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P~rdat first to be Inountains gradually disappeared,
and the way was ultimately made plain before her.
oune of the chief difficulties was the want of money to
41'alce a commencement, but money came in an unex-
Pected manner. Shortly after this, two gentlemen
CMe to Paris to dispbse of some money remaining
Ovr from funds provided by the Society of Friends
'Or the vjctims of the war. The outbreak of the Com-
t4IIIle had put everything into confusion; and as the
t4ciley had been given solely for the relief of Paris,
thY carne to consuit Mrs. Alsop as to its disposal.

MisDe Broen's resolution was mentioned to them,
thejImone>, was handed to her, and the work began.

THE WORK BEGUN.
I1)Aily this lady, though far from strong, visited
flvile..a district which had acquired so bad a

4%Otriet>, that even strong men feared to enter it-and
taIIing the confidence of the people by that power of
'%"Pathy of which only women are capable, she in-
'ted Sonepoor women to come to a room she had

kietand they would receive fivepence each for
t4 ee hOurs of needlework. Wondering what all this

'Kedian, only three made their appearance at the
4Infttig. Eight attended the next time, and

*"dualîy the number increased until the rooma be-
netOo smail to hold them, and in this way the

'IiSsiOla which was at first s0 tin>, a plant, continued
tOw and put forth branches. The women who
*"eto the sewing class having told at home what

%Nl'Pathy had been shown, what kind words had been
% upSoule of their male friends thought they would

4 O be listeners also. Finding that this feeling was

fe M iss De Broen arranged an evening meeting
Pa ~,ar4d invited a Christian gentleman from

POrin conduct it. The room being siýuated in aPrriint position, so rnany ultimately came that
SoA a ostand. At first the poor women who at-

tId tesewing class were rather rough and sullen,
thtouwasonîy what was to beexpected from the scenes

ghwhich the>, had passed duririg the long siege,
wn starvation, and the death of huisbands, sons

ýthr, and later on, the stili sadder days of the
%'llne and its frightful consequences. " The

4 wand suffering I witnessed during the first year
br7WOrk at Belleville)» says Miss De Broen, " are

40 Od description. Sometimes I found even aged

%*P Ying on the floor, the bedstead and other fur-
It1 e havin been taken and broken up for firewood

th,.the siege." Gradually, bowever, this state of1 began to improve, and in time a marvellous
a ebecarne apparent in the neighbourbood. I

V,'lever forget the first visit I made'to this sewiag
ycatter it had been in operation some two or threc

ý,u bere were about one hundred women present,
~ nage perhaps from fort>, to eighty years, but

trty fce) tian>, of tbemn very haggard, was exbibiting
SOue Of satisfaction, and every word which was

uto thema was listened to with the greatest

esand even delight. It happened to be M.
MIone0o Monod wbo addressed themno ta occa-

4f4sadbis 'words, which came from the heart, cvi-
t0à t'y reached the hearts of bis audience. It was clear

%yki acquainted with all the circumstances of the
%plat the efforts of Miss De Broen at this time,

ulItdb> those of' Mr. and Mrs. McAlI, were
a tieihComnplete moral reformation in this bitherto

'0nls quarter of the city.
44 Orlc was much helped at this time by the
lb Irs Of an evangelist whom Miss De Broca

to taltce the addresses. He was a colporteur
of ýd 5Pent the carl>, part of his life in Brusels,

V#h1ich City he was a native and a devout Roman
fre I<C* lie bad been converted man>, years be-
j,% tis P, ad was able to deal with the people

Qterdifficulties, and when necessary to
4% u Controvers>, with tbem. He thoroughly

ta.'-% ach tak h, part i i n th ok fr wic

'e a public tborougbfare close b>, Park Cbau-*

It was opnd in june, 1876, and soon be-

j lt400O Persoas, and is divided into girls' school,
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infant school and meeting rooni, b>, partitions which
can be easily folded back wben the wbole space is
needed. The sewing classes are now beld in this
room, and man>, more poor womea are admitted, who
are almost entirel>, supported by this means. While
the sewing proceeds, some of the ladies not occupied
in overlooking the work read to them, or one of the
evangelists--of wbom there are now two-addresses
them. Some time is occupied in singing bymns, and
the meeting is closed with prayer. In winter coffee
and bread are sometimes distributed, whicb gives
great satisfaction to the poor women, and a little
amusement to onlookers who witness the almost
childish simplicity of the poor old creatures.

SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 6

At an carly period of the mission, the ladies, noticing
a number of childrea running wild in a vacant common,
gathered them together and. began an out-door
school, consisting of two classes-the girls in one and
the boys in the other. On the approacli of cold
weatber this little school was traasfcrred to the room
wbere the' sewing class was held, and ultimnatel>, to
the iron room. Now there is a wel-organized Sunda>,
scbool of about i 5o children, and a ver>, pleasant
siglit it is to sec these bright little ones repeating
texts of Scripture, and joining in the singing of trans.
lations of Sankey's bymns. In 1876 a day school for
girls was opened, and the number now on the books
is about ioo, and the order observcd is as good as in
other parts of Paris. This, like ahi the other work, is,
of course, ciitirely free.

MEDICAL MISSION.

