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[AT the rcpcatcd solicitat ions of sevcral gen.
tiemen, wvho have expresscd a %wish to st:e the

by -Alth. BLATCII at tie Hlall of the Mechanies'
institute, on ironday, the l6th January, iii a
printcd forai, we wvaited upon that gentlceman,
and ulhrou-lh his kindncss and coiirtesy arc
enald to give t a place on our pages.]j

LADIES AND GENTI.aaEN

In carryiag out the object of Institutions,
suich as this, within wvhose wvails wc are now
assembicd, divers are the ineans which nuay
be empioycd, to effect the desired resuit; and
mul'iifa.riouis are the subjects, to which the at-
tention of the members may be advantageous-
]y dircîed. The instruction of tixose, whjose
opportunities of acqîîiring knowiedgc have pre-
viotisly been circurnscribcd, the edtication of
the younger branches of the colnmunity, and
tlîe general improvement of Society, by the dif-
fusion of ratîonal information and useful inoiv-
ledge, and by eceitîng a laste for inteliecîntai
pursuits and polishied habits, are the legitimate
end of Mýchlanies' lnstiîlutes; which, tholigh
namctdafter one partîcular class of individuzzls,
yet, in trutb, cînbrace witlin their SCOpe ail
ranks and deg-,rees, evcry age and sex. To fîr-
nisli mental food for so many appetites, to
gratify sucît numerous tastes, and to suit the
necessities or deficiencies of sîîch varions
species of disciples, requires a wide rangeC of
dissertation, a diversî-fied selection of suh)je.tIs
and talents. The higbest flights of scienîific
speculation and oratory iaay flnd delighued
list.eners, in so heterogeneous an assentbiy as
the audience frequeating this lecture-room;
while the simplest and tnost elenîentary prîn-
ciples of the same sciences must be familiarly
explained, for the benefit of others. Tie in-
teresting researches of the hîistorian, the bio-
grapher, the geographerT, the topographier; of
the curious enqiurer int the wondcrs of na-
tural phtlosopliy; of the practical meclîanic,
the grammarian, the eîytnologîst, tlic statis-
tician, and the moral philosopher, miv aIl, in
thecir turn, enlighten and amuse the cniquiring
audîîory; anîd inuimerons as are the subjectsq
which înay thus front tinme t0 urne engape your
attention, so varieus inay bc the talents cmt-
ployel in presentirîg dicta to ynur contempla-
tion. Whîde, tlierefore, your adiration înazy
bc intensely cxcitcd, by the depp learning and

îngcnuity of those wlîo descant l)efore ya:j
inatters of abstrtisirv and profnunldness; (
as the adînirai phlîosoîical antd scier~
lectures to wilicih yoti have so lately liste ý
let a ktîîdlv thouîghit lie also btesiowed )nt
wvho iniister to you in hîliber tlungs.t
in mmid,.that ail, in ilîcîr rlcgrec, endŽ-avol
the liiît of thecir allty, to contribute to~
grratification and iînprovcinent; and thei,1
stead of nicastiring the talents anti capaaiw
ont Lecturer by the standard of timose %v,
distingtuîsih anotiier, yon wiil nierely cons,
whether cach lias acquittcd himself wcell of ý
whici hie iinticrtook to perform; and will
cîde on thue competcncy of ecd individuai
tue exectîtion of bis own self-imposed t:
and not by inteileetual comparison with ohi

li the variety of subjects already alludr£
tiiere arc înany to be found, of hoîneiy naý
but of great practicai utiliiy; rnany miai,
whtch înay considerabiy affect our prtsz
success or comfort îhiroughi life, and %w'
wvould not be cliosen by the mere ma!
science or of elocution, ns tue therne of a
turc ir an oration. Foriuiîatcly, the scnp,
a lielianies' Institute adaits of frc d;-1.
talion on such subordinate thingys as th,
and piacing" myseif, thcrefore, on the pires
occasion, in the rank of huttibler utilitar*imit
wlîom 1 have already claîaed your consîdt
tion, I shail endeavouir, this evening, bo
before you a few lioniely observations ont-:
woN ERrtORS, in a plain Nvay; under the r
vîction, ihiat a candid consideration of il
may result iii somne beneficial cffeQî(s, and r.

in oîn dgre lgitimately prornotc iluat ir.
tai and personal improvernen t which is t
ject of titis Institution.

Society, in.this froc couritry, is nearly ho-
geneous: lucre exists atiiri uts no 1itt
aristocracy, no hc£rcdifei-y elass of clamîtu
to rank orlhonotîrs - the only social distitîr
wvc admit are tixosr ,riçitic fronit fle adv.
litions colabination of eircumstances, to wf.
ai! are hiable, and iliroligli wlîiel ail may
tain elevation. Probi;ty in' rtnoa -

and iî.dustry confer the proîtdesî tules avh
n dignify man ; while iliey arc, in tlîis L

py lantd. tue stirest mentis of proeîîring cý
petence, distinction and res-pect. The roal
public einence and lînnour is open to
classes; te hiumhîlest origin is no bar to Mi
exaltation; and iwhen rectitude and succcss
exertion iînvé piacéd ant itudividunl in flic iî.;
est graie- or society, lie finds there no
couinent distinctions lowcring far abové
newly achieved lionoîtrs butt cor fidcnily cl--


