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We greet our readers from Boies-
town, where the MESSENGER is now
established. As the present number
has been prepared in the midst of
packing and unpacking, we are sure
our friends will not complain of the
reduced size of the paper and the
tardiness of its appearance. The re-
duction, however, is not so much in
the amount of reading matter as in
the advertising space. Wehave been
obliged to omit the exchange notices
and several advertisements last re-
ceived. These will appear in next
issue.

The outdoor life of the summer
vacation is not favourable to philat-
ely. The interest in it wanes in the
summer months, but waxes as warm
as ever when the lengthening even-

ings woo to inwoors pursuiis.  Thz
collecting instinct is a part of the
constitution of man and will never
die. Of the many objects on which
it exercises itself, few are more in-
structive and commendable than the
collecting of postage stamps.

The next two issucs of this paper
will be eight-paged ones ouly, and all
the available advertising space in
those numbers is alveady engaged.
The September number will be a sea-
son opener, and will contain about
20 pages. We can find room for a
few more advertisements in the issue
for September, although 8 pages are
already engaged. Application for
space must be made soon.

Our next number will contain an
article from Mr. R. S. Baker, whom
we hope to secure as a regular con-
tributor. 'We have made arrange-
ments with Mr. J. F. Farrell to fur-
nish us with full reports of the New
York Conventions in August and
September. We have reduced our
subscription, but we intend to pub-
lish a better paper than ever. We
expect to add at least 750 names to
our subscription list before another
summer.
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