
TIHE OWL.

one of bers, and the great change that xvas
efiected in hin1 was flot more than mo-
mentarily feit in the University. Froude
gave himself but littie trouble in the solu-
tion of the intricate probleras whicb the
religious upheavals of the time threw in
the path of the seekcr after truth. Even
then he scems to have had the very faith
that is in hirn"at present. ln bis addrcss,
already mentioned, he makes light of the
pbilosopby of history by saying that "the
ories shift from ge'neration to generation,
and one ceased to believe in any one of
them." As for bimself, in teaching bis-
tory, bis higbest object, it appears, will be
the one tbat animated Carlyle, wben he
said tbat "the bistory of mankind is the
bistory of its great men ; to flnd out these ;
clean the dirt fromi tbem, and place tbern
upon tbeir proper pedestal." We are
none too sanguine about the thorougbness
witb wbich Mr. Froude will acquit biniself
of bis self-appointed task. ln the case of
Oxford alone, he bas a vast field for the
exercise of wbat energy he stili possesses,
but we rather fancy that bis aim will be to
draw tigbter stili tbe curtain tbat bides
frorn view that brilliant past when Oxford
was nlot only a famed Seat of learning for
England, but the centre of tbougbt and
energy for tbe whole of Europe. Tbese
were the days wben Aemula .Pari*si*eist*s
was Oxford's watcbword, flot in tbe tbou-
sands tbat were accustonied to flock to
ber standard, but in the purity of doctrine,
the solidity of labor, and in the generally
high standard of excellence wbicb so long
characterised tbe Paris university. Bebind
tbat curtain, also, Mr. Froude will see that
galaxy of brilliant intellects from Duns
Scotus to Roger Bacon, and that long list
of titled teachers, masters in ail of the
arts, at whose feet the pupils of every land
sought abiding trutb and'wisdom. It will,
furthermore, be within tbe mission of Ox-
ford's new professor of history to point ou t

*that the very time in whicb she burst forth
*into such extraordinary riclhness- the richi-

est of aIl ber days-was also the time when
the two mendicant orders of St. l)ominic
and ý't. Francis acquired a dominant in-
fluence in tbe university ; the time when
the public examinations for degrees were
held alternately in the bouses of these two
orders. -Domliiius Afaminaio mea is Ox-
ford's motto, and the best that we can
hope froi lier new professor, or ask of
him, is to bonor it and follow àts teaching.
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HARRy DEE- OR MAKING IT OUT. By
-rancis J Fi, . .Benzîg-er B,os.,
iVew JYok. An excellent scboolboy'ý
story, we said, as soon as we beard of
" Harry I)ee," for surely the unqualified
praise thât felI to the lot of " Tomn Play-
fair" and "Percy WAynti," a year ago, iS
sufficient guarantee of the ,excellence of
subsequent stories by the giîted Father
Finn. When it reachcd'us we read it
tbrough witb interest, from cover to cover,
and found it ail that we expec ted. "Harry
Dee " tells bis o wn story, and there is not
.an incident in it that migbt 'not present
itself in the life of any if ourschoolboys,
not aIl of tbem, bowever; nor yet half of
of tbem, would acquit tbeinselves witb
anything like the credit whicb " Harry
Dee " bas won. Our boys are not 10 be
blamcd for this, they do better, as a rule,
than their ideals, but these being devoid
of almiost ail that gocs to make an ideal,
the result cannot but be unsatisfactory.
That no one is more tborougbly convinced
of this than Father Finn bimself is settled
wben we bear one of " Harry Dee's " cotil-
Panio-s speak as follow$ " Wbat we waiit
just now is a good Catbolîc magazine for
boys and girls. 1 nstead of baving Catbolic
writers growl at tbe books boys read, we
must get tbem to write somnetbing that tbey
will read instead. American boys don tcare for translated French stories and 1don't blame them., Tbey want storiesabout themseîves, and tbat's wby they go
to) Oliver Optic and Harry Castlemon.
ItIStead of running these writers dowfl,


