
TH.eAbA RfEY~1AN

DISTRIBUTION OFPROBA TIONERS.

W E learn that the committee on the
Distribution of Probationers is to

meet in Guelphi ôn the i9th inst.
The attention of ail interested is requested

\ to the foliowing regulations, adopted by the
general Assembly at its late meeting. It will
be seen from these that Probationers are re-
quired to report ail bona fide vacancies.
Notice shouid be given to the committee of
the congregations that wish to procure one-
half their own supply. Where this is not
done the committee wiil give ail the supply
at their disposai. It is particuiarly desired
that intimation of any change of Conveners
of Presbyteries' committees be sent to the
Convener of the Distribution Committee, so
that the Probationer may be correctiy in-
formed as to the person to whom lie shouid
apply for his appointments in the bounds of
Presbyteries to which lie is designated.

The foliowing are the regulations of As-
sembly:

I. Probationers and Ministers now on the Rail.
(1) Thse names of Probationers and Ministers on the Ral

for the past four years shall be continued on said Rail for
thrce months longer-thereafter, if not settled, ta be rcmoved
from the Rail.

(2) Those on thse Rail for tise past thrce years shahi be
continued six m onths longer-thereafter, if flot settled, ta be
removed frous the Rail.

(3) Thase an the Rail for two years shall be continued for
anather year and then remaved.

IL. Probatianers and Ministers hereafter ta be placed an
the Rail.

(i) Probationers shall be allowed three years on the Rail.
(2) Ministers; who resign their charges, shahl be allowed

two years on the Rail after each resignation.
(3) Thse above regulations, sa far as they can be applied,

shahl refer ta Ministers and Licentiates, wha came fram tise
Presbyterian Churches in Great Britain and Ireland.

(4) Ordained Ministers, who have been received from'~
other Cisurches, with leave of tise Assembly, shahl be placed
on the Rail for anc year.

III. Probationer's Salary.
Presbyteries are isereby recommended ta induce congre-

gations ta pay Probationers as liberally as possible-it being
understood that the minimum be eight dollars ($8.oo) per
weck, with board.

IV. Supply of Vacancies.
(i) Presbyteries are liereby instructed ta regard Proba-

tioners as isaving a prior dlaim ta be heard in vacancies and
ta secure such liearing for them.

(2) Presbyteries are hereby instructed ta consider the pro.
priety of appainting Probationers ta vatancies for flot less
than two weeks, in order that thse duties of the pastoral
office may be attended ta by them, as laid down in Minutes
of Asscmbly, 1876, pp. 59, clause 8.

(3) Students shah nat be appointed ta vacancies save in
exceptional cases.

(4) Presisyteries are enjoined flot ta repart as a vacancy
any congregatian nat prepared ta call.

(5) Presbyteries are instructed ta place ail their vacant
congregatians prepared ta cail on the iist of vacancies, and
congregations are allowed ta procure their own supply
through tise Presbytery for haîf tise time, when they sa desire.

(6) Employrnent shahl hercafter be given by thse Commit-
tee ta, none but those wisose names are transmitted ta this
Committee through some Presbytery of the Churcis.

SABBA TH SCHOOL WORK.

T HE Sabbath School work of our Churcli
is in, process of organization. The

Committee on Sabbath Schools is recognized
as a distinct and important executive depart-
ment. At the late meeting of the General
Assembly in Hamilton it was resolved that
the Committee on the State of Religion omit
the department of Sabbath School work from
their schedule, and that the Assembly's Sab-
bath School Committee be empowered to issue

instruction anîd system of teaching in the dif-
ferent Sabbath Schoois throughout the
Churcli. When this is done, it wili be found
that, as in the case of the secular schools, chli-
dren will flot be so mucli retarded'in their
studies by moving from one part of the coun-
try to another. At the request of the Con-
vener of the Sabbath School Committee, Rev.
John McEwe-n, of Ingersoil, we reprint the
Assembly's deliverance on this subject with
extracts from the Committee's report. It will
be useful to Sabbath School superintendents,
teachers, and others interested in the work,
who may not see the Assembiy's Minutes.
The report occupied mucli of the time and
attention of the Assembiy, and finaliy, on mo-
tion of Dr. Bell, seconded by Mr. J. K. Smith,
the foiiowing deliverance was unanimously
adopted:

