
P'AMILY READING.

tyn, whom, notbing could hînder fromn abounding in this duty. lVhy do I not follow sa
good examples? ag

MNoreover, 1 have not been iwithout experience of the plensure and profit ofca
on the Lord. 1 inust say tliat ivlien I bave had mnst of' the spirit of prayer, 1 have
seen my bapplest bours. Somne answers tor my prayers have been speedy, merciful,
and wvel1 suited te lead mue on ta further cries for supplies. Yet 1 have flot beeri aroused
to such earnestness or to the formation of sucîr habitq of devotion as might have been
expected. 'Why do 1 pray so littie ?

I rcad many great promises made to prayer; net one of tbem can fail. Tliey are ail
yea and amen in Christ Jesus. IlAsk and it shall be given you; seekc, and yc shall
find; knock, and it shall bc opened unto you," are but specimens of the sure engage-
ments of the Lord. lVhy do I flot more heartily believe Ilis ivord, and trust J-is grace ?

Nor do 1 regret any time that 1 ever spent in hearty prayer. I have often been re-
freshed in the duty. It bas been a relief to tell all my sorrows te my sympathising
Saviour. Indeed, but for prayer I should long sioce have perished by the hand of
mine enexuies. I should have been drowned in sorrow, or swept away by temptation, if
1 liad bad no access to the mercy-seat. Why then amn I se littie inclincd te prayer?

I sliah need muchi more than I have yet received. I shahl need a good founidation
against the time to corne. I shial need grace to die the death of the rig-ltteous. My
sanctification must bc carried mucli further, or 1 shahl stili have spots and blemnishes,
that wil exolude me frein heaven. 1 must grow more in the divine image and in con-
fidence iii Christ, or I cant have boldncss in the day of judgment. Lord, increase
my f-aith and cvery grace. I arn surprised that I pray se little, whcn 1 hve se greait,
so solemn, events before me, svhile my preparation for them. is at bcst but scaut and
partial.

Why then do 1 pray sa littie? 1 see ne good cause for sucli strange negleet. My
reluctauce te abounding iu supplication must bo based in unbelief, in that xnystery of
iniquity which 1 neyer cau solve. O Lord, melt, subdue, purify xuy beart. hlelp nie
te caîl on thee. Teach mie to pray, as John could net teacli bis disciples. Olve mie
"the Spirit of grace and supplication."

GOD »OES NOT FORIGET.

Many years ago, an old man, a devoted Christian, comnienccd a prayer-meetiug,
which is stili continued, having rcsulted in inany and glorieus fruits. As a pastor, it
was my privilege to be witb bim, particularly during his last illness. Jo several visits
made to bis bouse, I found bim, on the Mount, looking over the land of promise. Find-
ing notbing seeming to mar bis comfort or interrupt bis joy, 1 determiried to satisly
tnyseif whetber there was nothing that gave him any trouble of beart. On entering
bis chaniber, I asked him, in simple ternis,

"hbow are you this morning ?"
"0, sir," hie said, I am weill; ivhy shouid not 1 ho welh ? 1 amrn zar home. Yes,

1 arn near bome-near lxeaveii."
I took the opportunity te ask hini.
"4My dear sir, has there been nothing of late resting upo your heart as an occasion

of trouble ?",
lie spokie net a word, but turned bis face towards the wahl, and lay se between five

aind ton minutes; then hoe rolled bis head baek upon bis pilow, witli bis face towards
ne, and 1 saw the tears streaming, down bis cheeks.

"O yes, sir," said hoe, Il there is eue great trouble."
"What is it ?" 1 enquirod. IlSpeak your whole mind te me freely."
"Well," said lie, I have ten cbildreu, and 1 bave prayed te God for more than

thirty years, that 1 miglit see saine of them ceaverted before 1 died ; but lie bas deuicd
ne. They bave gewn up, as yeu know, but are net yet Christians."

Il Iew de you get.over that trouble ?" 1 asked.
"Ali V" ho replicd, I 1gcet over it as 1 get ever ail other troubles-by rolling it over

upon Christ. 1 know that Ged means te answer my prayers, but lie mens te wait tili
1 arn gene. But hoe will do it; 1 know lie will; niy children will bo couverted."

This mnan lias been in bis grave fer fifteen years, and I have watched bis children
ever since bis death ; and new to-duy 1 arn able te say, that seven eut of ten have beeni
born into the kingdom of God, and that the cighth bas aise just experienced conversion.
This is the answer te bis praye* I God did net forget: he only 'waited. And, in like
manner, he will answer the prayers of all parents whe pray iu faith fer the conversion
of their children. Let us take courage, nnd lay hohd upon the precions promises of
God.-.Dr. Taylor.


