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is personai, for reason is witliout ineaning to us except M- an
attribute of personality. Therefore, the nature of the moral law
itself enables us to conclude that die Absolute is rational, hience,
ethiical and personal.*

Again, the2 personality of thè Absolute is mnade more evident
by anothier psychological aspect of man's moral consciousness.
Prof. James lias given an interesting anualysis of the self in its
mi-orail and religious phases. In sp)eakingr of wlihat lie calls the
'social ine," lie shiows that we are constantly asking liow othiers
think of us. Vhere i., i desire to be approved by our fellows.
We carry on a constant self-j udgient by imiaginîng how we
look in the eyes of others. But thiis desire for approval fromi
some near and intiînate coinpanion is so vast thiat it beconies
itself a kind of religion. Tis companion wvhose approval is
Sough1lt, is idealized and inagnificd till lie becoines the " great
Comipanioni, " "God," " thle absolute Mind." This relation
betwccn these tîvo selves constitutes the moral relation; this
moral relation is the restraint of one personalîty or self over
anothier, and is the expression of the hiarmony or disharrnony iii
thieir desires.4 If tlhis psycl-ological analysis of our conscious-
ness may be made a guide in our interpretation of the nature of
thie absolute ground of mioral obligation, we again reacli the c -

clusion thiat thus Absolute is persoîîal.
Once more: miany are willing to ground the moral law i

the universe, but find it necessary to stop short of a personal
God, and put in lus place a moral world order. Fichite did this
in lis atternpt to escape whiat lie considered a crude antlîropo-
morphiismn in attribtuting personality to the Absolute. This
nuea.ns no personal God, but a nmoral wvorld order. In reply, we
inay say with Lotze that tlîis moral world order can not be
regarded apart from the world-an unjustiffable, abstraction.
If this moral world order is siniply order, i.e., relations of thiat
-%hîchl exists, it can neyer be thiat wvichl orders, neyer present
itself as one who efaims my personal allegiance. The moral
consciousness docs recognize this t'great, companion,» and a true
philosophy must not overlook this fact. Consequently> F'ichite's
moral world order is only a half-way house to the recognition

*Murray, Hftndbook of EVLiic"s, 358 if.
1-W. James, the Principles of Psychology, 1., 315, 316.


