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OpeNine oF Tor Lecisnaturs —lna previous
part of tlus day's paper, will be found tho proceedings
of the ncw Parhamcntas far as we have received them;
and we hail the disnussal of the soiemn mochery of
Chaplaw as an omen for good. The $rnucitisa
most uminteresting docunient; and if its spint be acted
upon by our M P s they will not e long in having
the pleasure of mecting their consuituents again at the
Hustings.  Ilw Lxccllency first congratulates the
Houee oa ** the peace and prospenty which pervades
the Province;" —there 12 nothmg unusualin thns.  fle
thon notices the fuillure of the crops and the ficheriey
dasng 1the past year; but that netwithstandwg the
Rovenue has wcreased. e advises economy m the
management of the public purse; and the onty thing ho
exprosses himself porsuaded they will provide for wath
hiberality, 12 the ** aupport of his Majesty’s Govern-
ment.*”  He recommcids to their notice and consider-
ation, ** the improvement of our present defectine
eystemn of approprial g and expending the Road mo-
noy;"" but not one consn'atory word 15 said about er -
couraging out great smews of strength, the agticul.
ture, the fisherics, and education of the Pinvince He
then states that the regularity and good order of many
of the battalions of nuhtia are desersing of great
praise;’’ —this, in a mlitary point of view is very
doubtful. Ané he concludes by the confident hope,
*¢ that the harmeny which has o Jong marked the
legislatine procecdings of this Province, may continue
10 distingwish them.””  Now, although we are lovers
of harmony as much os His Excellency car he, we
nevertheless trust, that our Representatives wiil not
purchase it at the expense of the people’s constiu-
tional rights, as thewr predecessors have in 100 many
instances done. A contemporary has recommended
watchfulness ; we tespond by saying to all the con.
stituency, watch them.

Largst Nws. — By arnvals at New Yotk and
Plutadelphia, London news to the 20th Dec. have
been recesned. By thesc 1t appears that the state of
the money market had materially ymproved, and con-
fidemco was in a great degreo restored. The French
papers are chiefly occupied with lamentations in con.
scquence of *he roverse sustained by Marshal Clausel,
in Afiica; it appears hie Lad tle tementy to march
anto the mtenor with about 7000 men, to attack the

fortificd town of Cunstantna, contanng about 100,000

mhabitanta, But he no sooner reached it, than he
had, from the cffvets of his eneunies activity, and the
veversty of the clunate, to mahe good lus retreat,
leasing howeyer, the most of tus men, cither dead, or
i hospitals.  The French papers speak of aga.nn.
vesting tire place i the sprng with 25,000 men.

It would appeat that the story of the Jefeat and cap-
1ure of Gamez, near Cadiz, which we lately copred
from the Amencan papers was all a hoax. No such
engngement had ever tuhen place; on the contrary,
that bald and enterprismg chief, with lus band of
heraes, had inade a bold dash through the central
Provinces, under the Queen's authorty, to jon therr
adherents o the north.  On the 9.h or 10th of Dec.
he passed the Guadalazara, and on the 1ith he reach-
¢d the Luro withont apposdion.  Ttie said thie divisions

under Generals Clonard, and lizibaren were in pur.
guit of hum.
Noth.ng decisive had occurred betweea the Bellige.

rents in the Nosth of Spawm.

|
Spain was about to recognise the independence of

the new States of South America; and Don Miguel
hiad issued a proclamation from Rome, that bo was
about 10 re-enter Portugal.

1n Eagland, an arrangement had been enmpleted,
for transferning the Packet Establishment of the Post
OWice. 10 the Board of Admuralty,—all contracts for
the former to be under the mansgement of tho Trea-
sury.

Reronsep MAGISTRACY.—In our last number,
wo promusaed to show how two sittings of out Suprome
Courts in each County, could with ease, accomplish
all the business of tho year, and thus disponse with
the Inferior Courts,  We now proceed to sedeem that
pledge.

Aay person, who las taken the pains to observe
the construction of our Provincial Magistracy, must
be convinced, thay the whole gystem ia on a wrong
principle from Leginning 10 eud, and calculated to
defeat the ends of 1its institution. A groater curse
cannot be intlcted on any people, than to give them
an ignorant and avanicious Magistracy, and this Nova
Scotin will never be witliout, so long as the anly pass-
portato the Commission are found teo be in paying
enurt at the Colomal Office at home, to the Execntive
licrs, ot to sutne of their mintons down to the ninety-
minth remove. Ja Nova Scotia, a man may be re-
aprctable, popular, and esomplary in every thing that
|is good and praiseworthy, but these qualities will not
trecommend luin at head juatrters, and therefors he
remains in obscutity.  Assuming it howover as a fact,
that m our present Magistracy, there are many such
worthy men; who does not know, that thers are also
many who make their hundreds a year, by deciding on
accounis and disputes n the privacy of thew own
dwellings, in the crenting of which, they themsclves
bave had no small share. Hore, their procacdings
are as much concealed from the public eve, as that of
the Divan of the Grand Seignor. Many others of
thewn are in that state wlich our countrymen would
indicate by the exptession ** nat worth a groat.”’—
Somo manage to get theie stock duty free. while
others make it a paint of conscience never to pay
their honest debts untif they are sued.

That they are neatly all ignorant of thoselaws they
have sworn faithfully to administer, is a fact; but one
of that kind wiich we conceive to be no great repraach,
smce our laws are at present such a labynnth, that
thero 13 scarcely one cnactment to be found n the
statute books, on which two lawyers would agree.

