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TORONTO, OCT. 13 1881.

We again make our request for
PROMPT REMITTANCES. Money is
needed to pay printer. LOOK AT
YOUR LABELs. Will those friends
who have so kindly acted for us in
the various churches in the past per-
form the same favour now.

BIRMINGHAM NOTES.

Being in Birmingham Sunday
morning, 1 found my way to Carr’s
Lane Chapel, so long munistered in
by the late john Angell James. The
building stands in amid the shops
and warchouses of the lane, the ex-
terior off the street being plain brick
with no attempt at ornament or de-
sign. A new front, enlarging the old
structure, has been recently added;
yet even with it one mughtcasily dis-
tinguish it as an old dissenter’s
chapel. The inside, however, has
been frescued and painted, there is a
fine organ behind the pulpit, which
is somewhat spacious but pulpit-
formed, with miniature Corinthian
columns around. The gallery is
deep ; the ceiling, which is square,
panelled off ; and were it not for the
old deep, straight up pews and doors,
the interior is fairly modern.

THE chapel was filled, not crowded,
which means that as its seating ca-
pacity is about 1800, some 1200 were
present. The audience was not a
fashionable one, somewhat less
dressed than one of our gencral city
audieaces would have been, the
preacher himself, R. W, Dale, D. D,
did not set a fashionable example.
A black necktic and ordinary morn-
ing coat, the ecclesiastic far away.
I should judge Dr. Dale would con-
temptuously sit upon an ccclesias-
tical exquisite. There was nothing
specially characteristic in the face of
the congregation, which was chicefly
made up of hife’s youth and prime,
the smging was fan, in staccato style,
and vanied with expression, wanting
the massiveness of thorough congre-
gational singing as well as the ornate-
ness of professionals ; behaviour thor-
oughly decorous, though the sermon
cvidently was over the heads of the
majority therc. Dr. Dale would
rcpudiate the idea of coming
to worship merely on a holy
place, and yet it is questionable
whether the numerical majority who
were present that morning came
under any other sense than that of
spendmg an hour 1n God’s housc;
nevertheless, youth and age must in-
dircctly be immenscly benefitted by

sitting  continuously  under  the
thoughtful and vigorous mmistry
of the present pastor of Cari’s Lance
t Chapel.  We missed, however, in the
' congregation assembled, the strongly
, marked, middle-class,intelligent look
which we have clsewhere associated
with many of cur leading Independ-
i ent churches,

Dr, DALE is 2 man of average
height, strongly  built, unshaven,
wearing hair and beard short but
abundant ; dark, with features strong-
Iy marked, a voice sct somewhat in
the tenor key, decided, strong.
| You'ee in him a thoroughly practical,
"independent Englishman, from whom
you would expect all cant to be as
far removed as profanity. The ser-
vice was simple, the style of the
sermon terse, chaste, thoughtful,
read closely yet deliberately, natur-
ally, forcibly. The text, Eph. i
11-14, treated topically rather than
textually. The subject, the present,
indwelling Spirit, a truth not yet,
according to the preachcr, practically
realized by the Church of Christ,
which only slowly is reaching on to
perfection. God'’s purpose is to sum
up all things, absolutely all things,
in Christ, in whom alone is perm-
anence, and from whom all that is
cut off perishes. The perversity
of moral beings is ever thwarting
the purpose of God, who, however,
true to His purpose, ever works on
to this one end, for which the gift of
the Holy Ghost is bestowed, which
gift, as an abiding life, the Church is
slow to recognize, The sermon
would impress by its intellectual
grasp, not by deep sympathy knock-
ing at the inner shrine of the heart.
Dr. Dale is a thorough dogmatist of
a broadening school, and Birming-
ham in his general English sympa-
thies. The power of Carr’s Lane
Chapel we should judg« lies largely
in its pulpit and platiorm, as filled
by Mr. Dale.

IN the evening we strayed to Fran-
cis Road and found IEdgbaston Con-
gregational Chapel under the pastor-
ate of Mr. Clarkson. This chapel
was built ncar the house of john
Angell James in commemoration of
the jubilec of his ministry Itisinthe
perpendicular style, with spire and
transepts in which are the galleries.
The pews are sull straight up and
enclosed with doors, though not as
high as Carr's lane. The attendance
was about five hundred, supposing
the church capacity to be eight
hundred, and the services thoroughly
cvangelical in the ordinary sensc of
that term. Certainly more of the
theology and tone of John Angell
James survives in the younger and
carnest ministry of Mr. Clarkson
than under the massive intellect of
R. W. Dale. Not that the pastor of
Francis Road Chapel is behind the
times, or staidly orthodox,but wecan
imagine John Angell James, as cir-
cumstances changed, preaching as
Mr. Clarkson preached; we cannot
possibly imagine a Mr. Dale evolved
therefrom. We left Carr’s Lane think-
ing ; we left the chapel on Francis
Road with a feecling of Sabbath
evening peace.

