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adlvise tlicir penitents regardinth leir- future conduet in the
iiutcst (letails, it is necessary that they should. bc equipped,

sp'-cially for tliis duty. The discussion of ethical questions
itccordiingly occupies a place iîinienscly larger in thecir
ýseinîinaries, for the educationi of the clergy than in siinilar
Protestant institutions. In lookingr over any catalogue of
tlieir religious p)ublications one is struck by the nunîber of
works 0on moral thcology and the gyreat value that is attached.
to tuie subieet. The discussions in thiein cover thie ininutest
details andà touch the iinost delicate matters iii life. Argu-
in-enits and opinions, pro and cou, are arrayed ini the inost
exhaustive niethod and conclusions are profuscly illustrated
by cases of flîe nature of thiose that faîl to be deait w'ith in
the actual practice of the confesional.

One wvould naturally expect soîne worthy resuit from such
abundant labours. We have but to open thiese nuinerous
wvorks, oe'rto be cured of atiy such 1îopes. lit the evolu-
tion of liec biologrists allow,% a large place to the process of de-

Dgencra.tion as w%,ll as for upward advance. Lt is qui te evident
tlîat the ethical developinent of Christianity lias xnot esc'iped
the. operation of the same law. From the Moral rllleolo<y of
-Thomas Aquinas down to the latest work issued on the sub-
ject these treatises are uttcrly dreary, formaI, useless, and vain
for any grood purpose in the education of the conscience for
genuine Cliristieui set-vice. r1h1ey are as far remnoveci fromn the
large broad free spirit of the New Testament teaching as is
p)ossible to concive anything wvhichl professes to be based
uipon it. he systemn is detailcd even to pettiness, and while
.soîe of the ruilingr prînciples invokzed are sound enoughi, others
are 50 distorted by the dominant ccclesiýasticism as to set the
whiole structure awry. The interests of the churchi are uni-
forînly set above the interests of pure morality, and the
(hsciplitlary laws of tiie churchi as liaving a highler validity
thian the inost obvions dictates of conscience.

Amotig the CaLsuists wvho have liabouired Mnost assiduously
to bring this sys temn to perfection, the Jesuits of the se-een-
teeiff C!ent'ury attamned a soinewhat notorious pre-eîninenice
and ail too phiinly revealcd the meal trend of it. By the
dexterous usec of recognized principles thcy showed hiow the


