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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

The “Mvysteries of Montran,” have been
reccived, and carcfully read; Ulut, without
aecking to play the haysh and ungracious cri-
tic, 10e are compelled to eay that it uppears to
us that a great deal of fine writing hus been
throwon away upon a very wmeagre sulfect.
Montreal is too open—too matter-of-fuct a
place,and quite too inexpericnced for mystery.
DParis and Belin, or cven London, are old
enough in iniquity to give interest ta the de-
lincation, but kere we have not reached that
aciné of hidden profligacy which can render
it development, under the head of mystery,
cither piquant or interesting. We rather
tlunk the author of the Montreal Mysicrics
must have had o puff of the « Cemetery” in
view when the MVI'Avisn monument was
described.  Dut, pleasuntry apurt, we trust
that we shall not be nusunderstood. Although
the style iz inflated—a funlt common to must
young wrilers—the languuge proces a copa-

bility to do something leller when not ems

barked in the * Moyxrrran Mystery ” line.
The only kero, Ly the byc, lo whom w0e hate
yet been introduced is a sad carrolty-headed
Jellow, and there is, thercfore, no sumpathy
cexcited for him, As for Crana, we Anow
but one stern, fierce, dark lovhing woman like
her, and that woman is a frequent attendant
at the Evening Service at —— Church.

The Evverny gentleman is informed thet the
« Exros1TOR”’ can manage to get on without
his promised support.

A “Tex rER cENT. TAX-PATER” wishes 19 know
why the various “shows” now, or vecently,
exhibiting in Montreal wcere left untazed
when 80 high contributions ave levied upon the
people themselves. Not being a IMemler of
the Corporation, tee cannot give him a good
reason, but we are quite convineed he Las valy
10 bring the muatler under the consideralion of
the actice Muoyor to have-imiicdinle aclicn
taken for the removal of the cvite As ke
Justly says, it is rather a hardship to toz silk,
water, beer, and bread carts, conveying the
necesearies of life, when its lux? ries arz left
untouched. The public have paid Mr. Win-
ter, Mr. Templeton, and Monsicur Philippe,
quite money cnough to kave admitied of the
performances of these artists being very highly
taxed indeed. They could well afford it.

Em—
3y After the preseot issuo of the WeexLy ExrosiTor

no singlo numbers will bo soMd.  ‘They who slenrothe yaper
mnust subsenbe toat, 10 which case thay will be supphed
with a file from tho beginning. Nono of thase, howover,
who receive a copy of tho present impression, and have
not given their names as subscnbers, will have it eonti-
nucd to them, unless they sigmfy their desize.  All letiers
nust be sent freo to the Office, the address of which is given
atthe foot of the paper.
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THE BOARD OF WOLES.

Several of the papers have taken up the
subject of a defaleation, amounting to five
hundred pounds, on the part of & paymaster
on one of the Canals—and it is enrious 10
observe low the subject is handled, accoid-
ing to the particular views of particular
parties.—The Courier of Monday, with the
fraukness that usually characterizes thai
journal, has a rather lung anicle which we
extract below; while in refercnce to the
same subject, the Hercld gives in its number
of Tuesday, the followmg from the Gazette

“1V. hiave no dircct information, lut we bhe-
Jicve the fact is somcthing Jike this—that, a dif-
frrent mode of payment being adogtad, a long
account was closed, and the paymaster found his

cash deficient some four or five hnndred pounds,
which, unless explained, Le will have to make
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good, or ratlier 10 lose, The sccuritics are anie
ple; there is no reason to presne finud, and the
detection of the error, from which possibly the
party himself is the sufferer, was owing to the
introduction of an improved sysichi—so at Jeast
we liave Liearq it currently stated”

But why, after all, mise such a clamor
about so paltry a deficicney as 1his, when
the inquiry should have been instituted long
ago, und at its fountain head 2 Why have
Mr. Killaly’s defalcations not been brought
prominently before the public, and how is it
that he has, notwithstanding the most serious
charges of mismanagement of the Depart-
ment while Chaiauan of the Board of Works,
been allowed to retain eight hundred ster
ling a year? Of the opinion of ¥~ minis-
try themselves, in regard to Mr. Killaly’s
ceuduet, some opinion may be inferred from
what we shall proceed to state.

Early in the course of the last session, and
in the apatments of Col. Prince, the mem-
ber for Issex, Col. Gowan, the member for
Leeds stated, and with no injunction to se-
erecy, that he, as well as the Solicitor Ge-
neral, had been told that moming by Mr.
Morris, that on investigation it had been
found the expenses of the Board of Works
exceedeq the estimates, by upwards of a
hundred thousand pounds more than he,
Col. Gowan, had ealculated they would!
We are positive as to the substance of tho
remark, although we may not be strictly cor-
reet in the details, for wo write altogether
from memory. We certainly had fully ex-
pected, after this declaration, to have heard
the matter seriously taken up by the Ad-
ministration, but instead of that, to our great
surprise—no not 1o our surprise, for we are
swrprised at nothing that is done by Mr.
Praper’s Government—the culozy of the
Board of Works was afterwards later prc-
nounced in the house, under the sanction
f the Executive.

