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TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 1886.

THE attention of all interested is directed to the
announcement in our advertising columns that the
meeting of the Home Mission Committee, Western
Section, will be held in this city, in St. Andrew’s
Church lecture room, beginning Tuesday, March 30,
at nine o’clock a.m.

IN a recent lecture Joseph Cook threw some fresh
light on the conflict between capital and labour in this
paragraph :

In another generation, if you are a rich man in this, your
children may be poor; or, if you are a poor man in this,
your children may be rich; so that I claim here a right to
utter the whole truth in support of the just demands of both
wealth and Jabour. The extension of the suffrage and of
Republican institutions in modern times, the abolition of
privileged classes, the overturn of the right of primogeniture,
the opening of careers to talent have made society mobile;
men go up and down; and when property is widely dis-
tributed, and distributed in a different way from generation

. to generation, it is very difficult to maintain class prejudices
from period to period, making them hereditary feuds. It is
to be hoped that our Republic never will have permancent
classes, either wealthy or poor. The mobility of American
society, and of all society governed under Republican
fashions, is the best ground of hope that justice will be done
both to Dives and to Lazarus.

Mobile is good. Society is almost as mobile in Can-
ada as it is across the lines. The son of the superin-
tendent of a street car company may be a driver forty
years hence. The son of a driver may then be the
superintendent. Similar changes may occur in any de-
partment of industry. Such being the case, we should
try to treat each other with generosity. No man
knows where or what his own boy may be forty years
hence.

THE present is always a time of considerable
anxiety to the best friends of the Church. The ac-
counts will soon be closed for the ecclesiastical year,
and no one knows how the balances will stand.
There may be an encouraging surplus or a discourag-

. Ing deficit. No one can tell until the balance is struck.
Congregational reports are also coming in, and until
they are examined it is impossible to know what pro-
gress has been made during the year. Has our mem-
bership increased ? If so, to what extent? How do
the figures compare with those of last year? These
are questions that press heavily upon the minds of all
who have the interests of our beloved Zion at heart.
On the whole, we are of the opinion that the past year
has been one of fair prosperity. We may be mis-
taken, but we think we are not. Even supposing the
figures are not in all cases what we would like them
to be, there need be no discouragement. Moral and
spiritual results can never be fully expressed in figures.
There is no power in arithmetic to describe the work
of the Spirit. Figures are at best but an approximation
to the truth. Still we would like to see the figures foot
up well.  If any of the Schemes are behind there will
be a splendid opportunity for some rich friends to
wipe out the deficit before the Assembly meeting.
There is often a fine opportunity of that kind between
the first of April and the beginning of June. The
hour generally comes about that time, and the man
sometimes comes too. If the hour should come this
spring we hope to see the man put in an appearance,

THE advocates of female suffrage might borrow a
good “point” from the working of the Presbyterian
system of church government. One of the arguments
against female suffrage is that it would lead to discord
in families. It is contended that husbands and wives
would quarrel about their favourite candidates, and
that the peace of the domestic hearth would thus be
endangered. This is John Bright’s strong argument,
and it was used in the Local Legislature the other
week by a number of members with considerable
effect. Women vote in the Presbyterian Church, and
have done so for many years in some of its branches.
and we never heard of one solitary instance in which
their voting led to trouble in the family. They vote
for elders, deacons, managers and ministers, and it is
not by any means probable that husband and wife
always vote the same ticket. In fact, it is well known
that they sometimes do not so vote. It might be
urged that people are not so deeply interested in
ecclesiastical matters as in matters municipal and
political, and that therefore there is less probability of
friction. Those who reason thus do not know any-
thing about the matter. The typical Presbyterian
woman takes a much more lively interest in her church
affairs than she will do in politics for a century to
come. Friction arises more easily in church affairs
than in affairs of any other kind. But the fact remains
that women vote regularly for elders, deacons, mana-
gers, ministers and all other church officials, and their
ecclesiastical franchise has never been known to cause
any family trouble. Even if it did produce a little
friction in a few isolated cases, who would think of
saying that no Presbyterian woman should be allowed
to vote for her minister or elder?

