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without poiznant grief, arising from consciousness
of ity cnormity and punitive deservings.  This
canvet have place 1 our liearts without leading
us to obliterate ¢if it be possible,) all remaining
traces of our sins, patticularly in those cases in
which personal loss or sutfeting may have flowed
from them.  When conviction of sin is most pun-
gent, it produces purposes in strict accotdance
with tlus 1epresentation. Weie ¢ to do” in that
moment as casv, as ¢ to will* 1s correct, satisfac-
tion to the (ull would be pramptly made by the
mourning seeker of salvation.  If this comse be
not g’ sequently pursued, it discovers either that
the matal sense is violated, or thot it has become
fatally obtuse.  .As long as 1ts monitions are dis-
segarded, we must be strangess to these holy joys
which are the gifts of Goa to those whose eye is
single and whose heart is ypure. It may be re-
plied, ¢ Restitution, then, naust rrcccdu conver-
sion,”  Not the act, but catuinly the purpose.
God accepts the purpose until occasion for its ex-
ectition arrive 5 then, our brnging forth this great
fruit so eminently meet for tepentance, evinres
i13 1eality—we are continmed in the enjoyment of
our zractous privileges, and thus, by works is faith
miede perfect. James i, 22

Thirdly,—~From the intunations of the will of
God concerning restitution. It must swpnse all
who have not speciatly attended to this subject, to
find 1n sacred writ so frequent and explicit refer-
ence to.{.  To transcube consecutively all those
postions of the Word ot God is unnccessary. The
suthority of a scraptural duty depends not on 1its
being otten, but clearly enunciated.  One section
of Jewish Iaw 1s very full totius point : Ex. xxii.
1-t—+¢ It a man steal an ox, or 2 sheep, and kill
it or ~ell 1t 5 he shall restore five oxen for an ox,
and four sheep for a sheep. If a thief be found
breaking up, and be smtien that he die, there
shall notood be shed for hin.  If the sun be ri-
sen upon him, there shall be blood shed for hun;
fur hic should make full restitution ; 1f he have no-
thing, then he shall be sold for his theft.  1f the
thett be certainly found in his hand alive, whe-
ther it be ox, or ass, or sheep, he shall restore
double. If 2 man shall cause a field or vineyard
10 be eaten, gnd shall put an his beast, and shall
fead in another man's tield 5 of the best of his own
field, and of the best of his own vaneyard, shall he
make restitution.  If tire break out, and catch in
thoras, so that the stacks of corn, or the standing
cotni, ot the ficld, he consumend therewsth 3 hie that
kindled the fie shall sutely make restitution.”?
Other applications of the punciple embodied n
these statutes, may be found in the conteat.  In
some cascs of injury, four fold was to bie restored
— doubtless for the double purpose of « making
satisfaction for the man®s loss, and mamtaimng
the ens of civil governments by repainng the
hart the crime had done, and for preventing the
evil st might otheraise do.*? Thelaw was s0 -
flexible on these matters, that if any were unable
1o satisfy for his wrongs by other means, he was
19 be sold for Jus thegt, hut his servitude could not
t:e compelled for a Jonzer term than six years.
The prophet Ezekiel has a fine desenption of the
cffects of repentance.  In it restitution is made a
petemptory condition of divine forgivencss. ‘The
words authorise the ancient aphorism, ¢ No re-
mission without restitution.’®  Again, « When 1
say to the wicked, Thou shalt surely dic; if he
tum from his sin. and do that which is lawful and
right; if the wicked restore the pledge, give again
that he had robbed, walk in the statutes of life,
without camnmitting iniquty ; he shall surcly live,
be shall not die. None of his sins that he hath
committed shall be mentioned unito him ; he hath
done that which is lawful and sight; he shall
surely live.,” Ezek. axxiii. 14-16. No other
shall now be added to this class of scripturcs, but
the well known declatation of Zacchcus, which
requires only thesc prefatory remarks:—1. It is
generally understood, that until the day this avow-
2l was made, Zaccheus ¢ was a sinner,”? or, as
we would say, ¢“unconvetted.”® 2. The quadru-
ple return for his wrong was in conformity with
the Roman law of the supposed case, when proved.
3. “Though he speaks only of restitution in case
of exaction, the same reason exists why restitu-
tion should be made for all otherkinds of injury.”
4. His exemplary voluntariness in the act; and,
5. The unqualificd approval of Christ, manifested
by his communicating immediate salvation. ¢ And
7-§cchcus stood, and said uoto the Lord : Behold,
1.o1d, the half of iy goods I give unto the poor;
#nd if 1 have taken any thing from any man by

false accusation, I restore him foutfold. And Jc-'
sus said unto him, This day is salvation come to
this house ; forasmuch as he also is ason of Abra-
ham.”? Jauke xix. 8, 9.

