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THE CRUCIFIXION'PLANT OR CALIXARV
CLOVE R.

0'l' long sincc an exchiange publislbed an account of a

reniarkable plant wbichi grovs and thirives ini various
iparts of Europe. Thle writer can attest froni personal

-experience duat it lias also mrown ini the flower gardens of
Canada.

It is comlnîonly callcd Calvarv Coer en a trefoil,
and said to hiave beein tunkio-,v on the cartb tili the trne
of Our Lord's Crucifixion. It is ,also- called the Plant of
Calvary or the Crown of Tlrnrns. Tradition asserts tliat:
the first of the species sprang up under the feet of Pontitis
Pilate who uinjustl viiodeiinied our Saviour to he crucilied.
After O.ur Lord"s dcathi, the weak and vacillatingr Romnan
Gov-ernor %vent uip the hili of Calvarv, and at eachi step
this strange plant appearcd to relniindà hîi (if his crime.
So savs the old-timie leg"enid.

This '' crown of thirornis " bias tlhrec round leaves,
eachi being stainied ini the centre witli a crinison spot ex-
actlv like a drop of fresh blood. I)uringr the dav they ar-
rantire lîhcnselvcs ini sucli a fo.-rni ihat. to the nîiost incre-
dulous tbey resemble ;i cros.s. \Vien the tlo'vers appear
inii dcir cesn achi onc is starilinglv like a crown of
tbornis. 11v takingr liold of the two ends of the fiwer, it
can he pullcd out nicarlv straighit ; ut ivhen released, it
agrain curîs up in ti hap of a crowvn iviti jaggcd, pro-
truding grecn pt--ints.

àMany historians, botil sa- red and profane, have min-
dioned this strange niieniher of ilhe floral h-isgdoni. An
ancient %vriter asserts that ini bis day, ai tiny v witc cross
could bc seen on eacbi leat, and thiat if onle lootked closelv,
lic cotuld sec a figure lbangingr on1 i. 'l'lie formi on Uie
central leaf was said to bc white, tbose of thc oUîer leaves
being clad in black or red. 1-le also declares that whien

the blssoisappear tefigures gyradtially fade aw ,th
central our riniainiing longrer thanl the otbcrs. 'l'le pre-
sent writer, wliç was verv voting wbien this strange plant
grcw in lher fzthcir's gardenl, docs not remiember noticing
any crosses on the lea-.ves ; slie retains hiowvcr a vcrv
vivid recollectien of ic round, prickly crown and of the


