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STANIES @F NEW BRUNGGGK.

" HE first stamps were issued in August,
!' 1851, and consisted of three varieties,
3 printed in colors upon bluc tinted
3 papor, asg follows. Three pence red, 6
pence yellow and 1 shilling violet, and were
diamond - shaped with the design placed
diagonally across it .

The stamps of this issuc contuin the British
Crown in the centre, with roses above and
Lelow,shamrock atthe left, thistle at the right
numeralsineach corncrand “*New Brunswick’
above the value and ¢ Postage ” Dbelow
and unperforated. A marked similariity he-
tween these stamps and the Nova Scotia
first issue will be noticed, and it is said that
both issues were produced by the same en-
graver. The stamps were manufactured in
Londoa England,andthe colorspresenta very
interesting study,there being some twelveor
fifteen different shadesand remai: el current
untill May 24,1861, with no change except in
cases whore they were cut 9nto twoand cach
half used as a stamp of half the value of the
stamp entire commonly kown as splits.”

Nine years later the decimal system of
currency was introduced, necessitating a
new issue; which appeared in May, 1840,
consisting of six values, the values in cents
and the stamps printed in colors on white
wove paper and perforated. The new
values were as follows : 1, 5,10, 12} and 17
cents. The l-cont contained o picture of a
locomotive in oval surrounded by ¢“New
Brunswiclk-Postage-One-Cent,” numerals in
the corners, and were printed in brown and
violet.

The 5 and 10-cent stamps consisted of a
portrait of Queen Victoria in oval,surround-
ed by “New Brunswick” and values iun
words. Numerals in corners of the 5-cent,
«X” in the upper and ““10” in the lower ;
also “X” above the “10.” Colors green
and vermillion resgectively.

The 124-eamt dark blue consists of a
steamboat in oval, on which “New Bruns.
wick Postage” and the value in letters ap-

1ear, smell figures in the upper corners,
largo oncs in the lower corners and at ke
Lottom the word “cents” in an engraved
lakel.  Of the cevies this one will undoubt-
edly prove scaveer.

The 17-cent  consisted of a portrait of
Brince Albert in a dress of a Highlander in
an oval surrounded by *“*New DBrunswick
Postage,” the value in figures in the cor-
ners, the word **cents” below oval, printed
in black.

In this year the ravezy of all North Am-
erican stamps was issued, and a  brief his-
tory is not out of place.

It apyearsthat the supply of 5-cent stamips
running shert, it was necessary to send to
the mother couniry to obiain a grant
for the printing of a new su) ply.  During
the delay which followed, Mr. Connel, the
then Postmaster, conceived the idea of hav-
ing his own portrait placed ¢n the new 5-
cent, and authorized the Ametican Bank
Note Company to runoft an elition of 5000,
copies, the design being nearly the same as
the regular 5-cent, with the single exeeption
that the figure “5” is repeated twice in the
lower corner.

The fact of Mr. Connell’s portrait heing
upon this stamp, attracted the attention of
the Government, which politely requested
Mr. Connell not to isstie them.  Mr. Con-
nell replie:d that it was his intontion to issuo
them, and that if the command was enfore-
ed he would resign his position. It was
and he di.  The *-Connells,” npon tucte ar-
rival, were cancelledl by the Post-offize
authorities eand never passed the Post-
office.

Genuine perforated copies are extremely
rare, hut proofs on fine proof-paper in brown
arc sold at $3, while a perforated copy
brought $103.00 ut anction recently.

Immediately upon the rejection of the
“Connel” a 3-cont green and also o 2-cent
hrown mdde their appearance, similar in de-
sign to the 5-cent, but with ornamental
work avound oval to complete the rectangle '
with & numeral *2” in circe’e in oach corner.

This stamp was issued for country postage



