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LUTHER in his own terse way calls, ** Justification

by faith alone,” the article of a standing or falling
Church. And he s right. Thatis a legitimate deduc-
tion from the history of the Church in the past, and it

is a clear note of warning for ali the future. As the
Church holds fast to this doctrine it will flourish ; as it
loses its grip on it, it will fail. And for this reason
alone—it is God’s truth. The Church cannot dispense
with God’s truth. It's work as ¢* the pillarand ground
of the truth ' is to hold it forth in living embodiment
and in faithful proclamation. When the fundamental
fact of human experience is dealt with so that men
come to themselves, and see and feel that they are lost,
and undone ; that they are under the curse; that only
hell awaits them ; and that the more they work, like
men in a quagmire, the deeper they sink, and the more
hopeless they become—then it is that another funda-
mental fact is appreciated, namely, that weare accepted
before God, and justified by faith in Christ Jesus alone.
We have nothing to pay ourlarge and heavy indebted-
ness, and for the suretiship of Christ He frankly for-
gives us all. The one doctrine prepares the way for
the other And the one dovetails into the other.
Hence, we shall have no need of justification by faith,
if we have no such truth as the sinfulness of man by
nature. The want of the one voids the other. In the
New Testament 1t is alway: after men are sensible of
their evil condition that the justilying righteousness of
Christ is presented. See Paul's Epistle to the Romans,
and all the preaching of the Apostles. A model treatise
on this subjectis Luther’s ¢ Commentaryon Galatians."
1t is the work of a master 1n Israel and deserves close
and also prolonged study. It is fullof golden nuggets.
Itis almost presumptious daring to attempt to select
any, yet the temptation is so strong that we must.
But do not forget that these are only small chips off a
great block, shining with some of its light and beauty.
May they bring you to the treatise itself. ¢ Peace of
conscience can never be had, unless sin be first
forgiven. Butsinis not forgiven for the fulfilling of
the law ; for no man is able tosatisfy thelaw. But the
Jaw doth rather show sin, accuse and terrify the con-
science, declare the wrath of God, and drive to despera-
tion. Thereis no work that can take away sin; but
sin is rather increased by works. No means can take
away the sin but grace alone.” ¢t His intent (r¢ the
Apostles) in this Epistle is, to treat of the righteousness
that cometh by faith, and to defend the same ; again to
beat down the law, and the righteousness that cometh
by works.” ¢ Christ was given not for feigned or
counterfiet sins, nor yet for small sins, but for great
and huge sins; not for onc or two, but for all ; not for
vanquished sins, for no man, no, nor angei, is able to
overcome the least sin that is, but for invincible sins.™
1« He saith not Christ was made a curse for himsclf,
but for us. Therefore all the weight of the matter
standeth in this word ‘for us’ Christ took all over
sins upon Him, and for them died upon the cross ; there-
forc it behoved that He should become a transgressor,
and as Isaiah the praphet saith, chap. iii ‘ to be reckon.
ed and accountedamang transgessorsand trespassers.””
«To be bricf, our sins must needs become Christ’sown
sin, or clse we shall perish tarever.™ *\We must as well
wrap Christ, and know Him to be wrapped in our sins,
in our malediction, in our death, and in all our evils,
as Heis wrapped in our flesh and blood." ‘Al the
curses of the law are heaped together and 1aid upon
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Him, and therefore He did suffer and bear them in His
own body for us. He was therefore not ouly accurse
but alsv was made a curse tor us.” How close He
keeps to the heari of the subject! He indulgesin no
vapid oratorical flights, He 1s in dead earnest and so
keeps sinners and salvation ever in view. Whena man
15 in close grips with the souls of men He wrestles with
them in soulful concern and in heart-breaking anxiety.
Listen again : ** If we neglect the article of justification,
we lose it altogether.” ‘“We must learn therefore
diligently the article of justification, as I often ad-
monish you. For all the other anticles of our faith are
comprehended in it ; and if that remain sound, then are
all the rest sound. Therefore, when we teach that
men are justified by Christ, that Christis the conqueror
of sin and death, and the everlasting curse, we witness
therewithal that He is naturally and substantially
God.” This was pre-eminently the doctrine of the Re-
formation in the sixteenth century. And it is the
doctrine of every true spiritual change 1n every century.
John Ruskin has said truly ** I believe the root of almost
every schism and heresy from which the Christian
Church has ever sufiered has been the cfiort of man to
earn, rather than to receive his salvation ; and that the
reason that preaching is soneffectual is, that it calls
on men oftene- to work for God, than to behold God
working for them.”

This doctrine must in evangelical preaching be kept
to the front. It is full of health for the scul. It
offers the only true ground on which a poor sinner may
stand before God—not his own righteousness—that is
as filthy rags—but Christ’s, which is spotiess and
perfect and God honoring. Lambert’s cry at the stake
sounded it out ‘“ none but Chrnist,” ** nonc hut Christ.”

The common course of men was marked out by the
Jews, who * being ignorant of God’s nghteousness, and
going about to establish their own righteousness have
notsubmitted themselves untothe rightcousness of God.
For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to
every one that believeth.” Mark the Apostle’s word
“ignorant’ and so they need instruction, colighten-
ment, knowledge. Andsothefirstduty ofaministerofthe
gospel is to ** Open their eyes, and to turn them from
darkness to light and from the power of Satan into Ged,
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheri-
tance among them which are sanciified by faith that is
in Christ.”” Thepowerof thedevilover men is because
they are ignorant of Christ’s justifying righteousness.
The devil reigns in the darkness of the mind, therefore
letin the hoty light and break his evil spell. How
simple and tersely put is the whole matter inthe Epistle
to the Romans? Sometimes other means are blest to
sat men free.  Grimshaw of Haworth in Yorkshire, a
famous gospel preacher, was instructed in God's way
of justitying the ungodly by reading ** Owen on Justi-
fication.” Sometimes & short tract, or a verse of
scripture, or a few words may lighten up by the Grace
of Gad the whole matter. 1t is only as this teaching is

. given that men sce the way outof the pit in which they

are. **He took me out ™ cries the psalmist. ¢ Not by
works which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us, by the washing of regencration and ve-
newing of the Holy Ghost, which He shed on us abun-
dantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour : that being
justified by His grace, we should be made heirs accord-
ing to the hope of eternallife,” is the apostles testimany.

Every sound conversion is based here, on the justi-
fyving rightcousness of Christ.  Every waork that <lights
this shall cometo nought.  Greatcare shov'd therefere
be taken to sail according to the chart of God’s word,
that we may escape harm or wreck. He sails safely
whom Cnd pilots,
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