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TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, MARCIL1 17, 1886.

THE attention of ail interested is directed to the
announcement in Our advertising columns that the
meeting of the Home Mission Comnîittee, Western
Section, will be held in this city, in St. Anclrew's
Church lecture romr, beginning Tuesday, March 30,
at fine o'clock a.m.

IN a recent lecture joseph Cook threwv some fresh
light on the confliet between capital and labour in this
paragraph:.

In another generation, if you are a rich man in tbis, yoxit
children may be poor; or, if you are a poor man in this,
your children may be rich ; 50 that 1I daim here a riglît to
utter the whole truth in support or the just dcmands of bothi
wealth and lab:aur. The extension tir the suffrage andI of
Republican institutions in modemn times, the abolition of
priviieged classes, the overturn of the right of primogeniture,
the opening or careers to talent have made society mobile;
men go up and down; and when propcrty is widely dis-
tributed, and distributed in a different way irom generation

-te generatien, it is very difficuît te maintain class prejutlices
fromn period te period, makînig thten hereditary feils. If is
te be hoped that our Republic neyer will have permanent
classes, either wealthy or poor. The mobility of Ametican
seciety, and of aIl society governed under Repu blican
fashions, is the best ground of hope thar justice will be dune
both te Dives and te Lazarus.

Mobile is good. Society is almost as mobile in Can-
ada as it is across the lines. The son of the superin-
tendent of a street car company may be a driver forty
years hence. The son of a driver may then be the
superintendent. Similar changes may occur in any de-
partment of industry. Such being the case, 'we should
try te treat each other with generosity. No man
knows where or what his own boy may be forty years
hence.

THE, present is always a time of considerable
anxiety te the best friends of the Church. The ac-
counits will 5000 be closed for the ecclesiastîcal year,
and no one knows how the balances will stand.
There may be an encouraging surplus or a discourag-
ing deficit. No one cao tell until the balance is struck.
Congregational reports are also coming in, and until
they are examined it is impossible te know what pro-
gress has been made during the year. Has our mem-
bership increased ? If so, te what extent ? Howv do
the figures compare with those of last year ? These
are questions that press heavily upon the minds of ail
who have the interests of our beloved Zion at heart.
On the whole, we are of the opinion that the past year
has been one of fair prosperity. We may be mis-
taken, but we think we are not. Even supposing the
figures are net in ail cases wvhat we would lîke them
to be, there need be ne discouragetient. Moral and
spiritual results cao neyer be fully expressed in figures.

THE advocates of femnale suffrage miglit borrow a
good "point" from the working of the Presbyterian
systemr of church geverniment. One cf the arguments
against femnale suffrage is that it îvould lead te discord
in families. It is contended that husbands and iives
would quarrel about their favourite candidates, and
that the peace cf the domestic hearth would thus be
endangered. This is John Bright's strong argument,
and it was used in the Local Legislature the other
'veek by a number of members with considerable
effect. Women vote in the Preshyterian Church, andl
have done so for many years in some of its branches.
and wxe neyer heard of one solitary instance in %which
their voting led te trouble in the family. They vote
for eiders, deacons, managers and ministers, and it is
net by any means probable that husband and wife
al%%ays vote the same ticket. In fact, it is svell known
that they somnetim-es do net se vote. It might be
tirgTed tlîat people are net se deeply interested i0
ecclesiasticai matters as in matters municipal and
political, and that therefore there is iess probability of
frictionî. Those w~ho reason thus dO net knowv any-
tlîing about the matter. The typical Presbyterian
wonîan takes a much more lively interest in her church
affairs than she- will do in politics for a century to
cor-ne. Friction arises more easily in church affairs
than in affairs of any other kind. Btît the fact remains
that womren vote regularly for elders, deacons, mana-
gers, ministers and ahl other church omfcials, anO their
ecclesiastical franchise has neyer been known te cause
any family trouble. Even if it'did produce a littie
friction in a fewv isolated cases> who would think of
saying that ne Presbyterian woman should be allowed
te vote for her minister or eider?

THE confiict between capital and labour waxes
fierce. It rages in the United States and England,
and Canada is becorning familiar îvith the contest. In
the eariier struggies capital ahîvays w~on, because capi-
tal was always erganized. Labeur is new organized,
and cao better maintain its rights i0 the struggle.
The difficulty is olten the old one of drawing the line,
and saying where the riglîts of the one party end and
the riglîts of the other begin. No thinking man now
denies that skilled or unskilled labeurers have a right
te combine for the promotion cf their own interests.
The crucial point is te say just wliat and wvhat net
they have a right te do when combined. The workmen
in the famous McCormack works in Chicago liad a
serieus difficulty the other wveek. Mr. McCormack
fully admitted the right of bis men te combine and
strike if they wished te do se; but he steutly denied
that they had a right te dictate te him in regard te em-
plo-ying non-union men in hus werks. He drew the
line there and clesed bis îvorkshops. Substantially the
same problem- led te the stoppage of the street rail-
îvay systemn in Toronto iast wveek. The employes of
the company thought they had a right te jein the
Knights of Labour if they wished te do se. Most
people think they hiad. But the company think they
have a right te dismiss any man who joins the Knights
of Labour. Probahly both are theeretically rught in
their contention. By what process of reasoning can
it be shown that the men have ne right te join any
lawful combination ? On the other hand it might be
dufficult te show that the company have ne right te
dismiss themn for se deing if they think proper. The
one thing clear is that seciety cannot hang together if
everybody insists un carrying eut bis individual riglîts
te the fullest extent. We must ail yield a little or
have anarchy. What the worid needs is more of the
spirit of the Gospel.

