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EASTEJ?.

Day of ail joyous days Most holy,
When, from the dark tomb's rocky portal,
He, once the toiler meek and lowly,
Came forth a Prince Immnortal :

The triumph of Thy marn wc sing;
Hail ta aur risen Lord and King !

Sad were the women's hecds that morning
That wished the heavy stone's unsealing.
To rest that dawn in sarrow scorning
They saw the Angel kneeling

Within that drear sepuichral prison
And beardithe message, "« He is risen."

Straight, in amazement, quick returning
To where His friends their watch were keeping,
Tlheir spiuits with deep fervour burning
Their joy ail grief o'erleaping,

"The Lord hatb corîquerýd death," they said,
"He ]ives whom now ye mourna.a; dead."

Hope, the apostles fear o'erriding,
Anon themselves the Master meeting,
With doubts dispelled, the Spirit guiding
They gave the world this greeting,

'IHe wbo Himsell a ransom gave
Now lives omnipotent ta save.'

Inspired since then with power unceasing,
The Church af Christ bas ever given
No word; whose steady light increasing
Shahi guide men's sons ta heaven,

More sure tban this, ihat Jesus reigns
Who borst ai sin and deathi the chains.

And sa wbilst Easter belîs are ringing
Wbilst birds their carols.loud are chanting
Heaven's chairs and ours unite in singing
"Our songs shah flot be wantirîg
To telI the triumnpbs af the King.
Sing I ail ye ransomed hasts. Oh I Sing V'
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DEFICITS IN VTuIE FUND8. THE
CA USE.-I.

BX R. A. DIX.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN bas ai
late contained frequent references ta the
growing difficulty expcrienced in abtaining
sufficient tunds for the mission and other
schemes ai the Churcb. I say " grawing "
difllculty, because I believe that we bave
had a very perceptible growtb in this direc-
tion. Times bave been bard lately, I knaw;
but tbat will nat accaunt for al ai this
growth of wbich I speak : non bas tbe per-
iad ai growth been limited ta the bard
times.

Side by side witb statements ai the dii-
ficulty, we bave had suggestions for its cure.
The dlaims ai these scbemes are urged upon
the people, and tbey arc pressed ta adapt
better financial systenis.

Not very long ago, I was present at a
congregatianal meeting when some discus-
sion af a pressing financial prablem was in,
pragress. One ai the eIders called attention
ta the general profession ai be lici that "the
silver and the gold " are the property ai the.
Head ai the Churcb, and at His disposai.
'INow," said be, «'we are supposcd ta 1 e
doing His Work ; and if we find that H1e
does not give us money enougb ta do it
with, it seems ta me that the first thing we
have ta do is ta find aut wby."

I arn impressed with the idea that a good
searching, crass-examination sort ai an en-
quiry alang that line might belp-well, say,
as much ai the Churcb as was let ater the
cnquiry was finished.

Aiter al, you know, the matter cames
down ta the basis ai the above-quoted state-

Do these bodies, gcnerally, approve ai
the things whicb are donc in the Church
every day ? Do they approve af that whole-
sale, strait-aut gambling (witb buman lives
as counters) which I amn told is caming into
fashion lately, and wbicb is known as thc
insurance plan of praviding for the payment
ai Churcb dcbts ? Do tbey approve ai the
creatian ai those debts for the building and
furnisbing ai luxurlous temples ? Do they
approve ai the spirit wbicb votes systematic
beneficence Ilslow," and gocs in for raisii2g
money by socials and bazaars, and worse
devices yct ?

These tbings are donc continually-done
openly, in the face ai day. It follows tbat
they are approved ai by the real rulers ai
the Church.