No weighty objections can be brought against
a duty thus established.  lndeed, none would be
offered eacept by these whose former actions may
have made restitution necessary.  What is urged
refers rather to the inconvenience of making satis-
faction, than to the authority for it. Sume pretend
shame for delaying this duty.  Butitas the shame
of an iwnoble mind.  We cannot hide that we are
sinners, and it may be, we need not clam the
particular sin i question— for of it were private,
so may be the satistaction.  We may be a3 pru-
dent as we pledse, in making reparation, so that
it be cflectnally dones  The doing it will not be
dishonourable, but the contrary.  Instead of be-|
ing matter of shame, it will be just occasion of
commendation,

Others may consider that to restore the rizht,
would so greatly dimimsh their possessions, that!
they therefore decline 1ite It is well to be care-;
ful of propeity, but much better to be caretul of
our sonls.  One of the most detestable charactms
of antiguity was he who “loved the wages of
untighteousness??  ‘The same kind of odiom at-
tachcs to those who wmighteously retain what
was iniquitously acquired.  Instances of this sort
have been so unhappily frequent, as to have cal-
led for distinet notice in the word of God.  What
can vangquish our covetousness, or correct our sel-|
fistness, if these passages do not? ¢ A little that!
a nighteous man hath is better than the riches of
many wicked.”? Ps. xxxvii. 160 ¢ As the par-
tridge sitteth on eges, and hatcheth them not ;s sol
be that getteth tiches, and not by right, shall!
tleave them in the madst of his days,and at lus end!
shall be a fool”” Jer. xviis 11,

As nothing of impottance can be produced
fawast the mahing of satisfaction, so, much may
be sard of stsbeneficial effects.  Resttutson, when
necessary and practicable, 1s of direct and mighty
mfluence on our peace of mind, The tranquith-
ty that is alone valuable, because it alone 1s real
arises from a just persuasion of our sincerc obe-
dicnce to those divine fequirements with winch
we have become acquamted. Nealectof the du-
ity before us must for ever preclhde us from parta-
cipating in this peace. We shall have *a thorn
i our heart ;2 < and if our heart condetnn us, God
1s greater than our heart, and knoweth all things,”?
Whatever prevents our Christian comfort will pro-
wrtionably dimimsh our moral power—for ¢ thie
joy of the Lord is* our ¢ strength.? He who
jdoes not rejoice in the Lord, and has not ¢ the
st of power,’’ can have no gronnd to hope that
he will be instrumental in teaching transgressors
the way of the Lord, and in converting sinners to
tum.  LThus the great ends of our extstence, to be
fiappy and to be usefnl, will be defeated.  Whete-
as the 1ightcous shall hold on his way, and ke that
hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger.
Job xvit. 9.

One principal use of these teflections is, to de-
ter men from sin, especially of that kind which
involves loss to our neighbour. Then will they
not be laid under the painful obligation to restitu-
tion. It1s fay casier to avoid crimes than to sa-
tisfy for them. Fraud is too commonly practised,
and some appear to glory in it.  Neither directly
nor indirectly shou!ﬁ we be partics to imquity.
Injustice and falsehood may sometimes be follow-
cd by temporal profit and transient pleasure, but
« he who swims 1n sin, shall sink in sorrow.”?

Fnally, brethren, ¢ whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsocver thines are of good
report 5 1f there be any vartue, and of there be any
praise, think on these thm%. Those things do:
and the God of peace shall be with you>—Plul.
ive 8, 9.

E.B.

THE SOUL A LIVING TEMPLE.