" Receive the report; thank the Convener for lis diligence
in tise. matter; empower tise Committee ta issue scisedules
for tise purpose of eliciting information, and urge on ail Min-
isters and Sessions diligence in replying thereto; appoint
tise Moderator, in bis pastoral letter on tise state of religion,
ta press tise recammendations of tise report on tise*attention
of tise Churcis; instruct Preshyteries ta give diligent atten-
tion ta tise oversiglit of Sabisatis School wark wîtisin their
bounds; and, wisere practicabie, ta isold Preshyteriai Sab-
bath Scisool Conférences, and ta encourage tise formation of
classes for training Sabbatli Scisoal Teacisers; and authorize
tise Conveners of tise Cammittees of tise severni Synods ta,
act as a committee, if tisey sec fit, ta, inquire into and report
an the subject of Sabbatli Scisool Literature."

EXTRACT FROM REPORT.'
We beg leave ta enumerate some central points on tis

important dcpartment of work tisat seem wartliy of immedi.
ate consideration. Behind the -facts already submnitted, con-
densed ta tise utmost dcgree, there is a widely diffused in-
terest, anxicty, and hope concerning tise rising generatian,
W/tai ta d ,How ta do it-tse pressing conviction tînt it
must be done at once, because a generation is slipping out
of aur bands, mucis prayer is beingr offéed for the Holy
Spirit ta render tise work donceff ectuai. Not n ittle of

-aur discauragement and seeming unfaithfulness in tise minis-
try has its soufrce in tise negiect of instruction in tise past.
If we were more careful and painstaking in eariy instruction
and training, aur labors in preaching, lecturing, and good
counsels would be mare fruitful. We labor too far from tise
beach of tise stream.

Again, wisat minister does not know that lis preacising,
-expressed in tise mast biblicai termis, on Sin-Redemptian
-Reconciliation-Cavenant-Sovereign Grace-Heaven-
Eartli-and Hel-lias, ta tise mind of n very large portion
of his hearers, not even an intellectual definitnes: of meanng
-tse iearer is iargely passive, and this state of matters is
induced by aimless, unskilful, and indefinite handling of
God's Word by ill-furnished and ill-prepared parents and
teacisers.

We are called upan ta give thnnks for tise awakening ta
tise importance of definite instruction ta tise yaung. We
give tisanks for signs of better tiings in Bible study and a
desire an tise part of aur people ta possess greater power in
isandling Divine trutis in ciass, cateciseticai, and scisool
form, and regarding tisis as a distinctive department of
cisurcis work.

Furtiser, aur testimany and history as Presisyterians lias
been sucis as make us promrinent in doing tisis work wisely
and well. We-must distinguisli between whnt is ephemeral
and wliat is fitted ta become fruitful sources of isealtis and
spiritual power. The doctrine and polity of this Churcis
enable lier ta organize and do this work with peculiar effi.
ciency.

i. Tise triple bond of înfýat membersMô., parental rer/on-
sibility, and c/turc/t recognrtion, formn a basis, not of tiseory,
but of immense practical power, and aur Sabbatis Scisoal
wark wiil lack backbone until this is wronght aut in tise
Cisurdli.

2. Our iistory in giving speciai attention ta early training
in tise home and in t/te c/turc/t requires renewed attestation
before tise worid, and incrensed adaptation ta existing wants
in means and methods.

Reference was made in tise circular issued ta preshyteries
ta tise wide separation existing betwecn our excellent sys.
tern. of public education and anytising like religicus instruc-
tion from tise Bible as a book. In tuis cannection it ought
ta be obscrved tisat tise Synod of Hamilton and Londan
appointed a deputation ta wait on tise Honorable tise Minis.
ter cf Education for Ontario, ta solicit that ail barriers ta
the rcading of tise Bible in scisool b. remaved and tisat the
Bible become a ter.t bock. Tise report of tînt deputation
attise hast meeting of Synod gzoes ta show tînt every possible
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and examination as to the work donc, more "ystem and
thoroughness as to the equipmnent of thase who do the work.
It cannot be that we have reachcd the ideal of the " Great
Teacher corne from God." Your Committee would with
ail humility ask this Assembly in the language of another:
" Must every tyro stili be allowed to try experiments in the
most delicate and precious of materials, the humn body and
mind; on the most powerful of ail forces, human passions
and the human will-cexperiments in which success or failure
mean virtue or vice, happiness or misery, lives worthy or
unworthy, sowing wi:h every action a seed of good or 111 ?"
It cannot be wise in the Church to close hier eycs to the fact
that in this work of instruction she has to compete with-