THE text was John vi. 45, divided
in oid-fashioned form though the
preacher is one of the younger men.
I, the teacher; 1L, the taught; 11,

the result, “coming unto Jesus,”

which result was summed up in
coming as we arc to Jesus as He is,
and abiding there.
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OUR SUNDAY.SCHOOLS—IL

Teachmg.—\We know that in dis-
cussing thiswearctouching a delicate
point. There are thousands of teach-
ers whose hearts are i the work, but
who have uever had the education
Jor training to fit them for 1it.  Shall
these, it may be asked, be excluded
from the work 2 We would say no,
most certainly not; all honour to
them for their labours, s often pro-
ductive of blessed results.  But may
it not be suggested that for their own
sakes as well as for the sake of the
scholars they gather around them,
they should c¢ndeavour to lessen
these defects as much as possible—
they should study, and study hard,
not only on the line of their lessons,
but in general literature and learn-
ing—Biblical especially, that they at
any rate be abreast of their scholars |
We have heard scholars laughing to-
gether at a blunder of their teacher
in some matter of common, every-
day knowledge. We visited a school
on one occasion where a tecacher
whose voice was heard above the
others, and who attracted our atten-
tion at once, was slaughtering the
Queen’s English in a wholesale fash-
ion. It was an offence, as we soon
discovered, to more than one class,
but nothing could be done. The
teacher was a really excellent church
member.

This is not, however, the worst class
of teachers found in some of our
schiools ; there are the indolent, lazy,
heartless teachers ; men and women,
with so little of even the appearance
of interest, that you woender what on
carth possessed them to attempt to
teach. It is hard, verv hard to say.
Listen, if you have the opportunity,
to the way one of this class of teach-
ers handle the lesson. Notice how
soon the few ideas they have on the
subject arc pumped out, how utterly
dry and helpless they becorie,and you
will pity teacher and d(lass alike.
Likely enough the conversation will
drift into some outside subject, or a
tale is recad from sorhe book con-
veniently carried for such purpose,
and a sigh of relief is given when the
signal for closing is made.

The spread ¢. Normal School
tramming for teachers of Sunday-
schools is onc of the excellent fea
turcs of to-day ; our only fear s that,
like many othet good things, it will
be spoiled by being over-loaded.
The work has been very much in the
hands of men who are professional
tecachers, and the tendency on their
part 1s to overlook the simplicity and
narrowness (in a literary sense) of
S S. teaching and make the pro-!
gramme one that deters those who !
have but little foundation of know-
ledge and still less time to give to
study. Every Sunday-school, when
it is at all practicable, should have a |
tcachers’ study mecting, and all the
teachers should endeavour to be
present.  Some may not,do not, need |
it as others, but their presence will '
help, and their knowledge will con- |
tributc to the value of the meeting.
It is not just to the lcader to leave it !
in his hands entirely, neither for his l
own sake, or for the sake of the
teachers

the carnest attention of pastors, who
should scek to direct the most suit-

t vocatces.,
Thisis a matter that should engage ' matter in a2 week or two, in the

able of their people into the work,
and should themselves give all the
aid they can privately and in public
services;sucha pastor isa helpindeed,

To sum up under this head ; if our
teaching is to be cffective, (of course
we are speaking from the human
standpoint), we must have teachers
whose heads are full of knowledge,
and hearts full of love, and who
have the wisdom to impart what
they know. Just in proportion as
we fall below this standard just
in proportion we shall have weakness
and want of success.

Support.—On this we need say but
a few words.  \We remember on one
occasion askinga superintendent how
his school was supported. “ It is ot
supported at all,” was the reply. We
fear that too many schools are like
the unowned dogs and cats that are
found so plentifully in some places
—they have to forage for a living—
a stray subscription now, a mecting
then, a concert or a tca-meeting, or
by great favour a Sunday’s collection
once a year, or worst of all an appro-
priation of the moncy subscribed vy
the children for missionary purposes.
This is how they live. Letit be said
briefly and finally, that the school
should be supported just as the
Church and its services, that it is en-
titled to a share in the moneys raised
for Church purposes, it is in the ful-
lest degree Church work, and should
be recognized and supported as such.

The subject 1s far from exhausted,
and we shall return to it the first op-
portunity.

o

WE areas yet withoutany details as
to the Jubilee meetings of the Con-
gregational Union of Lngland and
Wales which closed its meetings on
Friday last. We shall hope in our
next to give some particulars, neces-
sarily bricf, of what will probably
prove the most important scrics of
meetings held by the Congregational
body. The Nonconformust proposes
to devote three issues, cach greatly
enlarged, to the proceedings of the
Union. When will the spirit of our
people in Canada enable the INDE-
PENDENT to enlarge its space as
occasion demands ?

LATER.—The Cabie, under date of
October 4th, tells us that the Union
Meetings had commenced in Man-
chester, and that the attendance was
sixteen hundred, a noble gathering,
which must tax the hespitality of
Manchester to itsutmost  May the
rerults be in proportion to the inter-
cst manifested by the gathering.

WE would call attention to the
very interesting sketches sent from
the other side of the Atlantic by our
associate cditor. Last week we pub-
lished *“Liverpool Notes;"” in this
issue we give his jottings on Chester,
Birmingham and London. Thosc
who arc familiar with these places
will enjoy the recalling of old associ-
ations, while to those who arc not
familiar, thesc chatty notes will tell
some things not otherwise to be
gleancd. Chester and London crowd-
cd out ; will appear next week.

WE thank those friends who have
replied to our invitation for advice as
to the future of the INDEPENDENT.
Each of the three forms—weekly,
fortnightly and monthly, has its ad-
We shall refer again to the

meantime we would ask others to
give us their views.



