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Brahuist rather than Christian. We
bave lately seen, tee, in thse New York
Evéingelist an admirablq letter fresu
Profer Blyden,who wriiesfrein Sierra
Leone, that Èhows clearly how very
badly thia style of doin# things.bas op-
rated ou thse WVest coast ef Africa. H1e
regrets te say that ssetwitbotandlug the
many years ef labour by deveteti mon
and thse immense ainounts expendeti,
Christian civilizatien bas made but little
stivance iste thse interior, and thse Chris-
tian civilization of the coast is littie
more thau skin-deep. Witisin and
arounti thse Britis settiesuents ou thse
cmat, seine tisou§autis of nativesq, mestly
re-captives andi their descendants, pro-
feus Christianity andi have adopte-I Eu-
ropean dress andi mauy Eurepean eus-
toms, ene of which la a crase fer extra-
"agant living. "Tey de net considtr
thesuselves civiltzeti Unlesa the'y Wear
broadelotis, in Parisian style, beaver bats
and Wellington boots. Tbe resuît is
that t(S vise cannot allord these tbissgs
are seist'd vith kieptomania. There
are now, I am» told, 300 conviets iu thse
jail here, nsost of irIsons have beeu
taugbt lu thse sciseols, amoug tbem four
sohoolmastérs. Tise iîionaries taugbt
thosu ne bandicraft andi vien they left
sohool, having ne regular meaus for
iveliliooti. andi being under the pernici-

ou idea tisat a certain style of dress vas
civilisation, tise> entieavered te keep
up tisis style iu a dissoneet mianier.

The Moisammedaus, on tise other
banti, are ail respectable. The>' Wear
their native dresses lu comel>' indepeuti-
ence Ie Governor iinformns me that
there is very rarely any case ef offence
arnong Mohammedans. There is net
eue luja. Wbile tue>'reatiantiwrite,
and iùany ef thesu are really leamned,

tey de not fiud it necessar>' te adopt
fori g tastes andi habits cither lu their

foodi or clothing. Tbey are really the
mst independent people eue mete on
thse coast. They ?to net niind being
considereti odd or being laughed at.
Andi 1 must be perniitted te addt that
the Mohammedan negrees, viserever I
bave met flicm, in Syria, Egypt or on
this coast, seeni te bave more real man-
heoi titan tise Christian neroe 1 have
met ln otiser landis. 1fte Kobasinedan
seeîns te have lest fesser of tise elesuents
,of suahood iu bis contact vitis hie

foreigu instractère than the Cbhristian
negro. Ma y nlot Chistian missionaries,
who, are endeavoring to civilize Afrika,
learu soute profitable lessons as te ex.
ternat method frein the Moharumetlans?
It is imupossible te impose suddenh a
foreign civilization upon a people. Tfky
mnust be civilized upon thse hasis of t1scir
own idiosyncracies. Tise7 must 1bc
stiinuuated te elevate andi cJyviie thrmi.
selves. Yeu rnust net expeet W nak
European Christians of Africans, but
.Africau Cbrîstians. If Yeu ais» at anv-
tbing else Yeu vi distoit the mari and
ruake him an abnormal develoepnt.

.Seme years aga. thse Wesleyan imis-
sionales attesupteti te formn a Fillah
settlernent at McCartys Islandi, is thie
Gasubia river-a large surn of nroner
was expeuded inl building a ~la~
wbere thse people were te live according
te, European notions. Various riccea-
saries for a beginniug were provlded,
and thse experiment started, but of
eurse the wbole affluls proveti a com-
plete failare, anti thse soeiety becoirsg
dàpuraged, abaude.ued thse isioa.
Now this is injustice te Aftnca, and to
thse cause of truâth. 1 do net sec why it
iii zwessary that tise negro, before lie
can becosue a Christian, shoulti be re-
qu.ircd te adopt European dress, and
cultivate a taste fer bread anti butter,
and tea. 1 think this i8 absurd. ie
native costume, andi thse native food iare
suiteti te thse climate. Thse missionaries
in Syria, India, China, andi Japasi, do
not thus endeavor te compel contfirmta.
tien in their couverts te Butropean
habits. The negro, is more pliant and
yielding. He wiii subinit te thc<ee inno-
vations, bit they are unnatural, aind
'whenever thse lcast opportunity is pre-
sented he throws thesu off, and as lie
vas taught te regard them as ncce.,s.try
concomitants of civilization andi Clîris-
tianity, away goes bis Christianity, ivith
these, foreigu, ecumbrances. WVe-sose-
times hear cemplaints of Africans %vho
have been educated, even iu England,
retumning to tbeir çpuîttry, and, ad;ptiiig
thse native dress ahïd habits. Sucli i
exactly visat rnight be expecteti. -Not
only individuals, buteonsidera-ble bodies
of people almost invariably adopt thse
custesus andi habits of tise more nier-
ous masses among whem they are placeti.

I tust tbsat a new era is approaching lu


