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ciple—of the liberty of the individual against the despotism of
the State.

Britain, one can believe, may be the author of some acts of
which she is not proud—may have done some things to cause her,
looking back upon them with full light, to wish they had never
been done. But in this war this old and proud democracy is
unfolding, applying, a material strength and a moral splender
that for countless ages after this confliet is stilled will be shining
undimmed amid the firsi glories of history.

Flotsam and Jetsam.

THE PrREss axp tE Prsric.—It must now be taken to be the
law that any agreement hy a newspaper not to publish any com-
ment upon individuals or eompanies is invalid, and such a con-
tract will not he countenanced in a court of law. This is the
decision of the Court of Appeal in Neville v. Dominion of Can-
ada Ncws Company (post. p. 229), upholding the decision of
Mr. Justiee Atkin, who held such an agreement contrary to
publie policy. Lord (‘ozens-Hardy’s principal ground for hold-
ing that such an arrangement was invalid was that such a coven-
ant was mn restraint of trade, but he certainly made it elear that,
in his opinion, it would also be against public poliey. Both Lord
Justice Pickford and Lord Justice Warrington nased their jude-
ments on the ground of publie poliey. No ane will regret this
decision. for agreements for consideration by a newspaper to
sell its right of free and ungestrieted comment on matters of
publie concern are repirchensible in the hizhest degree. It is
diffieult. however, to see the true distinetion, quite apart from
questions of conspiracy, bhetween a newspapuor selling its right
to comment upon particular individuals and a (radesman refus-
ing to sell to particular customers, so far as questions f restraint
of trade are concerned.  As to the point of public poliey. the
case seems an extension of that “‘“unruly horse.”’ in order to
cover a case where no illegality is alleged or proved.—Law Times.