One of the most distinctive features of this mission
is the Free Dispensar>,, which was opened at an carl>,
stage in its bistor>,, and wbicb for several years was
the oni>, one in Paris. For two years the Edinburgh
friends guaranteed the salar>, of the medical mission-
ary, and one of the iateresting sights to be seen in the
iron room is the congregation of mcn, women and
cbldren, who meet here four times a week from al
parts of the district to consult the doctor, reccive
medicine, and join in the religious exorcises whicb
precede the consultations in an adjoining room. Dr.
McCrea, the present physician, is from Aberdeenshire,
and is much liked both for bis skill as a bealer of the
body, and for his tact in directing his patients to the
good Physician who is able to heal both body and
soul. This is the double miaistry of which a Frenchi
writer bas given a truc picture in the follo wing lines

Partout portant un peu de baume à la souffrance,
Aux corps quelque remède, aux âmes l'espérance,
Un secret au malade, au partant un adieu,
Un sourire à chacun, à tous u~n mot de Dieu.

TRAINING HOME.

A home for training orphan girls for service bas
been in operation for some years. The house-3
Rue Clavel, Bellevile-is a large one, and is now the
property of the mission. Here dwell Miss De Broca,
her lady helpers and the childrea of the home. A
wing of the building coatains rooms for sewing as well
as places for washing, ironing and cooking. The girls
do housc work, and are fitted to take situations as
nursery, maids. Ia this house is held a monthi>,
prayer meeting, which is atteaded b>, those who havc
been convertcd through the means of the mission, and
who on this occasion speak out their religious expe-
rience more freely than in the ordinar>, meetings in the
iron room.

There is now in operafion, the refore, the sewiag
class and dispensar>,, day and niglit scbools, as wel
as Sunda>, schools, childrea's meetings, visitation of the
poor and sick, distribution and sale of the Scriptures,
and the orpbanage, all carried on by Miss De Broen
and ber evangelists, assistcd b>, ladies who voluntaril>,
give their services for a tume. Tbe expenses are
largel>, borne b>, friends in Britain, tbough some mone>,
cornes fromn Hoiland and Switzerland as wcll as f rom
France. Visitors from mari> couatries nia>, be met
hrere during the summer. The>, are always welcomed
by- Miss--De- BrocA n1lerasisant; -ndifan

f4

appreciation of the good wbich Miss De Broca was
doing amongst the Commuaists of Paris, b>, preseat-
ing ber witb a silver medal, accompanied b>, an address
in whicb occursentences like the following: <'In 1871,
whea France had just passed tbrougb the painful cx-
periences of the war and the commune, Miss De
Broen establisbcd bcrself in the 2otb arrondissement
of our cit>, to found a philaathropic work, whicbh ittle
b>, little enlarged itself to sucli a degrce that to-day it
is rcgarded as a wll-recogaized institution, excrting
its influence over mari> classes of society witbia the
walls of Paris." After referring to tbc various depart-
ments of the work, and the need that existed for it ia
this special district, the>, add: "She bas succeeded;
and in testimony of our admiration for ber, let us
present ber witb our grand medal of bonour."

THE LESSON TAUGHT.

I feel that in the bald recital of a few of the pro-
minent features of this mission, I bave been unable
to impart to it that interest which it creates ia all who
visit, the localit>, and become acquainted witb the
workcrs, the people amongst whom tbey labour, and
the rcsults. One tbing, at ail events, the women of
Canada ma>, learri fromn the stor>,, viz., "bhow great is
the power of the femnale sex over the migbticst and
fiercest of the buman race,>' to adopt the language of
Lord Shaftesbury, wbo, ia telling the same stor>,, brings
this lesson into prominence, adding : "' A soft answer
turnctb away wrath.' And so, witb these outcasts, mani-
fest affection and a gentlc manner abate, na>,, coaciliate
opposition. A woman-aye, a young woman, caraest,
dccided, perscvering, ricb in piet>, and common sense,
with the love of Christ in ber heart, and with a bura-
ing desire to impart it to others, becomes ail but
irresistible. 1 speak from my own experience, and
from that of others more widely extcaded tban my
own, that to penetrate the depths of ignorance and
miser>,, to break down the barriers, and prepare the
way for better things, tbcy surpass ahl the ordaiacd
and unordaincd preachers put together, wbethcr in
town or country ; and surel>, this assertion bas scldom
received a better proof than in the histor>, of Miss De
Broen's aggrcssive mavements on rage, ignorance,
suffering and despair amongst the communisas of
Paris.'>

Paris, sth Max', Iz8. T. H.

AGED AND) JNFIRM MINISTERS' FUND.

MR. EDITOR-I arn glad to find that, after ample
explanation, the différence betwean Rev. Mr. Middle-
miss and myscîf is not so great as at first appeared.
He explains that bis object in seeking to excludè from
present consideration an>, other schemc than the one
set forth ia the remit, is not so0 mucb to set aside al
discùssion on the subject as to basten the accomplish-
ment of a change mucli aeeded, namel>,, the mitigation
of the severe penalty attached to noa-payment of rate.

No one wiIl regret more than I an>, improper re-
presentation of bis position, as misrepresentatioa is not
my object, but the fair discussion of a sciieme as
simple as the remit, and one wbich at the same time
brings about reformation not only in 'those direc-
tions aimed at ia the remit, but in others equailly
desirable.

Surcly, enougli of valuable time and space bas been
occupied alrcady in the explanation of trifliag differ-
caces ; the discussion of the overture and remit is the
important matter.

The schcme set forth in the Presb>,tery's overture
is said to be fieasible, but its «rounds, itsojrinci~ls
its.details, and its reforms are aIl questioncd. This is
certainl>, a ver>, complete statemeat of the wortbless-
ness of thc overture ualess these points can be vin-
dicated.

Its grounds, as stated in the preamble, aire dissatis-
faction in certain quarters with the present working
of the scheme, and difficulty in admiaistcriag thc fund
on its present principles. The remit is proof ini itself
of dissatisfaction witb the plan at present in opera-


