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Accor-ling, [o the hest expositors of Luke,
;i. .1-.5 2 , Jesus IieWat the age of
tweive year-e, afT'ords un examnpic to the
yaurîg in joinimîg the Cliturch. At that
age the' Jewislî youth became -1sons of
the oa"- lr f' te t.acrcd coin-
Mon .'clittl of Israel.

Tiv re i.- ne hint ii. the New Tvsta-
ment of any separate rite intermiediate.
between Baptismi and tit Lord'sSupper.
Confirmation, which the Roman Chutrech
calis a sacrament, an i the EnAlkh
Church inakes an Epist-opai f'unction or
rite, lias oiy an iimaginary root ini the
toiloving ifexts-Act.,. viii. 14-17, xv. 32,
41, xix. 5, 6; [ieb. vi. 29. It is exceed-
ingly desirable that whien young com-
municants are first received the o-ca.;îon
should be duly ard solemniy marked
more than any stîbseqîtent occasion of'
partaking. lip to that reasotnable point
soine ceremony like confirmation isjusti-
fiable; but as u spieciai f'unction oniy valiti
when donc hy a bishop, it has no Scrip-
ture autlîority. and in its very theory is
derogatory to tue ordinary Christian
ministry andi the Christian Sacraments.
Why shouiti the two Sacraments themn-
selves .be intrustec to a certain minister.
and the- some personx be decmed mcai
petent for that rite which is oniy a carn-
uecting-iink between thein ?

A FIRST COMMUN ION PRt.iTER.- Now
that Thou bas brought me te that age
when I begin to look forward te the more
active duties of' life, 1 desire, 0 my God.
graLefuiiy to revýiew Thy providence tu-
ward me since the unconscious years of
itifancy. 1 praise Thee for my being
and its cont'iuance. ail the biessinga
ireceived at the hantis of parents and
friends and teachers I trace to Thee,
Especiaily do 1 thank Thee for baptism,
~i the name of the Pather. ard of the
Son, and of the Hoiy Ghost, and for ail
Christian nurtuire and admonition .
Gracious God, 1 bless Thee for the boy
Incarnation of Thine only Son; for His
liiff on earth; for His precious sudé~rings
and death upon the cross; for H13 resur-

i'ecti>n f'romn the dciii: for Ilis clenn!i.
a-irensioi te Thy ri-lit liant; l'or ti giv.
ing of' tht' Iloly Ghoý-t- for the C'vrrh.
andi for the hope of a heavenly i
tance.

At this sek.ýon I[de.ire, soiemnly avo%.
hi- iny-ýIf' '[inie. tejoin mys.eif' wi'î il).
coinp:Iny of' Tii> disceipiet by prai
of the saeramentai syînbus ot' Cli nit'4

for tlîis mot hoiy ortlinance. 1ip [ei,
[o repent ot' ail iny sitn-and I'a.rake tlihm.
Incr-e.tse and(ti îirmn in fiîith. Etnd"w%
Me with the stîpreine graee of' eli.tr'lv.
By thy oiy Spirit I ihelp me hiencetiuth
to live in 'ruy service, Ia duty direct
me, in adversity sttî;t.iiu ani cornfort mne,
iii temntation dt'Iiver me, anti grant me
te re.Ac :at la-4thN tlv aveniykigi.
where co"iunieîî i-z perfect iii ti
Chuircl triuînphant. tbr .Jesus' :Lk-.
Amen.

Mîîo1(W, CENT'. INIA.

9th 'March, 18S, é
MY DEARN M. iIn»AIha, c nus

the pleasuro ut acknt>wedging .ct
of yoar favour of 30tli Nov. last id
aiso of the mohîey you speak ot iii t
namely, £23.1-1. just rcceîved troin b-
Rteidi.

Aceept, anti kindly convey te) tlie
brethren of the Presbytery mny warin
thanks, for thus year by >ear entrusýtitio
to my care and putting at my dîsposý1
haif et their annuai contribution to For-
étgn Mission. And ploase assure theux
that their doing so atiords me along
with.the incroaseti power of carrying on
the work 1 o m Lrying to do, mny pecul.
lar pleasure, especiaiiy as a link and
expression of the unity which stiil ex-
ists with tho'e from whom it g-ave ne
much pain to ho in any way scparated,
and to seme of whom mny be&~t is bound
flot oniy by persoîtal friendship but by
Lies tormcd when 1 wau priviloged t4
stand beside thera and see the Lord
working so wondrously as I have never
before or since seen.

(Mr. C. here refers to the revival
movemcxft ini Pictou.]