I. Great intensity of purpose in secular éducation, and
with growing thoroughness of equipment for the work in
hand.

II. Systematic thoroughness of organization.
II. Clearness of vision as ta the objccts souglit, rather

tltsn by the slow, groping, uncertain methads of mere in-
stinct. Quickness of apprehension, dexterity of judgment-,
and readiness of adaptation, are in no wise hindrances to
religious life in a Sabbath School. Slowness, dulness, dif.
fusivcness, are nothing for their own sake. Has no one had
it suggested to his mmnd that the secret of our inability, to
hold our young men and women longer under close instruc-
tion is the low measure of our teaching power? And it is
worthy of investigation as to how far this may nlot be oper-,
ating as a cause on the human side of things, accounting for
a great number of aduits not apprehending their relations to
the ordinances of God's house. If we can elevate the at-
tainments and skill of aur teachers without deadening or
diminishing their piety, will we neot adopt the surest means
of building themn up in character, power, and efficienty?
WiIl not this tend to multiply workers in ail departments of
Church effort? It appears ta your Committee wisdom te
utilize and incorporate for use ail educational forces that
are full of hope for the future. Your Committee hesitate ta
submit recommendations, that might neot express the mind of
the Churcli, inasmuch as this subject has net received any
special consideration from the united body-no schedule lias
been issued with the view of eliciting facts and opinions on
which such recammendations miglit be based. Ncverthe.
less, as preparatory ta a more thorough arganization of this
departmnent of Church work, wc submit the recommendation
of thse Synod af Hamilton and London, viz. :-" That here-
after the portion of the report on the State of Religion re-
ferring to Sabbath Schaols be forwarded ta the Convener of
the Assembly's Sabbath School Committec." Your Com.
mittee wauld supplement and enlarge this recommendation
in the following frm:-

i. 'rhat thé Comnsittee on the State of Religion omit this
departmcnt from their schedule, and that the Asscmbly's
Sabbath Schooi Committee be empowered to issus a blank
form on thse whole subject, say for two years, embracing
questions on Sabbath School Instruction, Sabbath Schoo
Organization, Sabbath School Equiprnent, Sabbath Scheel
Benevolence and Work.

2. That the schedules be forwarded ta every congregation
and mission station. Each Presbytery appoint anc of its
members ta tabulate the results within their bounds and re-
port ta the Presbytery, which report be forwarded ta the
Conveners of Synod's Sabbath School Committee, who in
turn deai with the subject, and forward ta the Convener of
tihe Assetgibly's Cammittee. Two years of such returns
would tend ta mauld the whole churcli into some uniformi
line of effort, and enabie the Assembly ta arrive at some
definite idea of the tendencies of this work.

3. That Presbyteries hold, annually, conferences with the
parents and teachers on their wark. %

.4. That the Moderator issue an address ta Parents,
Teachers and Chldren to be read from the pulpit and in the
schools; and that this address make spécial mention of the
foliowing points:-That the Sabbath School is under the
authority of the Session; That the financial needs of thse
scisool be a congregational responsibility; That the Bible,
and not the lesson helps, bc used in instruction whilc the
school is in session; Recommend Parents ta study the lesson
with their children, and that they be enjoined te give spécial
attention ta the Shorter Catechism; Recomniend teachers'
weekly meetings for thse study of the Scripture lesson.

5. That thse Conveners of thse Assembly's and Synod's
Sabbath School Cammittees be a sub-Committee ta give
special attention during the year ta Sabbath Schooi litera-
turc, sucli as Libraries, Teachers' Magazines, Lesson Leaves,
Hymns, etc., and report at next Assembly.

6. That the Churcis, in this department cf work, as in
others, be divided into East and Wcst with their respective
Committees.

AssUREDLY in the approaching day of universal judgment
it will net be inquired what we have read, but what we have
donc ; not how eloquently we have spoken, but how halily
wc have livd.- Thomas A'Kempis.

IF restoration théories were truc, tise remnark of Jésus
Christ about judas wouid lose its significance and truth; -"It
were better for that mans that lie neyer had been bora." If
endlcss happiness is te follow purgatoriai pains, it were wclI
that judas lîvcd.

CONSUMP71ON CURED.
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