They arenot the five bundred pounds now
deficient, that have been the means of im-
peding the advancement,from waut of funds,
of the public works of the Province. Butthey
are the larger items, compared with which
this is but the veriest trifle; and fer whick
Mr. Killaly should have been ealled to ac-
count, as well as his factotum, Mr. Power,
the contractor on the Welland Cenal, who,
very wisely, when the subject became one
of padtial inquiry, if not of investigution,
made the best of his way to England.

All the infany that has been perpetrated
in the Board of Wo s attaches to those who
are wow carefully reraoved by the Govern-
niert from the responsibility ; but the ccun-
iy 15 yet to learn why Mr. Monis, after
making the admission he did, did not insist
on My, Killaly®s expulxion from all connec-
tion with the Doawd of Works.

Who, by the way, is the spy who gave
the information in tho first instance? We
shoull liko to know this ¢ cnemy in the
camp.” Ilc may be uscful to us.

The following is what appeared in the
Couricr of Monday :—

“ Rustovnco Drravcation 1y Tur Boarp or
Wonks.—Fur several days therc have been whis-
pers in prisaic circles that somie immportant dis-
closures wonld soon be brought tolight, involving
individuals high in the confidence of the very im-
portant Departncent of Public Works, We have
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been in daily expectation of hearing something
from our ministerial contemporaries, but they
either have no information or clse they are de-
termined to keep it to themsclves. Itis right
that the public should know that a heavy defal-
cation hus been discovered on the part of a paye
master on one of the principul canals. It issup-
posed thatit has existed for souie time. Me.
‘T'hos. A. Begly has been the principal accountant
of the Board, and it was his duty to have exercis-
cd a check over the paymaster. We huve not
heard whether he has been called on for explanas
tions or whether he has given any, but most as.
suredly his friend3 ought to explain to the public
how it happens, that the system of check whicl:
he hae adopted, has proved so incflicacious.  Mr,
Thos. A. Begly, however, has been doing good
service to Mr. Robinson and his colleagues, and
his managenient will not, we suspect, be very
rigidly enquiced into. Public intcrest will now
be excited as to the management of the financial
affairs of the Board of Works. If the paymaster
on ouic canat can manage to be.ome a defaulter,
why not all the paymasters? We shall, in all
probability, have to return to this subject.”

¢“Wo take tho above from the Pilot of
Satunln{—aml we regret to say that there is
too much reason to beliove thata considera-
Dble defaleation has been discovered in the
acconnts of the Paymaster of the Board of
Works.  We understand, however, that the
amount does not exceed £500, Wo Jearnt
some da{s azo, the office of Paymaster of
the Board of Works was to be doue away
with, and before it was discovered that any
defuleation existed. Itis cettainly unfor-
tunate that the brother of the Paymaster
should lave been the Secretary of the
Board, and the only check uponthis depart-
ment of the public works. Atthesame time
we camot help attaching blame to Mr.
Killaly in relation to this matter; as chief
oflicer of the Board of Works, it was his
dutyto have looled closely intoevery branch
of the Department,

¢ As to the insinuation about Mr. T. A.
Begly’s ¢ domg good service to Mr. Robin-
son and his collengues,’ we do not exactly
understand it—but” we will venture to saj
that Mr. Robinson is iudependent cnough
not to allow any such motives to influence
his conduet in the matter, and that he wil,
do justice to all partics and at all hazards,
haying at the same time due regard for the
pnblic inferests. It is well Enown that
* The Board of Works > department has been
looked upon by the public with great sus-
picion for many months past, and a variety
of charge. bLrought against it, which—
whether tme_ or unfounded—required in-
vestigation.  We have uo doubt but that
mauy of these are not founded on facts;
nevertheless, the whole shouid undergo the
severest scrutiny, and we Tely upon Mr.
Robinson, and his colleague, Mr. Casgrain,
for the ddue performance of this duty, how-
ever onerous and disagrecable it may
prove.%?

QUALIFICATIONS FOR A GOVERNOR.

After all, it would appear t..at Lord Elgin
hasnot been choser for any pariicular apti-
tude that has been discovered in him to
supply the place of Lord Metcalfe, but
simply because he has sneceeded the best
hitherto, as a Colonial Governor—not, be it
understoad, of any important dependency of
Great Britain in India, but of a compara-
tively obseure Island in the West Indics.—
We, by no means, offer these remarks with
a view to detract in any way from Lord
Elgin’s merit as a statesman,—that will es-
tablish itsclf when his Lordehip amives
amongst us,—but in order to pulut out cither
the difficulty tho Homo Gotwmment must
have in providing competeni Guvemnors for




