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MISSION FIELD.

Is it Nothing to You?

It is nothing to you, O ye Christians,
That Africs walks in night,
‘Ihat Christians at hom “eny them
Tho blessed Goapel light ¥
The ory goos up this moraing
From a heart-broken race of slaves
Aund seven hundred every hour
Sink into Christlcas graves!

1s it nothing to you, O yo Cbristians
I'hat in India’s far-away land

"Fhere are thousands of people pleading
For the touch of a Saviour’s hand?

They are groping and trying to fiud Him
Aud although He is ready to save

Eight boondred grecioul souls oach hour
Sink into s Christless grave!

1s it nothing to you, O ye Christiane
That millions of beings to-day
In the beathen darkness of China
Are rapidly passing away?
Thoy have never heard the story
Of the loving Lord who saves.
And fourteen hundred every hour
Are sinking to Christless graves ! .

Is it nothing to you, O ye Christians,

Will ye pass by and say
s It is nothing, we cannot aid them ?”

You cau give or go and pray ;

You can aave your sonls from bloodguiltiness,
For in lands you never trod

The heathen are dying every day
And dying without God.

Is it nothiog to you, O ye Christians?
Dare ye say ye have naught to do?

All over the world they wait for tho hight;
And is it nothing to you?

“ Christianity is the hopo of the future.” ‘These words wero
written on the banner of the Okayams Orphanage, which hung
outside the veranda of a hotel in Hiroshima as thirty thousand
Japaness soldiers, bound for the seat of war, filed by. On tho
versuds & band of musicians from the Orphanage played and sang
patriotic songs. ¢ Long live Japan,” shouted the orphan boys;
and tho soldiersresponded, * Long live Christianity.”

The British Government, after a year or two of hesitation, has
finally decided to raise Uganda and the region lying betwoen
Victoria Nyanzaand tho East Coast to the cctate of a protectorate,
has voted a soug sum for the maintenance or order, and in due
season is likely to construct a railroad.

The Presbyterian hospitals in Pekin and Canton in 1593 {reated
fiftv-asven thousand five hundred and forty-ons cases. How
much that moans of Christ-like work, and who can estimate the
results !

- The Presbyterian Church of Queensland is extending her mis-
sions 0 the Kanakas in tho Yackay district, Queenaland, and aska
for an additional missionary, who will attend to the Polynesians
on the north side of tho Pioneer River, Mackay—the present
missionary, tLuv Rev. Mr. Mclntyre, hencoforth confining his
labors to tho south sido of that river. Ib this way, it is hoped
that the whole population from the South Seas in the district will
be reached.

Major Mathison, an officer of the English army, who has
served cighteen years and distinguished himself on tho battlefields
of Egvpt, has resigned his commission to bocome a missionary.
He will go to Ceylon under the auspioes of tho Church Missionary
Society, and will work without pay.

Letfer from British Columbia.

Anszryi, B.C. Oct. 1, 1893.

Dear Mr. MacKay :—I writo from Alberni whero we havo just
formally opened the now Girl's Home. The. Rov. A. B.
Winchester, who is much appreciated in this settlement, arrived
here on Saturday the 22nd inst., from Unjon Mincs, whero ho had
been engaged in conducting opeuing servicea connooted with a
new Chineso Mission hall. T fortunately arrived the same day
from Uclulaht, after a threo Guy's journey ,~—and in consaltation
with Miss Johnstor decided to have the building opened on the
§0th Sept., to which date wo were ablo to detain Mr. Winchoeater,
The latter and myself then returned to Uclulaht with the purposs
of again reaching Alberai on tho following Friday or Satc:day, in
time for Sabbath services. ¥e did reach it, but only by git g
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au oxtra hand on tho third day, of a continual struggle againat
strong head winds, and contrary ourrents. Mr. Winchoster
proved ¢hat he was capable of handling an oar, but oven with co-
operation, and the sccuring of the third man on the last day, it
was noarly midnight of Saturday (28th) whon we arrived at our
descination.

