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Sucli study, too, will enabIe the teacher Vo weed out of text-books
what is unnecessary and useless. MTe ail know that a great deal
is contained ini text-books, which is not intended to be memorised,
but is there merely Vo throw liglit upon the important and salient
matter. Anything, therefore that wiIl enable a pupil to separate
ths chaif from the wheat is surely most desirable; for 1 think 1
may venture Vo say that one of the praminent mistakes of our
teaching to-day is the promiscuons way in which we force our
pupils Vo learn both the usefal and the useless. In this way -%ve
are Iargeoly chargeable with turningr out Il bookzful blockheads,
with X,.ads of learned lumber in thoir heads," instead of fol1owving
the opinions of John Stuart .51111 and Sir William, Hamilton, and
imparting Vo, pulils what is best etulated Vo cultivate coininon
senlse, and Vo, determine themi Vo self activity. Lot the teacher,
then, study hi.s leýsson until lie is able to strike from it ail non-
essenti.als, until his mind isý q.uite decided as to what he wishes lis
pupils Vo learn and store up. No doubt, as President Chadbourne
sayzi. Il t takies a brave man, one merciless Vo himseif', to make a
small, simple, but thorougli text-book: but such tex-ýt-bookýs we
Musthav'ec if ive use them ataill" In fact> this clearingr ofthe tes,%t-
books o? ail that is intended only for show, and perhaps for the
heads o? a few, is une of the chief :iids a teacher rendors Vo his