THE conflict between capital and labour waxes
fierce. It rages in the United States and England,
and Canada is becoming familiar with the contest. In
the earlier struggles capital always won, because capi-
tal was always organized. Labour is now organized,
and can better maintain its rights in the struggle.
The difficulty is often the old one of drawing the line,
and saying where the rights of the one party end and
the rights of the other begin. No thinking man now
denies that skilled or unskilled labourers have a right
to combine for the promotion of their own interests.
The crucial point is to say just what and what not
they have a right to do when combined. The workmen
in the famous McCormack works in Chicago had a
serious difficulty the other week. Mr., McCormack
fully admitted the right of his men to combine and
strike if they wished to do so; but he stoutly denied
that they had a right to dictate to him in regard to em-
ploying non-union men in his works. He drew the
line there and closed his workshops. Substantially the
same problem led to the stoppage of the street rail-
way system in Toronto last week. The employes of
the company thought they had a right to join the
Knights of Labour if they wished to do so. Most
people think they had. But the company think they
have a right to dismiss any man who joins the Knights
of Labour. Probably both are theoretically right in
their contention. By what process of reasoning can
it be shown that the men have no right to join any
lawful combination? On the other hand it might be
difficult to show that the company have no right to
dismiss them for so doing if they think proper. The
one thing clear is that society cannot hang together if
everybody insists on carrying out his individual rights
to the fullest extent. We must all yield a little or
have anarchy. What the world needs is more of the
spirit of the Gospel.

ONE of the first duties of every good citizen at the
present time is to keep cool. Several burning ques-
tions are up on which discussions may easily arise not
at all healthful to the body politic. Home Rule for
Ireland, the hanging of Riel and the conflict between
labour and capital are topics that require careful
handling in a country like ours. In regard to the first
question, we cannot see why anyone has a right to as-
sume that Mr. Gladstone intends to dismember the
Empire and crush the Protestants of Ulster. As re-
gards Riel, we counsel moderation of feeling and
language. We were among those who thought that
on the whole the Government did right in not com-
muting Riel's sentence. We did not come to that
conclusion without being quite aware that a good deal
could be said on both sides. Many friends whose

opinion we highly value came to a very different con- '

clusion. A hundred years hence historians will f:?me
to different conclusions. What every good citi#®
should now avoid is everything that tends to Cfea‘_
race and religious antipathies. We cannot as Can?
dians afford to keep up race prejudices. Our Yo“ng
country is peopled with a score of nationalities. Ther
are a dozen nations represented on every street, 0
half a dozen representatives of d fferent countries till
ing the soil on nearly every concession. If Ca“"da
is to prosper we must have peace—not peace at any
price, not peace at the expense of principle ; but P
know of no reason why we should not have peace 1° ‘
so far as Riel is concerned. If those of us who 1
not Frenchmen were Frenchmen some of us woul
feel just as hotly about the hanging of Riel as Som:
of the Frenchmen do. Anyway Riel is no more

us study the things that make for honourable peact:
Fhere can be no national prosperity if we are t0 °"
engaged in everlasting war with our French fello¥
citizens. And be it remembered many who are
Frenchmen think it was wrong to hang Riel.

MONTREAL CENTENARY OF PRESBY
TERIANISM.

