outward expression. So
long as a faithful lice in purity of heart dcpends on the
habituai realization of the presence of Cod ard aur filial
relation ta 1-Iim, so long is the daily tcknlowledginenit of this
ai the family altar indispensable for those wvbo 'vould not
only make their daily calling a divine service but teacli tlîeir
childi-en ta do se. What is the quarter-hour tbat one should
grudge h for this? "Frayer and provender hinder fiaman."
Time is given ta fit the auter maan foi bis daily gaing forth
into thc world, but thc inner mani is fia less îîeedy.

The Sin Against the Holy Spirit.*
DYT REv. ADDISoIl P. PO5TF.R. D.D.

Our Lord wvas accused by tbe Pbarisees of casting
out demons by the hclp af Satan. It ivas an outrage-
ous cbarge, but as tbe miracle itself ivas beyond ques-
tion, Mis enemies could find now ather way ta break its
force. On this Christ sternly warned His hearers flot
ta commit the sin against tbe Hoiy Spirit.

THIE NATURE 0F TIIE SIN.
What is this sinP Christ implies that tbe Pharisees

were guilty afit. The incident certainly shows the ele-
mentc; of the sin. The wrong-daing af the Phiarisecs
on tlîis occasion enters imita the mystericus sin. 21:ey
treatcd divine goodness as evil. When God's power
through Christ healed the demoniac, tbey calied it
devilisb. Nothing strikes a more serious blaw at
humanity than ta canfound maral distinctions. Here
were the great teachers af a nation trying ta abliter-
ate the moral sense of the ccmmunity. Christ's wark
they attributed ta Satan. It was the act af wreckers
luring -i ship upaîs the rocks. It was the consumma-
tian cf villainy.

"A Meditation buead an (Matt. xii. 22.87; Mlark iii. 19.80) in the
Bible Ezndy Union Course on "isThe Toacblnge rit Cbriat."

These Phisi.ees were guilty in another way ; tIîý'
cied the Pe~rsona! iziience of Godi. God works oin-men
throughi the Spirit. Thîe nine then nîcant ta the Jewý,
-for it %vas belte the doctrine ai tic Trinity was fully
formulated,- God in contact iil huminity. Sa here
Christ claimed ta cast out demons by the Spirit of 'Gad.
The Spirit's close relation ta mlan's soul theso false
teachers repudiated, and tlîi wvas a fearful sin.

More than this :Christ wraughit M-is miracles ta
substantiate 1-is dlaims. The Phiarisees in trying ta
break their force iecre giiy if rejelitig ivicic for
Christ. Treating 1-is miracle as t rani the devil, tlîny
regarded it as proving nothing. They closed the door
against the plainest evidcnce. It is arnazing how far
belief is uer aur controi. M'e caji refuse ta lîcar
e% idence. We can twist and torture 1Ilit argumenit te
be deducted froni evidence. We can close hieart and
intellect against tbe force ai trutlî. This ruarvellous
power over beliefs is why Christ says the Spirit shaîl
canvînc.. men of sin because they believe flot on lIiim..

Otie other clement iii thecir sin ivas dishonoring <md
opposing the Holy -Spirit. Our Lord calîs the Pharisees'
canduct Il lasphemy against the lUoly Spirit." -could
anytlîing be mare horrible th n ta charge tlîat IHià
wvork: ivas train Satan ? But alasphemy, as the Jevs
understood it, meant resistance ai the Divine influence
and treasan agaînst God. God reconciles us ta Him as
loving and loyal subjects, if at ai], thi-ougli the I-ioly
Spirit. The Spirit alone can move out liearts ar-d bring
us ta Christ. To defy the Spirit, then, is ta appose the
ane influence that can save us. I tis to smite the laving
hands; that reacli out ta snatch us frin the ragitîg
seas.

Al this shîows îvhat is this great and mysteriaus sin
against the l-oly Spirit wvhicli Christ denourices. Il is
the sin of defiant refusaI ta accept Christ as Saviaur, or,
in briefer wvards, cf persistent impenitence. Such im-
penitence is the result ai confounding gond and evil, of
struggling agaînst the fatlîerly influence af God, af di!,.-
regarding the plainest proofs af Christ's dlaims, and ai
driving the Spirit fi-rn aur hearts.

TIIE SERIOUSNESS 0F TIuE SIN.

It is nat strange, thon, that this sin is declared ta
be cternal. In Mark, according ta the impressive change
in the Revision, Christ declares that be that Ilshall
blaspheme against the Haly Spirit hath never forgive-
ness, but is guilty of an eternal sin." The single v.ard
teeternal," as manifestly interpreted by the statement
preceding that the sin bas neyer forgivcness, throv s a
flood ai ligbt an certain vexed qu.estions in eschatolagy.
There is an unending sin. Such a sin can bave no for-
giveness and i a bar against any escape fi-cm sin's
penalties.

This same. sini ;s pronaunced nb/ardona bic. Evi-
dently this is net froin any arbitra-y decision of Go,,
but is fousided in the tounidest principles; cf reason.
The sinner by his persistent apposition ta the trilli
blunts the faculty îvhich should perceive the farce cf
argument, iveakens his will-power s0 that it can no
longer resist temptatian, quencîxes the still, small voice
af the Spirit ui-ging him ta repent, and becomes anable
ta appreciate and accept Christ. The sin goes on far.
ever, and its cansequences, like the fiame cf ti-e that
follows a cornet through the affrighted skies, are in-
separable fi-rn it.

TuIE SOURCES 0F SIN.

Oui- Lard is gracions, and aiter His dreadful rebuke
af this sin proceeds ta ixîdicate its sources, If these
are known, tUe sin itseli can be avoidcd.

The sin begins in an evil becart. An impure and i-e.
bellians chai-acter prompts ta an attitude that, if eni-
ccuragcd, leads ta this sin. Our- desires and passions,
if allowcd, ,vill rule us, and if uncheckcd may in tîrne
lead us ta incanceivable wickedncss. The Phiarisces'
pride, avarice and lust far paower causcd tbem ta de-
nounce the holicst deeds cf Christ as of the devii.

W'e may be led into an unpardonable sin by rashz
words. It is far casier ta reti-cat fic a false pos'ition
beiax-c than iler we liave conimitted aurselves by pisb-
lic Speech. \Vhen the word bas gene frori oue;1i>,"
pi-ide forbids its recal; we bolster it with athers ; -one
evil word succeeds-ariothek until blasphemy is i-ampapt.
an aur longue. There i a blaspliethy iliidt is %ýI7rîc_
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