Tux incomparable beauty and mournful {ruth
of the following passage from ¢ kowc’s Living
Temple,” must be admitled by every serious
mind :—

¢ That God hath withdrawn himsclf, and left
this his temple desolate, we have many sad and

tant) this doleful inscription—¢ Here God once
diwell’  Tnough appears of the adinirable frame
and structate of the sonl of man, to shew th: Di-
vine presence did sometime reside in it; more
than enough of vicious deformity to proclaim, he
is now retired and gone. The Jamps are extinct;
the altar overturned 3 the light and love are now
vanished ; the golden caudlestick is displaced,
and thrown away as a useless thing, to make room
for the throne of the piince of darkness; the sa-
cred incense, which sent rolling up in clouds its
tich perfumes, is exchanged for a poisonous hel-
lish vapour. The comely order of this lhouse is
turned into confusion—¢ the beauties- of holiness’
wlo noisome impuritic3—tha ¢ house of prayer
into a den of thieves? ¢ Behold the desolation??
all things rade and waste. It God be herey, why
isit thus? The faded glory—the darknesy—the
disorder—the impurity—the decayed state, in all
respe. v, of this temple—too plainly shew the
Gurar INUABITANT is gone.”?

SCRIPTURL ILLUSTRATIONS,

ARTIFIIAL MONRMAG IN THE EAST.
Matt. ix. 23,

& Aud saw the minstrels, and the people moking o
noise.”?

Bivovwei, 2 Chaplain to the English factory
at Aleppa, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, was
surprised at ohservang that the women in the Ho-
Iy Land used instruments of music 1 their laraui-
tations, and that before the melancholy event
happe.. 1 to which their wailing referred.  Ha
saysy * While I was at Saphetta, many Turks
departed from thence towards Mecca, in Arabia.
The sune morning they went, we saw muny wo-
men playing with timbrels as they went along the
streets, who made a shrieking as if they cried.
‘This was mourning the depatture of their hus-
bands, who were gone on pilgrimage to Mecca,
and whom they fearcd that they should never see
again.??

Irwin, speaking of a merchant that was mur-
dered in the desait between Ghinnah and Cosaire,
tells us, <€ The tragedy which was lately acted
near Cosaire, gave birth to a mournful procession
of females, which passed through the different
streets of Ghinnah this moming, and uttered ais-
mal cties for the death of Mahommed. In the
centie was a female of his family, who carried a
naked sword in her hand, to intimate the weapon
by which the deceased fell. At sundry places
the procession stopped, and danced around the
sword, to the nusic of timbrels and tabors. It
would be dangerous to face the frantic company ;
whose constant clamour and extravagant gestures
give them all the appearance of the female Bac-
chanals of Thrace, recorded of old.  The frinale
r lations of the deceased make a tour through the
town, morning and night, for a week, beating
their breasts, throwing ashes on their heads, and
displaying every attilicial token of somow.—Har-
mer.

PUNISHMENT OF SAWING ASUNDER.
Matt, xxiv. 51,

<6 dnd shall cut him asunder, and appoint lam hts
portion with the hypocriles®

1r this cxpression be understood in its literal
seasc, it must be an allusion to the terrible pun-
ishment of inflicting death with the saw ; which,
according to tradition, the Prophet Isaiah suff .-
ed. Di. Shaw says, this mcthod of exccuting
cnminals is practised by the western Moors in
Baibary. Calmet says, that this punishment was
not uaknown among the Hebrews. It came ori-
inally from the Petsians or the Chaldeans. It
15 still in usc among the Switzers, and they prac-
tised it not many ycars ogo on onc of their coun-
trymen, guilly of a great crime, in the plain of
Grenclles, near Paris.  They put him into a kind
of coftiny and sawed him 2t length, beginning at
the head, as a picce of wood is sawn.  Parisates,
King of Persia, caused Roxana to be sawn in two
alive. Valerius Maximus says, that the Thra-
cians sometimes made living men undergo this
torture. The laws of the twelve tablés, which
the Romans §ad borrowed from the Greeks, con-
demned cestain crimes to tho punishment of thy

plain proofs before us. The stately 1uins are vi-
sible 1o cvery eyc, that bear in the front (yet ex-

.

saw.—Burder,



