
Columba.

past the littie group, clambers into hie boat and with wvords and
gestures, jeers at Columnba. The Saintes hiot blood is up. Blazing
in 4 white heat of generous indignation and careless of danger,
lie pursues hini to the beach, and spiashes out into the translucent
water, up to the knees, and there, with his two hands lifted to
heaven, colis down judgrnent on his head.

Away goes the pirate merrily with a last jeer shouted as lie
hioists his tanned soul. The Saint and his mnonks sit down on a
littie knoll to calm themselves, and Iooking after the swiftly
departing boat, lie prophiesies that it will neyer reach the land.
They sit for a littie tirne wvatching, and the keen prevision of
Columba, whose eye liad long been trained to watcl tiiese
changixig skies, is proved true. A studden squall catches the
boat, labouring with the ili-gotten booty, hetween Mull and
Colonsay. Over it goes like a flash as the sait turns, and wlien
tliey look again, an ernpty sea, - and they corne dowvn froin
their knoll amre-struck at the swift judgmient.

Take another illustration, sliowing lis yearning compassion.
Sitting with lis faithful servant Diarrniti on another elevation
overlooking lis island home, and caMting his grey nielting eye
athwart, the seï, lie abruptly breaks out with, III wonder why a
slip is so loug in coîning froni Ireiand 'vhichi brings .- great
sinner to do penance." Shiortly a sal heaves iu siglit ixnakinp. for
the littie harbor -%vhcn Coluniba, ms if acting out tIe deai- old
father's part in that peari of parables, says to lis servant, "lLet
us go to meet this convert wvhose true repentance Christ receives.>
The psnitent leaps from lis boat, runs to hlm, as lie is coining
frc:n the quay, falls at the Saint's feet and pours out a flood of
tears- in presence of the waiting and wondering cro,%vd. Then thbe
Saint, weeping as profusely along wvith Miîn, said to, inii, "leArise
my son, take cornfort, thy sins are forgiven, because a broken
and a contrite heart God ivill not dlespis-." The mnan rose up Nvith
at wondrous feeling of relief as «%vhen the pilgrimni t the cross
found hMs burden fait off It bas been observed, that "eif priestly
zibsolution wvere always like that it wvould be riglit. The heart
that could deal so, tenderly wvith ulie penitent mnust itself have
knowr, what it vaïs to be broken, and healed by Almiglty
Gentleness."

Columaba loved the Bible and lived it. Mucli --f bis time and