On Sabbath morning Mr. Winchoster oponed formally tho
building for the work of tho Lord among the Indian children in
the presence of a mixed congregation of whites and Indians. In
tho afternoon, I spoke to the Indiansin their native tongne ; and
in tho ovening the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was disponsed
by Mr. Winchoster, when a goodly number of tho whites wore
present. On Mounday afternoon wo had a ! Potlatch Mukamuch
for the Indians, and tho way they sowed away tho good things
was indoed remark’ ble. But we caught them, not so much with
goile, as with a ** good squaro meal,” and whon thoy were finished
we took the opportunity of epeaking to them of tho lovo of Jesus
for tiiem, and His desir: for their salvation, and the mcans
adopted, in this case, of reachwsg thu children. Tho Indian agent
Mr. Guillcd, also addressed them at length *u Chinock, which ay
the request of the old chief, was translated ), some uf those who

understocd. And ther, Monday evening, th. whites came, and s .

programmo of music, reading and spoeches,—good stirri.g words
from faithful lips,—was rendered. The Rov. Mr. Smith, & retired
minister, Mr. Menzics, the Home Missionary, Mr. Thomson, an
elder here, gave short addresscs,—while tha Rov. Mr. Winchester
clectrified his hearers with one of his outbursts of oloquence. The
addresses woro all good. It the Christian people of . 'berm follow
the advice given by these gentlemen, there will be more sympathy,
and less criticism of the work amonget tho Indians, It was,
indeed & prophecy of better days tu sec the goodly number who
commui.ed with us on Sabbath evening. I canaot but hope that
those who partook of those emblems, reminding us of the greatezst
missionary cffort over conceived, of the dying request of the
author of this work, will look with more favor upon work among

tho heathen, It is truo we are criticised here. \Whatever may be -

the feeling at “Lome™ concorning the ¢ honor” of our calling,
cortainly here, thero is littlo honor attached toit, Wo hear that
not only are the Indians incapable of being culightened, but that
education ouly makes them werse. Iv may be that education,
apart from Christian teaching and Christian influence is of littlo
use; bat that the cducation recerved in the Mission IHome has
mado reprobates of the Indian youth, will only be asserted by
those who seck a fling at tho work irrespective of facts. We hear
that 1oe are an idle lot, with little to do but amuse oursolvesat
tho oxpense of soft-hearted Christians in the East, and the while
that money bas been extravagantly epent ; and many such plcasant
remarks,—but praito the Lord, He kuows! We do 2ot aeck tobe
potted and coddled and told how self-denying wo are, of the great
saccifice wo are making (which 1o truth is noi vhe case) ; nor do
we desiro to bo told of the great work we aro accomplishing, but
it 1s nevortheless quite inconsistent with our natural craving for

loviug sympathy, to bo under a cloud simply becauso wo are -

engaged at work among the despised Indiane.

‘I'hese speeches, the Communion, the warmd greetings, at our
opaning acrvices have combined to inspire the hopo that at leaat
tho Christians of this place will view our offorts in a moro symapa-
thetio light.

Onc of the features of the cvening, on Monday, was the singing
of the little Indian girls, They surprited a great many and took
the hearts of the people by storm. L'o say that we wero proud of
them is but a very mild way of putting it,—wo were delighted
with their performance.

But it is all over now,—our dear brother from Victoria, who in
his life work oxperiences, perhaps oven more intently than wo tho
1ack of help in quarters where it might rightfully be looked for,—
hesgone. The exaltation of the mountain top acenes in company
with the Master, has given way to the routino work of the vale
beneath, and yet wo arc thankful for the refroshiog, and its
strength wo hopo will remain with us, a aweot atimulua for the
scason’s work, which is just opening.

Tho Indians from Bubring Sea sealery havo just arrived. Two
of our brightest men,—ono of them a favorite at tho Mission,—
will nover return. This morning tho death lament ias been
sounding from tho ranchoric near by. Sad as this sound is it Is
rot 30 deprossing as the thought that shortly will bogin the drink.
ink and gambling, to continue with more or leas diligence until the
wmoney is spent, and another scaling scason opens.

I am anticipating a very busy winter. Assoon as I hear from
you I oxpect to take a trip up to Claoquaht Sound, with tho view
of atarting work thoro. May tho dear Lord guide us'in all thews

matters to His own glory.—Youra sincerely,
. {Sgd.) M. 8wakrouT,
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