Let me give an incident. It happens to
be the only anc ai the kind in my own ex-
penience, but I do not suppose it is unique.
I went into anc ai aur churches ta bear an
address tram anc ai aur forcign mission-
aries, borne an farlough. He made a direct
and eamnest appeal for a campamatively small
contribution, annually, for the support ai a
native teacher in his field. He put thc
matter plainly and iorcibly ; yet in no way
as dictating duty ta the people. Everyone
there, who believed in the preaching ai thc
gospel at ail, must bave been convinced that
tbe maney was really needcd and would be
a means ai great goad. Sa far as I could
leamn, and I had an excellent opportunity to
find out, no ane even praposed ta try ta get
a response ta that appeal. Yct at that time,
in that congregation, sorne ai the " earnest
workers " were engaged on a schemne hav-
inag for its abject the tickling ai cangrega-
tional vanity and the gratification ai tbe
sensuous side ai congregational nature. I
bad reason ta believe that the solid people
ai the congregation, the 'l aid guard," look-
cd with disfavar on tbe proicct ; but the
" workcrs " succeedcd. The annual cast ai
the said scbeme bas totalled just about six
times the amount tbe rnissianary asked for.
No anc need be surprised at thc sequel.
The cry in that congregatian ta day is :
Wby send money away for missions, aug-
mentation, and sa forth, wben we cannat
pay aur own debts ?
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HO W TO USE THE HOM'E STUD Y
LEAFLET.

BY REV. T. F. FOTHKRINGHAM.

The aim ai the Home Study Leaflet is,
as its name implies, ta promote the borne
study ai the lesson. It cannet do tbis unlees
bath teachers and parents take a little trouble
ta use it effectively. Nurnerous testimonies
came ta us ai the marked impravernent in
knawledge ai the tesson before coming ta
the class, wbicb bas resulted fromn its faith-
fui use, and in almost every case in whicb
the expected results bave not been attained
the teachers have failed ta use the means
wbicb it bas placed in their bands. We as-
sume that ail earnest superintendents and
teachers are wiling ta persist patiently in a
method ai work if tbcy are hopeful ai
acbieving by it more eflectively the end ai
Suinday-scbool instruction, namely, a better
knowledge ai tbe Word ai God.

An te achermay usmethe.efe wt h

stating wby it was given, sbauld be present-
ed toalal wbo obtained fifty Per cent. af the
total marks for the three montbs. He sbauld
also urge those wbo have sbown interest
and ability ta enter for the Quarterly Ex-
aminatian ai the scbeme af Higher Relig-
ious Instruction (Sec Syllabus under De-
partment i).

The best resuits, bawe ver, will be attain-
cd wben thc school as a whale adopts the
Leaflet as part of its organized work. The
superintendent or saine one specially ap-
pointed, should oversee the distributiun of
the Leaflets, their collecti9)n, tbe record ai
narnes, announcement ofithese ta tbe scbaol
and award ai "'Menit cards" ta those wbo
bave sbown diligence. A "Home study "
secretary would f111 a very important post in
a weli appointed school. Frequent refer-
ence should be made from the desk ta ques-
tions and answers, sa as ta keep up the en-
tbusiasm and induce the less enterprising
ta take part.

The following plan bas been adapted
witb excellent results. A committce of twa
was appointed (cbanged quarterly) ta read
and value the answers from the wbole
school. Each teacher was furnished with a
large and strong envelope, marked with
bis name and the mumber of bis class, inta
wbich be put al thc Leaffets handed in by
bis schalars. These class envelopes were
banded ta the examining cornrittee wha
reported next Sabbath, and the resuits were
read out from tbe desk. At first only tbe
brigbtest scbo lars and the mast active
teachers wilI take part, but gradually the
wbole scbool will be drawn into the plan if
a few arc wise and persistent in their efforts.

Wben the Home Study Leaflet was first
issued tbree years ago, very few lessan
helps contained questions for written answ-
crs, now no good series is witbaut tbemn.
But we dlaim for this "lHome Study " series
a superionity over ail others in cbeapness-
the Westminster Lesson Leal casts five cents
and the Westminster Question Leaf twenty
cents, making twenty-five cents for wbat we
give for five ; in omission of the Bible
lesson, tbus compelling scholars ta bring
their Bibles ta scbool, in the Il excuse for
absence," wbich is a constant reminder af
duty and belpful ta the leacher in bis "lpas-
toral work," in clearness and accuracy af
exposition, in aptness of tbe Scripture refer-
ences, and in the use of outline maps, a
mast useful feature, entirely original and
peculiar ta the "lHome Study " series.

