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popular form. A Lecturo on the pleasures:living in every quarter of the world, mustlthe character of many of Burns' songsw.;
of Literature would certainly be very deﬁci-"v\‘cr be proud to acknowledge usa fellow!praise of the Bottle. They indiate 4
ent without some remarks, however hack-'countrymen. He said he ueed not pause tofumiliarity with low scenes and habie; gug
neyed, on the great nativnal poet of England. [deseribe works which have already enchaut-{it is 10 be regretted that they were ever
William  Shakspeare, who is perhaps the ed miliions, ®and which have not yet woujwritten; for there can be 1o ques i thy
very greatest of uninspired writers, and is half their triumph. In the presence of|when vice is gilded by the band of genus,
well deserving of the profoundest study.|those of kindred blood, it was quite super-{loscs much of its ugliness, and becunes o
From the vast range and comprehensiveness! fluous to recommend the ploughmun poet of;ﬁwt not unfrequently a kind of virge
of his genius, he has been called the *“ myriad’ Ayrshire, whose unmatched songs are injlfad the poet lived at the present d.y, win
minded Shakspeare.” e is in truth alevery Lody's memory, and in the heart ofj:xll the hight which we now enjuy, u
splendid author, and stores of wisdom and cvery tiue son of Old Seotia.  For depth ofldiflicalt to say what he might Luce leen,
wit may be gathered from his fertile pages. pathos, tenderness of feeling, sweetness of lbu( one thing i3 sure—he wos one of thys
He wrote about thirty seven plays, almost versification, and power of imagery, he husiwho readily yielded when temptation wus i
any one of which would have been sufficient few equals und no superiors in any langungc.ltho way; althongh it may be ullowed n
to render his name immortul. There is;Of his character asa wan he did not nowlch!zrity to plead, that his bacchandie
such a grasp of thought in them that they(speak. As a fullen son of Adam he had his,lyrics weieg wiitten when Burus was g
will admit of being read over and over again, faults and failings, and dearly did be pay (himself, and would never have seen the Jight

and still be as fresh and delightful as cver. But we are tojhad the peet been aware of the tull exrn
Mr. H. stated that he was aware that many
well meaning people had a prejudice against

the penulty of his follies.
remember that perfection is not to be sought
for among men, aud that there ave spots,

of the evil he was unconsciously pr
petuating.  He who longed for sud sauz ¢

fondly of the time

¢ YWhen men to men the warld o'er
Shall Brithers be,”

must surely be <upposed to bhave hepy
areater lover of his species !

the reading of all such works; but it was an even in the sun. At the same time he
unfounded one, and arose from their ignor-|would by no means be understood as
antly associating the drama with what islattempting to defend the grievous vice of
low and debasing. As well might we be|which he was, alas the victim. If our hearts
averse to all forms of religion, becauso therelare warmed and our imaginations delighted
are many false views abroad upon the sub-jby the rare excelleace of his poetry, we|{  After some remarkson the characterst
ject, and because the outward conduct ofiought also if we are wise to seck to derive Milton as a poet, and a pascing ¢hinge o
such seets as Jumpers, Shakers, Mormons,|instroction from his life, which shows that'the other great Englich writers, Me B
apd other sects of mounstrous and incredible|even the greatest minds may be overcomeinext proceedud to mihe a few oheerratn
creed, tends to throw it into contempt. )by habits of drunkenuess, which sooner orlon science aud the pleasures arning fren
While admitting that there are doubtless later produce their ruinous effects upon alljthis source of liternry gratifiecation. Inits
many bad productions of this kind, manyiwho yield to them. Were there no other department, he said. some men fied
that have a dissipating and immioral ten-'example, that of Burns is sufficient to prove!pleasure, while others are ¢uite at hege
dency, he did not think that this could be'that understanding alone will not keep a'ltis however a characteristic of a St
fairly charged upon the writigs of Shak-'man from being a drunkard. e knew as'men to desire to know the reasons of thig
speare, except by those whose bigotry was a.well as any Temperance Lecturer could|—hence his fonduess for religious oo
thing far more disagreeable than anything havo told him—even though that man badversy, more particularly when in perfuty
the Bard of Avon ever wrote. Though not'been Gough himself,—the dire consequencesledueated. For every why he mus havea
what may strictly be called a christian poet,{of habits of intoxication,—and yet with his‘whrrcforc. Even although holding ‘aty
he has little in his works of which any rightfcyes wide open, be ran headlong to destruct-!few acres of land, he desires to cultny
minded christian need b: ashamed. His ion. At the carly age of 87, he died; and, them on scicntific principles. Tt is bapq
great talent consisted in describing man it 1s an unquestionable fact, that his cnd waslone of the leading featuses of the preet
as he really is—in ali hi: grandeur and hastened by addiction to the Bottle, which 'day that science, has been brought doset
littleness—in lus glory anc in his shame. has quenched many a bright spirit, and sent!the level of the populsr understanding.