The opening sermon in connection with the cew
tennial celebration of St. Gabriel Church, Montré2}
was preached by the Rev. Principal Grant, of Queeﬁs
University. He selected as the topic of discoursé :
speak concerning Christ and the Church.” It was?
able, comprehensive and charitable discourse.
Venerable Dr. Wilkes preached an excellent 3°
appropriate ‘sermon in the afternoon. The pasw{;
the Rev. Robert Campbell, M.A., occupied the pul!
in the evening. He gave a most interesting hist?
of the congregation’s formation and progress dow? 10
the present time. It is matter for regret that spac®
limitations prevent more copious extracts than t.
following :—

Th: story of the progress of Presbyterianism fro
12th of March, 1786, the day on which the Rev.

the
m}oh"

- s
Bethune first began a regular service according to the for®

and practice of the Church of Scotland, up to the p,eseﬂ
time, is in reality the story of the a:tvancement of Montf®

from a small walled town to the great and beautiful city ¥ k

it has become, gradually spreading over the whole 191*‘"0'
The growth of our cause has kept pace with the growt be
the community. This church had a strong hold of }g
religious, social and public life of Montreal, at least durif
the first fifty years of its existence. Its founders and €8

supporters gave it a status of great influence. A qe"‘“r_
ago, as now, the Scotch merchants constituted a very le;d
tant section of the population of the city. They raf”,
with the foremos in enterprise and wealth, They “'th:
indeed, the leaders of society. Many of them were Hig%
land gentlemen of high degree. It is not easy to realize *?
but it is nevertheless a fact that sume of those who W€

present a! the organization of that first congregation, 1%
room on Notre Dame Street, on the 12th ot March, 1o-
had as youths been actually engaged in the hght at Cul of
den, in 1746; and not a few of them were the childre®
descendants of those brave men who stopd by the side a
Prince Charlie on that fatal field. After Canada ?vrs
acknowledged as a British possession, the brave SO’d‘eﬁ'
who had achieved its conquest, many of them Highland€ M
men of the Black Watch and 78th, a Frazer regiment, W€

offered 2 home in it, as many of them as chose to rema’’”’
A lirge proportion of them elected to stay in this cou“"y:
anc had lands assigned to them, while not a fewsof the °h¢
cers became residents in Montreal, and took service w th'! s
lately organized North-West Fur Trading Company. 25
were the men that tathered arnund Mr. Bethune, who 'o
a Highlarder like themselves, so that the comme ncement ic
Presbyterianism in this city is linked with the roma“‘_
period of Scottish history. . . . . . . o0
On the 2nd of April, 1792, the lot was purchased for £1%%
and in six months the church was completed at a cost 7
about £1.000. It was opened for worship on Octobef 7
1792 The property was vested in ten trustees, five ‘e
whom I have already named. The other five ¥
William Srewart, Alexander Hannah, Alexander Flshb‘c;
Thomas Oakes and Tobn Empey. 1 may make andt

remark just at this point. There was fiom the first su€ he
commingling of elements national and ecclesiastical, 18 lof
proprietorship of this church that promis- was give? |
great catholicity of sentiment. In addition to the M?Kc

zies, Frazers, Henry Grdnt, Moncur, Finlay, McGilllV{"’
Schaw, Auldjo, McKinlay, the Logans, Ogilvy and Llry'
and many other Scotsmen, Beraiah Gibh, John Greg®d!
John Molson, Thomas Oakes, T omas Busby, J. A- Gra

James Woulrich and Dr. Blake were Englishmen ; Tho'."lc
Sullivan, Andrew Tudd, John McCord and John N“Eh]
were Irishmen ; M sss. J. Mittleberger and J. J. De b
were Germans; while Jasper Tough, Jahbez De Witt, Zap'
diel Thayer and Ahigail Curtis his wife, J. W. North®®"
with Hephzibah Thurston his wite, and Asenath, his sOm
with nunmerous others of a later date, as clearly were f""i,
New England. The well known disvlay of religious h"sﬂo
tality on the part of the Recollet Fathers took p]at:ea‘t
dwing Mr. Young’s régime. Their church was pla_“‘:]‘d
the disposal of the Scotch Presbyterians in 1791, as it .
been in 1789 at the service of the English Episcopaha':b,
and on the 18th of September, 1791, the sacrament of ¢

¢ Lord’s Supper was administered in it, according !0

forms of the Church of Scotland. The ** Society of P"esbig
terians,” as they wete then called, continued to occupy .