Without tnying sny claims to originality, as some-
thing of the same kind has been tried in & neighboring !
Colony, and found to work well, we shall now pro--
ceod to point out how, in our opinion, the ends of public
justice would be more effectually secured, lawsuits
dimunsked, and the Magistracy rendered much more
indcpendent and respectable.

To gan these valuable objects, s qualification )
should be fixed by law, either at £—— annualincome,
or at £—— value 1 real estate, free and clearof all |
cumbrance. Their appontment should in all cases |
origmate n’the nomination of the People; they should
serve without fee or emolument, except a small yearly

allowance for stationary; they should endeavour to
settle oil matiers of a wvil nature, that come beforo

them, without pracess; snd when the latter course
| hecame unavo.dable, they should 1ssuc it returnatle
to the County Prothonatory o1 Clerk, by whom all the
usnal fees rhould he charged, and collected for the ure
of the Caunty —fur we do not approve of chieap Law;
when the Country Justice had issued his smnmons, we
would consider that in all cases of debt, lus duty waos
: discharged.  We would then have two County Com
imssioncse, olso nom.nated by the People and con-
: firmed by the cxecutive, who should be men of legal
kunwledge, if to be found within the County, and who
, should hold monthly or semi-monthly Courts, in the
! Court House, to try all civil matters of 2 summary
nature below £2v, and all petty offences.

The petty Commissioners should te paid at tho rate
of ten shillings per day, for each day they actually
' garved; the Justicas for thesr stationary onty; and the

County Clerk for his cxtra services; — the Lulance of
the fees of Court to be apphied for the general uzes of
! the County. .

Without going into detail, these are our leading

views of the Lest made of obtatning the ends of justice,

snd maintaining the authority and dignity of the Laws,

and wo submit them without hegitation, to the Mem-
bers of tho Logislature, anl the public at large; and
we may add, that were an Act passed embracing the
most of thero views, and such other improvements a9
might occur to a number of reflectng men, and sent
home, we have no doubt but it wonld receve tho
Royal Aesent, and bocome the L.aw of the Land.

WE are informed by a person who left Halifux on
Iriday, that, on Thuraday the Houre came to the de-
tezminatiou to reduce the Patliament {rom seven to
four yeats.

W £ rocommond an attentine perusal of the Repnrt
of Pictou Auxziliary Bible Socicty. 1 tina day’s
paper.

A warm fricnd, and Jiberal supporter of the Busle
causc, lias sent us & communication, suggesting that
fanthiful agents in different parts of the county, should
be cntrusted with copies of the British and Foreign
Bible Society’s Reports, and that they shauld hire
thom out at one shilling for each roading. Now
although we doubt tho propriety of hiring them out
for money, we may statc that there are only twelve

' cnpros sent annually to the Pictau Society, these aro

all, excopt ono copy, sent out through the Town and
County, for gratuitous airculation and reading. DBut
we fear, they are often allowed to lie by those into
wiioso hands they are sent, and thus the community
atlarge, are deprived of the benefit that is intended
10 be conferred upon them. Persons who do 8o, woulil
do well to recollect, that it is always an interesting
volumo to the real Christian; and that it isexccedmgly
unjast, when they have perused it themselves, to lock
itup fiom all others, to many of whem, and the Bible
cause generally, it mught prove highly benelicial.
These who do not chose to circula‘e them, will oblige
by returning them to the Secretaries or the Depositary
of the Society.

New BRunswick — Notwithatanding the oppo-
sition which was made Ly the Lumbenng Counties
1o the Gth sectron of the Cwil Last Act, it has pas-
sed both brsnches of the Lemstature unaitered, and
m all probabihty will become Law—the divisten 0
the Legislative Counc.l was 8 to b.

Tus MeTroric PunrNosszxa.—We find we were
misinformed as to the mght of the mngular appear-
ance mentioned in our last, it was Wednesday (not
Thursday) it occurred. By the New Brunswick pa-
pers, we porcone that the nhenonicnon was observed
at St. Joun and St. Andrews, but nowmcution s made
of a meteor having been scen 1n these places ; upnn
further enquining, liowever, wa find the report wo
made last week as totlustuct, 18 confitmed ; the even,
ing was calm, and the sky partia'ly olouded, wlhich
might prevent its being scen i New Brungwick, but
many respectable sdividuals in s County saw it
distinctly at intervals, betwaen the clouds, as it rushe~
¢d with grest velocity through the aimospherc, &
hile to the Northward of this place. [t appeared
as large nnd lummons as the full monn, and emitted
sparks like a rocket on fire. A lintlo biofore it disap-
peared 1n the eastern honizon, it became a besutifu)
purple ; throughaut its whole tract in the Heavens
from N. W. 10 S. E 1t loft a luminous train of hights
which continued for sonic time before it diepersed

The perfect tranquility of the atmosphere, at the
time it was go suddenly and violently disturbed. must
have been the cauce of those beautful coruscations
soon at St. John, and it will be interesting to Meteo-
rologiete to know to what extent such a cause could
produce these effects. The Meteor itself has proba-
bly fallen somewhere in the Atlantic ocoan.

AnoTHER Fire AT S7. Jonn N. B.—~Mr Georgo
Doherty's Brewery, in St. Patrick’s Strcet, was de-
stroyed by Fire, on the night of tbe 31t ult.—no in-
surance.



