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A FUNERAL IN THE NORiTH COUNTRY.

Ak TRUE INCIDENT.

Early one Saturday niorning, a rough-looking farmer about
thirty years of age wvas ushered into niy sittingr-room, who said,
with neither " good morning " nor any other preliminaries:
"lWill you tell the parson the funeral is this afternoon at 2
o'clock? "

Having heard. nothiingr previously of an approaching funeral,
and knowing of no death axnong our parisbioners, 1 immnediately
concluded tiat lie hiad been show'n into the wvrong sitting-room,
as the 'Ahurcli of England clergymian lived in the sanie house. I
told iîn that I thoughit he liad made a mistake and tbat I pre-
-sunied it wvas the Churchi of England niinister lie wished to, see.
H1e looked puzzled, said lie dlid not know, eyed his boots steadily
and nervously, and uneasily thrust his bauds into bis pockets,
iminieciately withidraw'ingr themn agrain. At last we heard a step,
and on lookiucg up, saw Mr. G. approaching. The farnier's face
becane radiant as lie exclairned, "- Tha thar's Min!1"

On entering, Mr. G. -%vas greeted with the saine information.
that Il'the funeral is this afternoon at 2 o'clock," to whici hie
replied : "Ohi is the old nman dead ? and when did lie die? "

The Ilold nman " referred to hiad been one of the pioneers
of thiat rougli country, a terrible drunkard and a notable figliter.
Duringr Iis last illness, whvlich extdended over a period of two
years, ail of whichl time lie w'as confined to, bed, lie hiad ample
tirne to repent bis folly, whichi I think lie sincerely did, and
soughit the only forgiveness.

Buit thiere -%vas io, timie for further comment, we had to, start
at once, as the distance to be coveredl was sonie ten or eleven
miiles-, and the roads anything but grood. Away we wvent in our
cart, up-hill and dlown-hill, over bogs, throughl marshes, the fox
often start.ing froin just, beneath the hiorses' feet, and the cryorf
the wild cat continually resounding in our cars.

Arriving at the place where- so, shortly before the Angel o?
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