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Myr. Blateh'’s Lecture on ¢ Common
¥rroxs.”?

[Ar the repeated solicitations of several gen-
tlemen, who have expressed a wish to see the
able Lecture on “ Coxmoy Erruns,” dehvered
by Mr. Bratcn at the Hall of the Mechanies’
Institute, on Monday, the 16th January, in a
printed form, we waited upon that gentleman,
and through lis kindness and courtesy are
enavled to give it a place on our pages. |

LaApies axp GENTLEMEXN :—

In carrying out the object of Institutions,
such as this, withuin whose walls we are now
assembled, divers are the means which may
be employed, to effect the desired result; and
mulifarious are the subjects, to which the at-
tention of the members may be advantageous-
ly directed. The instruction of those, whose
opportunities of acquining knowledge have nre-
viously been circumseribed, the educauon of
the younger branches of the community, and
the general improvementof society, by the dif-
fusion of rational information and useful know-
ledge, and by exciting a taste for mtelicctual
pursuits and polished habits, are the legitimate
end of Mechanics' Institutes; which, thongh
named after one particular class of individusls,
yet, in truth, embrace within their scope all
ranks and degrees, every age and sex.  To fur-
nish mental food for so many appetites, to
gratify such numerous tastes, and to swit the
necessities or deficiencies of such various
species of disciples, requires a wide range of
dissertation, a dwversified sclection of subjects
and talents. The highest fughts of scienufic
specuiation and oratory may find delighted
listeners, in so heterogencous an assembly as
the audience frequenting this lecture-room;
while the simplest and most clementary prin-
ciples of the same sciences must be famuiliarly
explained, for the benefit of others. The in-
teresting researches of the historian, the bio-
grapher, the geographer, the topographer; of
the curious enqurer into the wonders of na-
tural philosophy; of the practical mechanic,
the grammaran, the etymologst, the statis-
tician, and the moral phiosopher, may =all, in
their turn, enbghten and amusc the caquinng
auditory; and aumcrous as are the subjects
which may thus from ume to ime engage your
attention, so varicus may be the talents em-
ployed i presenting them to your contempla-
uon. While, therefore, your admiration may
be ntensely exaited, by the deep learning and
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ingenuity of those who descant before yoy
matters of abstrusity and profoundness ; (s
as the admirablz philosophical and scien
lectures to which you nave so lately liste
tet a kindly thought be also bestowed on t:
who mmister to you in humbler things . §
1in mind, that all, in their degree, endeavoy
the hmit of their ability, to contribute 1o 5
aratfication and improvement; and then,
stead of measuring the talents and capacn
one Lecturer by the standard of those w;
disunguish another, you will merely cons
whether cach hasacquitted himself well of
which he undertook to perform; and will
cide on the competency of each individual
the execution of his own self-imposed
and not by intelleciual comparison with ot

In the variety of subjects already alludn:
there are many to be found, of homely na
but of great practical utility; many nar
which may considerably affect our pers
success or comfort through life, and w:
would not be chosen by the mere ma
science or of elocution, as the theme of a
ture T an oration. Fortunately, the scap]
a Mechanics’ Institute admits of free dis
tation on such subordinate things as th
and placing myself, therefore, on the pres
occasion, in the rank of humbler utilitarians
whom I have already claimed your consid
tion, I shall endeavour, this cvening, to
before you a few honiely observations on«:
MOXN ERRORS, in 2 plain way ; under the
viction, that a candid consideration of 1
may result in some beneficial effeLis, and
in some degree legitimately promote that i
tal and personal improvement which is the
ject of this Institution.

Society, in this free country, is nearly hos
geneous: there exists among us no it
aristocracy, no hereditary class of claims
to rank or honours : the only social distinerd
we admit are those arising fram the add
titious combination of circumstances, to wi
all are liable, and through which all may
tain elevation. Probity, integrity, moral v
and mdustry confer the proudest iitles wh
can dignify man; winle they are, in this i
py land. the surest means of procuring
petence, distinction and respect.  The roa!
public eminence and honour is open to
classes ; the humblest origin is no bar to fi
exaitation; and when reetitude and suce
exertion have placed an individunl in the he
est grades of society, he finds there no
eminent distinctions towermg far above?

nawly achieved honours but cor fidently cl=