Samples ai tbe Home Study Lea/Z et, Quart-
erly and Teachers'- Monthly, in quantities
sufficient ta supply the whale scboal, will be
sent free an application ta the Canvener.

St. John, N.B., 107 Hazen St.,
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COD'S HIDDEN ONES.

BY REV. JOSEPH HAMILTON.

This is an age ai Christian mavement,
and action, and show ; vet even in this age
God bas bis hidden ones. Some time ago a
gardner was sbawin2g Me bis rich and rare
and beautiful fliwers. Then he said he had
anc bloomer that be specially prized wbicb
be wanted me ta sec. Sa he took me ta an ob-
scure corner of the garden, wbere he stoopcd
dawn an.begn t scrtchpte.srfac-o

highly. The world may pass them by ;
even discerning and discriminating Chris'
tians may pass them by. Men look on the
outward appearance, but He looks 00 the
heart. He knows the possibilities that 510

ber in every one of His own ; He secs tbC'f
undevelaped beauty. Sa He hides tbC0l
safely, knowlng that the showers of ils
grace wiil nourisb tbem, and the sunsbil3e Of
His love will cati them forth (rom their Ob.
scurity in due tim%

Toronto.

MR?. GLADSTONE Off CHJUSTI 4

INFLUENCE.

In a lengthy article wbich Mr. Gladstone
bas contributed ta the IlPeaple's PictOil

Bible," speaking of the spread and adaptab'
lity of Christianity to the buman race, hO
says :

"lThe religion of Christ is for manki0d
the greatest of ail phenomena, the greatOst
of ail facts. It is the dominant religionl O<
the inhabitants of this planet in at least t1v0

important respects. [t commands the lafg'
est number of professing adhetents. If
estimate the population of the globe at .

400,000,000 (and same would state a higbef
figure), 400,000,000 or 500,000,000 of theS"'
or one-third of the whole, are professiD%
Christians ; and at every point of the circuit
the question is not one of losing groundt b tt
of gaining it. The fallacy wbich acceptO'
the vast population of China as Buddbi5ts to

the mass bas been exploded, and it is plat'o
that no other religion approaches the naimeri
cal strength of Christianity ; daubtful, '0
deed, wbether there be any which reacbti
one-baîf of it. The second of the particulal'
now under view is perbaps even more inPOrt
ant, Christianity is the religion in the c00

'

mand of whose professors is lodged a prO'
portion of power far exceeding its supefiO
ity af numbers, and this power is both nOf~
and material. In the area of controveroV
can bardly be said to bave a seriaus antB%0'
nist. Force, secular or physical, is acctl00t
lated in the bands of Christians in a ProOf.

tion absolutely overwbelming ; and the îc
cumulation af influence is not îess remark-
able tban that of force. This is not surpt".
ing, for all the elements of influence $f
their borne witbin the Christian precilci.
The art, the literature, the systematised io
dustry, invention, and commerce-in 00l
word, the power of tbe war.ld are al10001
wholly Christian. [n Christendom alOoc
there seems ta lie an inexhaustible energi O

world-wide expansion. The nations O

Christendom are everywbere arbiters of the
fate of non-Christian nations." f~

In speaking af modern criticisai,
paying respect ta the modern critics, the
Premier adds :-I' We may stili ask whbctber
their tone and temper, speaking generall'
bas been such, say for example in GerliB"
as the Christian community was entitled to
desire and even ta demand. Have the'
proceeded under the influence ai sentifit
such as would govern anc wba waseid
vouring either to wipc away external im'PtUf

ties or to efface spuriaus manipulations iraI1

some great work af a famous artisti? 40
the mmnd only, but the finger alsa, of SUlCb
man is guided by tenderness and revefî0c
throughout. Has this been tbe prevailÎI0