He holds the mirror up to naure; and from!'them to a premathire grave.  But it may he rendercd interesting and instiuctiveso o
the peasant to the prince, in his teeming!some palliation to consider the time in which classes of reuders, so that this Lind
vorses we behold every conceivahle variety: Burns lived. Temperance had not thenjknowledge may now be very casily acypin
almost of human character descrived with lifted up in the streets, her meek imploring|How elevating for instance, the cudy
the utmost truthfulness. There is searcely voice, nor Legun her carnest cry to the|Astronomy which is now one of the:
a fecling or passion that sways powerfully miscrable devotee of Bacchus, * touch not,'exact of the scicnces!  How it expandsd
the buman heart, which is not described by taste not, handle not—poison is in the cup mind, now aud then to dwell on the vata
bim not only with the utmost fidelity, but|{—and ruin and déath must be your final beundless ficld which it opens up fore
alsoin the choicest language. Pride, avarice, portion !!  Burns was a most social spirit ; speculations! It is true the comms
ambition, hatred, envy, jealousy, as well asiand coupled with the prevailing customs of individual wha is altogether ignorant oit
love, courage, friendship, affection,—in his times to drink deep ar the midnight science, may have hia reverential feali
short, all the 90)01}0}1:11 parts of man's being|bowl, this was the cause of his ruin, and of |aroused on beholding the midnight 4
are arrayed in living colors and graphic/many a one besides, who loved good com-|bespangled with thousands of twiskh

relief in his fertile page, and delineated by
the hand of a master, one who knew well
how to touch every cord in man's bosom.
And if it be true that “ the proper study of
mavkind is man,” then indeed are the writ-
ings of him, who has so justly been termed
the high priest of English literature deser-
ving of a careful perusal, which they will
amply repay.

But if England can boast of her William
Shakspeare, Scotland can also claim for her-
self the honor of producing a Poet ot
scarcely less genius—our great national
bard Robert Burns, whom all Scotchmen,

pany and good liguor. In Burn.' time,and
even much later than that, it would lave
been high treason to refuse a dram, and
regarded as a regular insult net to take a
hearty glass wheo it was cfered you. But
fortunately times have now greatly changed
fer the better~—the drinking usages of
the country are now fust going down—the
cause ~f Tempersnce has unfurled its Hag.
and thousands upon thousands, warned in
time, are flocking around its peaceful
standard.

The circumstance now alluded to, the
Lecturer continued, will also account for

stars, as well as the most skilful philos;
and he may, equally with him be M,
such a glorious spectacle to own that
hand that made them is divine. But 4
this affords no argument whatever g9
the systematic study of astronomy by ¥
are furnished additional manifestation
the power, wisdom, and goodness of
deity, and by which there 15 opened up
endless source of profitable and interestt
reflection on the wondrous barmony wh
reigns throughout the vast domain of
versal nature. Mr. H. further, vnder
head, recommended the study of mat




