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OTI-ING is more
interesting and at
the saie trne
more instructive
iblan tracing w'ords
to their origin and
noting, the va rious
chiangeýs in mean-
ing whichlimne lias
wrougbrt iii theni.

Language is not a mere invention of
humian skili. Lt is flot sometbing wholiy
accidentai to lîuman nature, otberwvise we
shouid flot be surprised to find human
beings devoid of this means of interchang-
ing thought. If sucli a people exist, tbey
are surel y less than buman, for language
like reason, flows from Godr and tue
former as a consequence of the latter.
But marn did flot receive this divine gift,
wbich alone renders social intercourse
possible, iii ail ils fuiness and peifection,
for froni the words of Moses as recorded
in the second chapter of Genesis, %ve learu,
that wh'at Adam named the living creatures
placcd by God in bis presence, sucb wvas
the naine thereof. So that wve are safe in
concluding, and daily experience proves,
that in addition to tbegift of an imiperfect
lingua<,e, nian lias moreover received the
cpoiver of narning things," wbicb power,

lie bas been using froin the days of Adamn
ta tbe present timie as occasion or neces-
siîy deinanded. Lt shail be tbe object of
tiis brief essay to shz3w, by exai-
pies drawn fromi various sources, bow
naines once given by our ancestors, biave
enîireiy changed ini meaning, and how
words, %vhether given by the users or ac-
cepîed as Uic legacy of others, are faithini
histories of tue past as weil as the present.
We seeni 10 furget tbat our language is a
composite one, cnntaitiing in itseif,
thouglîts, imiages, and feelings of différent
nations. The present alone absorbs aur
attention, oîlîerwise we w~ould flot be con-
tent 10 skmii the surface, knowing fuil well,
tbat beneath lay volumes of his*ory, con-
centrated powcrs, and nurnbcriess moral
lessons, taught by otlîer" men of other
limes. So truc is it tiîat language is the
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"pedigree of nations," that Arcbibishop
Trench ini bis excellent %vork on the bidden
nieanings of %vords, provPs heyond ail
doubt, that fromi a close exarnination of
the Englii language, the early conquest
of I'niland by the Normans, might: be
shoivn wcre every line penned by histor-
tans on this subject iost to tbe p)resent
generation. He bias vcry reasonably con-
ciuded, that the Normans %vere the ruling
race, froin the very evident fact, that ail our
words denoting dignity, state, honor, and
pre-erninence. w'ithî the exception of tbe
wvord king, which is Saxon, are of Norman
French origin. Duke, prince, throne,
royahtv. sovereign, palace, castie, bail, etc.,
ail be.?- the saie stamp, and speak of au-
tboriny and opulence. Contrast these
ivitb our Saxon words, bouse, man, son,
plouglh, spade, wbear, bay, etc., and the
ficts narrated in bistory become more evi-
dent. But by carrying the comparison a
littie fairther we sbail se, that flot onily
%vere the Saxons considered an inferior
peop)le by their Norman coi querors, but
tbat tbey were actu2"'y oppressed by thcm.
Th'uswhvblIe ox, steer, and cow are Saxon, ûcc/,
tbe dressed and prep)arô.d food froin these
,animais beconies Norman. The saine is true
of caif and veal, sheep and mutton, swine
and pork, deer and venison. These are
flot chance words which %vc bave adopted
for convenience saîke ; but silent records of
England's past bistory. Not less signifi-
cant is tbe simple and oft used word /ranZk.
ht too carnies us back mnany centuries and
discioses a remiarkablcecpoch in tbe history
of Gauil, whien tbe Franks, an association
of German tribes establiied theinselves
by force of armis mn that ]and. Despising
the Gauls and tic poor reminent of a
degenerate Roman arrny, they boldiy pro-
claimied thernscives truc invers of frecdom,
honesty and independence. And so, it
carne to pass that the wvord fraizh indicated
not only a national. but also a moral dis-
tinction. Franchise cornes ta us in the
saine mannr, and mean' nothing more
than the exercise of civil liberties. Again
tribl;zation, wlien traced to uts origin dis.
plays a rcmiarkable history. Lt cornes to


