42 SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

INTERNATIONAL

FIRST QUARTER: THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.
LESSON V. PAUL AT JERUSALEM.

A D, 5.

Acts 21, 15326, | Commit to memory verses1i-19.]
15 And ufter those days we tock
. up our carringes, and went up to Je-
ru’sa-lem.,
3 There went with us also cer-
tain of the disciples of Ces'a-re’u,
and brought with them one Mna/son
of Cy’yrus, an old disciple, with
whom we should lodge.

17 And when we were come to
Je-rusa-lem, the brethren received
us gladly.

18 And the day following \l went in with us unto
Jumes 3 and all the elders were present,

19 And when he had saluted them, he declared par-
ticularly what things God had wrought among the
Gen'tiles by his ministry.

20 And when they heard if, they glorified the Lord,
and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many
thousands of Jews there are which believe ; and they
are all zealous of the law :

21 And they are informed of thee, that thoun teachest

General

And now atlast Paul is at the goal of his journey. the
city which to every Jew was holy as the dwelling-place
of God. The apostle enters its gate surrounded by
companions, and within its walls is welcomed by
fricnds, yet he sees on every hand lowering faces, and
knows full well that dungers are impending. Beneuth
the roof of the stanch old Mnason the apostolic com-
pany spend an evening listening to memories of the
early days, and the next morning are ushered into the
pre<ence of ** the Lord's brother," James the Just, the
saintly and stern head of the disciples in Jerusalem.
With him are assembled the elders of the mother
Church, many of whom, doubtless, had looked upon
the face of Christ, and some of whom may have seen
him on the cross. Here Paul recounts the wonders of
grice wrought among the Gentiles, and shows that the
same gifts of the Spirit have been poured out upon them
as on the Jewish believers, They listen, and rejoice at

Explanatory and

Verse 15, After those days. The time spent at
Cesurea, from five to seven ‘Took up our car
riages. Rev. Ver,, *Our b " The word means
rx to be carried. Went up. From Cesarca

“thet
on the sea-coast to Je em among the mountains, a

journey of three days, ns they 2o on foot.

16, Went with us certain.  Paul's pm‘!{ had now
grown to large proportions, giving safety to his person
and dignity to his errand. They were to present to
the jealous Jewish Christians of Jevusalem the offerings
of the Gentiles, as a token of fellowship. Bronght
with them. The text may be translated either * bring-
ing us to Mnason,” that is, taking the apostolic com-
pany to the house of Mnason, or as it is in our transl-
tion, and also in the Rev. Ver., indicating that Mnagon
went to Cesaren to meet his guests, One Mnason.
Nothing else is known concerning this brave old dis-
ciple who was willing to receive into his house the mun
mo-t hated in the Jewish world. An old disciple,
Not n wily an aged man, but, as in Rev. Ver., *an
early disciple,” either one of those converted on the
duy of Pentecost, or l»crhupﬂ a follower of Christ dur-
ing his eanthly li t may be that from him Luke ob-
tained some facts in his Gospel and the earlier chapters
of Acts. With whom we shouid lodge, Since the
city was crowded at the feast of Pentecost, guch an
arrangement was necessary. (1) Let us welcome the dis-
ciples of Christ to our homes.  (2) How beautiful the
sight of anold and experlenced diselple !

17. Come to Jerusalem. Thiswus Paul's fifth visit
since his conversion, and his last. for he left it a week
Jater a prisoner in chinins, brethren. The Church

in Jernsalem was mainly Jewish, and intolerant of Gen-,

tile Christianity ; but there was in its membership a
section of brond-minded, progressive beJievers, who
appreciated Panl and his work, and these gave him a
welcome which was all the more encouraging becuuse
of premonitions of danger.
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all the Jews which are among the Gen'tiles to forsake
Mo’ses, saying that lhe{‘oughl not to circumcise their
children, neither to walk after the customs,

22 What is it therefore ¥ the multitude must needs
come together : for they will hear that thou art come.

23 Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have
four men which have a vow on them §

24 Them take, and purify thyself w ith them, and be
at charges with them, thut they may shave their heads :
and all may know that those things, whereof they were
informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou
ulgelf also walkest orderly, and keepest the law.

25 As touching the Guu’\i{es which believe, we have
written and concluded that they observe no such thing,
save only that they keep themselves from things offered
to idols, und from strangled, and from fornication.

26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day purify-
ing himself with them entered into the temple, to «ig-
nify the accomplishment of the days of puritication,
ar‘\lil that an offering should be offered for every one of

em.

Statement.

| the mercy of God, and for themselves are satisfied. But
\ they remember the thousunds of Jews, who, though
| Christians in name, are yet in the bonds of anarrow
l belief, and they give to Paul counsel which, if followed,
| may conciliate them, and turn them from enemies to
| friends. As the re}mr\ has gone ubroad that Paul is an
| apostate from the ewish law, and an enemy to its cus-
‘ toms, they recommend him to join with four Nazarites
l in an actof consecration in the tem Jle, thereby to show
that he is loi'nl to the traditions of the fathers.” Another
\ man woubd have stood upon his right of freedom, and
(
|

refused to submit to the unnecessary yoke, but Paul
was willing to deny hims=elf to the very dust, if need be,
to save one soul. He assented, and we see lim stand-
ing in the Nuzante's room in the temple, with shorn
head, performing the ceremonial of one who was under
uvow.

Practical Notes,

The day following. Wherever Paul goes,
whether as pilgrim or apostle, he i ever prompt in his
errands.  Paul went in with us. Luke and the seven
European brethren (Acts 20. 4) were present at this in-
terview. From the epistles, we learn that one of its
objects to present the gifts of the Gentile Chris-
tians, Unto Jame salled * the Lord's brother.™ for
he was the son of M and Joseph, He was not one
of the original twelve apostles, but was the pastor or
+bishop "’ of the Church in Jerusalem. At this time
the apostles had scattered upon their mission to various
lands. James was the recognized leader of Jewish
L‘Inrl—!lxlnl(!. yet he had given the most cordial indorse-
ment to Paul's work among the Gentiles. All the
elders. The leading members of the Church, chosen
by seniority or ability to positions of influence. Were
present, Showing that this was a formal and ap-
pointed meeting.

19. Saluted them. Probably, according to the Ori-
ental manner, h‘_emhmclng with a kiss upon the cheek.
He declared. This statement was made to show the
believing Jews that the hand of God had been in the
spread of the Gospel among the Gentiles, It was not
in any sense a report to the Church in Jerusalem as
from one who was subordinate to them. Particularly.
Rev. Ver,, ‘‘one by one.” What things God had
wrought, Laying stress, not on his own labors, but
on the divine \\‘urkini.z. the ealvation of souls, the gifts
of the Spirit on Gentile believers, and the evidences that
God owned the work. By his ministry, The original
word is that from which ** deacon’ i8 derived, mean-
ing ¢ service.” () Lel God have all the glory in our
work, for he gives all the success.

20. They glorifled the Lord. Plnlnlf' a full in-
dorsement of the apostle and his course. 1 see no evi-
dence of a strife among the leaders of the Church,
whatever mu?‘ have been the parties among its mem-
bers. Yet these elders recognize the necessity of




