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beeame established. Pralialdy it wae abast thix period that easte beeame
established, Tts divicions, privijeges, duties, disqualifications, &e..soe fo be
found in the Laws of Menn, the embodiment and systematising ot Brabmanie
Hivduisonn. In those codes it is pretended that eacte had awdivine origing having
its foundation in the carliest facts of creation, Brahma produeed his own chosen

cople. the Brahians, from his mouth, Henee they are to be regarded as
Bralima’s voice, their words as his words, their devisions as his decisions. Their
persons ave to be sacved 1 the Killing of o Bealuuan, even the wost atrocions
eriminal, is the one uneapiable sin 3 the despising of a Bralaan, cven the most
despicable, is punishable with death amd punisl ment in future trausmigrations,
Kines wre to seleet their councillore from them alone s are to render tiem all
obedience, reverence, and even worship; they alone are to interpret the sacred
Boohs and the Laws, and they alone to administer justice; they are not to work,
but to be supported by the donations of inferiors, who were 1o be prinvileped to
have the glory of making them preseuts. The prohibition aainst their work-
ing wis atterwards velaxed, and they were allowed to engage in any work of
any other caste, though each other was kept strictly to its own place.

Neat, trom Branma's arm proceeded the Kshatviya, and hes theretore, must
be the wirrior or strong arm ot the nation. His provinee was to defind the
people, but hiefly the Bralman, to render himselt an adept in all martial
expuedicnts, and expert in the use of all warlike weapons,  His rank was next
to the Bralwan,  The Kshatrivas have disappeaved tron all pors of Iudia
smve Rajrootana, and ecrtainly the brave Rajpoots, who have held their own
against all comers sinee the earliest historical days, until the might of Britain
compelled obedience, are worthy to be ranked as descendants ot those heroes
whose prowess is recorded in the ancient Epics of the Maba-Bharat aiad Ramayan.

Neat came forth frow the thigh of Brahma the Vaisva, and to him was
assigned the task of making money,  He was to be the merchant, the trader,
banker, &e. It was to be his joy to give Frege presents to the Bralunans, and to
pay the Kshatriyas the wages of soldiers. The greater part of the wealth of
the country speedily came into the hands of the Vaisyas.

Eaclh of these  castes was separated by a sufhiciently broad line from
each other, but the divison was as nothing compared to the gult” wlich
separated the lowest of them from the next caste, the Sudras, who were
said to have eome from Brahma's toe.  Each of the three first mentioned
castes was distinguished by the high epithet of the “twice-born,"—each
was sllowed 1o wear the “poita)” or sacred thread worn over the left
shoulder and under the rightarm—and each was allowed to read the Vedas,
But the Sndras were to be the cultivators of the soil, and the slaves of
the = twiceborn”; they were to be the Gideomtes, = the hewiis of woul
and drawers of water,” for all the sther~. They had no rights: it was o be
their hichest honour to be permitted to sevve the others,  This harshness
demands explanation, and it ix found in the suppesition that the * twice-horn”
were the descendants of” the conquering Aryans, whilst the Sudras were their
Helots, the enslaved aborigines; a supposition strengthened by various facts ,
such as the darker colour of the low eastes, the prevalence even till this time
among them of practices and superstitions repugnant to the Arvan race, Lut
which are found amongst the still independent aborigines, and their fondness
for the worship of Shiva and Durga, who ave wdentified with the aboriginal
Mahadey and Parvati, the worship of whowm was probably fisst permitted to
them, and then gradually adopted by the conquerors,

It is manifest that the ever-increasing complexities of society would soon
neceessitate a breaking through of some of the regulations laid down in this
tight'v-binding code.  Intermarriages and unlawful intercourse between castes
s as to be attended with the excommunication of the offspring.  But such inter-
ccurse beeame eommon, especially between the soldier Kshatriyas and the



