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absolute free education, aind no nation bas ever vet surpassed lier in
her love for Iearning.

It is, consequently, to us, the sons of a race famncd for its love
of science, a great pAeasure to show our devotion to our Aia
Mater on such a day, and to give expression to a hiearty iwîsh illat
the future has in store for lier a developmrent -v-aster even. ilan ci-ci
ber niost carnest frierrds could desire, and tbat she %vill render 2great

servcesto his omiionand the ncigbiboring republie by ùiboring

earnestl%, and faithfulINv in that noblc work of ecluration.
ht is even a more dcligbtful pleasure for a son of St. Patrick, a

descendant of a people wbose country bore the titie, not only of Isle
of Scbolars, but also Isle of Saints , to toast an institution imparting
an education which 'As at once secular and religious.

No question nt tbe picsent day is miore agitated than ithat of
religlïous teaching, in the schools. It is a burning topic in English
pouf cal life, and it is nîuch discusscd in America. On that ques-
tion Irishmnen arc one -%vitb the g-reat National 1>ar*v iii demlanding
that education be religious.

Onfly recently that noble leader of tbe Irisb party, Jno. E. Red-
mond, in delivering an address to the students of a Catbolic college
in England, said: "Wc, believe thiat religion is a most necessarv
part of education. We believe it is flot possible to bring out good
men and efficient citizens by the banisbment of religion fromn the
education of our children."

We glory in the firm stand that that noble party recently toolc
in the fighlt for religious educaf on iii England, and the sentiments
of the leader, Redmond, are cxactly those of al] the iiemibers of his
race scattcrl-d througbiout the -world.

And therefore ive, beingr strongly -attacbced to religious educa-
tioni, bear intense affection for this institution, our Aima Mater,
consecratcd. as she is, to the sacrcd caiuse of a learning -ývhichi pro-
dlaims that the education of thec beart r i. t be carried on simultan-
cosuly -%vith that of the mind.

Nor should -we fait on such an occasion as this to proclaini Our
athletic victories,, for the Irishi people bave ever been firm believers
in the old adage, "'Mens sana in corpore sano. " And Ireland is at the
present day the homne of sonme of the world's greatest athlete-q and
the mnost farnous athîctic organization of the day is thc Greater
Newv York Irish Amierican Club, wvhich is the proud possessor or
probably half the chamipionships of the wvorId.
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