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,way, that lt -wôuld bd ài fài'thx'ag to bave 'h
boy about the bouse -builtb on that plan, lIl,
sec about the.pneuriiattc scat for à'our si4 foty
after Nve have somne levidexceý tbat tliére is a
pnouniatic boy ta Bit on it. I don't thînik 1t'à
fair tliat one inefnber of the family shoulO
have ail the stnootl;riding, and his baby.
brother, mother. and the rost, ho continutilly'
joitcd atnd jarrod by bis 1,11 tenipor and poor
rnomory.'

Ned knew it wvas of: no' use to argue theo
matter, and sa %vent away douhtful as ta
-%ylethcr bis appeal liad donce any g'ood, yo-t
wvitl a, haif for'icd idea in lis4 mind that lits
fathor bad meant thàt lie dould swap a pneu-
matie seat for.bis safety.for a pineuinatic boy
,%vliatevcr that incant. The more hoe thouglil
about it, the plaituer iL hecaîno ta hi4 mind
that this ivas the situation of affairs. Trhe
figure of speech, in whidli lits fathor hadt li~ke-
eiiod hitm ta a safety, stuck in bis fancy.

'l gues.a I ain a lititie rougi antd crusty
somietimes,' hoeadrnitted ta hiniseif in undor-
toue. 'MNaybe'I do miako soini3 joits about
the bouse. I gucss papa inust hiave beard nie
snapping at baby Dick this inorhniug ;for
scratching nmy sebool siate. 1 did mnakç it
protty rougi riding-- for the littie fello.%,1 that's
a fact. And niamima says I corne borne froni
scliool evcry niglit as cross aý; a bcar'

Ned sat stili on the paroi settec for flvo
minutes without even.,whistling or whittling
at a stick, and t.hat uvaa someth ing for hlmi.
Prosontly lie heard stops coming tlirougli the
library. He pricked up his ears ln an instant,
and thon said ta hinîseif:

'Tliere's ruamma coming té romind me
about tliat errand (lown the streo t,I]PU slip
riglit off before shie gotr' a chance ta tell nme a
second titne. I suppose it doos worry lier ta
keepjogging m 'niomory. PAnd with anl ''m.I
going mamma, Id on't orget'-ie scaunpered
Off as fast as his feet corild carry hurn.

lis mother thrust lier heaà througli Lhe
partly opened door, and watchod him disap-
per in a half.surprised way, and thon ronmark-
cd a.side ta, Mr. «Wilson:

1That's encouraging. I didn't su ppose tNed
could possibiy rorncmber ta do anyth ing froni
being told once.'

'Oh:* rosponded Neds fiither': 'niaybe ie's
trying ta relie vo your mind of some of the
joltingiiforgetfii1ness givesit. Ishou ldn't,
be surpriscd if he'd takzen the hint I gave hini,
and you lad ýretty easy tituos, for a day
or two at loast.

Mrs. Wilson didn't understand, and s0 she
had furtlier occasion ta be mystifled over
Ned's unusual thoughtfulness and generosity
before tic day was gane.

He came home bringhng a stick of cady
'HRere 'hoi sald , holding out tire Iiýflr ai

té baby bick. .e

Thi s a.qtèrinato a,, ilis usual
procedure. Ordinariýy, ti, baby teasvçl and
Lte rn other co*d, fn f*i all Sijàiii fdedd;

'and lic then acquieso"d ine-i1yision bygrap
itig three-fouiti ' i oftfie'stcTi? iii his h'alid alid
requiring baby ta brëiilk4 thii sTirtènd it

'ihat's a great deâinie;'arvd.l
niothor, ' titan, ietting ycur, bi-ot her worry mid,
ery ovor it.'-'"

'I guess iL doeà' ride ýtnod fierÉ thtYtX
other way,' agreed « wîhihhtdi. 'T 'n
goittg toqe s IO hostitll au -go izpsaiiS now,
and liang up .thÇp cioles 1, !eft ec;ýtred
,arouttd imv rooni.

Ho starteld ýoff, tiptoeing up.the stairývYT
as carofurfly as hoe could. itttEqrjng.tQ,lhLpseli
"'1 guess petpa'fl thuik this i!4 prctty 'siiiotli
riding. le alwa -s §hvs I àké1t.4iucli ibise'
.as a whole lîvery stable goingc up ftnd.clown
stairs. And thon graiidmam-ot't Jiaveo teli.
mie about hangin'g up my thixgs eîther',- and
that'l savo lier ýome joiting. h' a~ny
jol ting over something I -do ; and I. guesà- 1
ouglit to bo asharnod. baecatise lier boncs.,are
old, and sho liad plenty of trouble with hier
own chidron.'

Dowvn in the library Ned's papa siled ta
'hiisoif as hoe noted the whlole procoeding
evon thougli lie kopt busiiy at work.- 'iý
think,' hoe said, chsting hî's o ye over a cata-
logue of bicycle doalers'niupplies which. .Ned
bail witli a good deal of fore-thougbs ieft. at
lis elbow, 'that the price of thaàt ptioumatic
seat rnay prove onte of tlie best investmehfit
ever nmade.'*c~n

Something in his father's face scnigthe
catailogue encouraged Ned wanderfully; and
it was not long beforo hé mustereci up couilLge
onough to approacli his fatlior's ci ovw, and
demurely suggost, 'I guess it's lieen a littie
smoother round liore lateiy, basn't it papal'

'Don't knowv but it lias,' answored luis
fathor. 'Itseens to me tlatlI haven't.heard
Dick fretting quite sa mueli as usua]; and 1
know that your mother bias been saved quite
a numbor of stops and your grùanduothet' a
groat dleal of, worry, wvhuio I haven't been'-

'Jotoni,' prompted Ned. That's what I eall
it. You soc 1 have been czaying ta mysoîf
tliat I arn a pnournatic boy, and it was xny
business to keep this bouse fron hcing jolted.
Tliat's what a pneumatic scat is for,' hoe
slirewdly concludod.

' I soc,' answered bis fathot'. 'You:ve
sliown me how mudli casier riding %w:iti4 a
pneuniatie scat is, and I guess wve'il have ta
order one to-day N'ith your safetv. We're
willing té be partners wièh yott ini tlii matter
of smooth riding That's a groat deal fairer
tlian ta hav'e ailfthe snuootli riding on ane
sidol, don't you think sa'?

Course,' assented Nod.- Suncay Schooi
Tiines.
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