ONE of tiJe first duties of every good citizen at the
present time is te keep cool. Several bumning ques-
tions are up on which discussions may easiiy arise net
at al healthful te the body peiitic. Home Rule for
lreland, the hanging of Riel and the confiict between
labour and capital are topics that require careful
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clusion. A hundred years hence historians will CO1'e
to different conclusions. What every good citiz'o
should now avoid is everything that tends to creo>t
race and religious antipathies. We cannot as CaO"*
dians afford to keep ilp race prejudices. Our Y"l
country is peopled with a score of nationalities. Ther
are a dozen nations represented on every street, O
haif a dozen representatives of d*fferent counitries till
ing the soul on nearly every concession. if Cana3da
is to prosp2r we must have peace-not peace at 0
price, not peace at the expense of principle - but We

knowv of no reason why we should not have pe ace flO<

so far as Riel is concernied. If those of us who are'
not Frenchmen were Frenchmen some of us ' 0tild
feel just as hotly about the hanging of Riel as ne
of the Frenchmen do. Anyway Riel is no more 'l't
us study the things that make for honourable peqce.
'Fhere can be no national prosperity if wve are tO b
engaged in everlasting wvar with our French felO'tv
citîzens. And be it remembered many who are
Frenchmen think it %vas wrong, to hang Riel.

M0AT7REAL CENT7ENAR Y 0F PRESR
TERZA NISM.

The opening sermon in connection with the ce"'
tenrnial celebration of St. Gabriel Church, Montreal
was preached by the Rev. Principal Grant, of Queefl
University. He selected as the topic of discourse:
speak concerning Christ and the Church.' It W-5
able, comnprehensive and charitable discourse. I'fb
Venerable Dr. Wilkes preached an excellent aile
appropriate 'sermon in the afternoon. The pastofi
the Rev. Robert Campbell, M.A., occupied the PUlP't
in the evening. He gave a most interesting IhiStOIl
of the congregation's formation and progress dowfl tO
the prestert time. It is matter for regret that sP3ce
limitations prevent more copious extracts than th'

follo,ýving:
Ti! story of the progress of Presbyterianism fr001th

12th of Match, 1786, the day on which the Rev. Ih
Bethune flrst btgan a retZular service according to the fOo0 5

andI practice uit the Churc&i of Scoiland, up to the presen'
time, ký in reality the story of the aivancement cf bMo1treaî
fromn a small walled towîî to the great and beautiful city. hc
it has become, gradually spreading over the whole isîa0d.'
The Vrowth of our cause bas kept pace mrith the groM th of
the comnîunity. This church had a strong hoid Of the
teligious, social and public lire of Montreal, at least durifog
the fiiîst fifty years of its existence. Its founders and earl 1

supporters gave it a status oif great influence. A centtury
ago, as now, the Scotch merchants constituted a very iinPor
tant section of the pî,pulation of the city. They ranike
with the foremos- in enterprise and wealth. They .erh
indeed, the leaders of society. Many (,f themn were 111g9
land gentlemen of bigh degree. It is not easy to realize t ;
but it is nevertheless a fact that somte of those who wf
present at the organization oif that first congregation~ ii
roomn on Notre Dame Street, on the 12th of Match, 1 6
had as youths I een actually engaged in the hght ai Cou0;,
den, in 1746 ; and not a lew of them were the childrefl f
descendants of those brave men who stogd by the side o
Prince Charlie on that fatal field. After Canada 'eg
ack-nowltdged as à British possession, the brave sl'r
who had achieved its conquest. many of them Highlatideol
men of the Black Watch and 78th, a Frazer regimenti er
offered a home in it, as many of them as chose to rena"'
4A I irge proportion of themn elected 10 stay in this counry'î
an(ý had lands assigned t" îhem, while not a fewtof the 0fi
cers became residents in Montreal, and took service w th the
lately organized North-West Fur Trading Company. Tbhe
were the nmen ibati athered arnund Mr. Bethune, whO vs
.a Highiander like themselves, so that the commrrt nceient O
Presî>ytrrianism in this city is linked with the rofau
period of Scottish histury.. ........
On trie 2nd of April, 1792, the lot was purchased for £i00o
and in six months the church was completed at a cor,t0f
about /x.ooo. It was opeined for woiship on October 1
1792 The property was vested in ten trustees, five
wîîom I have already named. The other five e
William Stewart, Alexander Hannah, Alexander Fisher#
Thomas Oakes and J ,hn Empey. 1 may rriake antbCf
Temark just at this point. There was fiom the first SU1h

commingling of elements national and ecclesiastical, in0f
proprietorship of this church that promis- was givei"
great catholicity or sentment. In addition to the qce'
zies, Frazerq, Hlenry Grànt, Moncur, Fîrilay, McGýiilivîSY'
Schaw, Auîdjo, Mî Kiiilay, tlhe Logans, Ogilvy and Lil'

ami any ttie Scosmen Beriah iIhJoh


