
TIIC LITERATUICE OP A NEW COUNTRY.

inerce, and tlîat wcalth grants te ils posscssors
theoboon of loîsuire, tlîat a nev toril is gi ven to
public taste, that thc nation, conscbouzS at Iast
of its owvn successfill progress, deenis that tic
tiffe is coule ta Idtvc lis nine recomucîl on aq'
fair al page as tliat whicli chronicles the glorv of
precediig or contenuporary powcrs, and certain
.spirits, always ready tlor the exigency of every
tixne, step forward with newv-born al.icrizy, and
the Iiterary void is soon fillcd by those eniulous
to, folIo%' tin thcir track, and earn' the ýaîiiC
applause wvh'ch greeed flic efforts of* the first
pioneers.

No nation, even in its earliest stages, was
whlolly destitute aof saine dlescriptio)nol littrary
pretension. WVith the people of' antiquity, the
wandering Bards and strolîng chroniclers of
love, war, or wine, l'ournded tlîe rude and imiper-
fect foundation of a future liter-aturc. In a
new population aof the piresenit age, such a cî.îss
is representeil by the nesapran îriodical
press, which fiflds lis wav int alniost every

civ ~ ~ ~ .1 ildcmîntalib coneiiipor.ineoitsly
wijtli ils carlicst existence, aid( for îiiany years,
longer or shorter according, to the peciiliar
genius of tlie people, forims tie efflieieral but
only record or comment of the ac.ý, &liaracter,
or manners arotînd it. 'Tli nations tlîat liav'Ž
been longest in înaulding to nîatîirity tlir
various elements of greatness, %lio hav e.had
the fiercest strngg-leý, not only with externat
focs, but witliin theinselves before their palicy
ha6 assumed a settlcd shap%ý or Goverrnment
become stable or permanent, have scen tîme
longest pcriod clapse before tlic arts and learro-
ing dared to raise thîcir tzînîd lieads above the
stormy multituîde. Tme Russian, -,occiîpying
a third of the Continent of Europe, lias onîy
,vithin tlîe last fifty years, since civilization

begran te asscrt lier empire over barbarismi, given
any important addition to the gencral litera-
ture of rnanhkind. Slain, torn lor centiies by
Moorish invasion and internai tumnult, lias bcen
almost cqually hackward. Portugal hias inade
stili feover advanccs. Take away from both
hall' a dozen such names as Cervantes or
Carnoeng, and their literarv annals are a blank.
Wcealth rand lcisure, two legritiînatc descendants
of successf'ul industry, must bie found before a
nation exhibits cither of the two classes,
authors or their patrons. Startling exceptions
rnay doubtlcsbe fotnd to this rulebut expe-
rience fully warrants tlîe generality in its

''iecearlv of1 tiiea' a Coloîîy prescrit un
intcreýt1n- field to thme observer of flic risc and
J)rogress oif' national literattre. %Vlîcn a uiii-
lier of fie inhlabitais of' an oid nation abandon
Ilicir blies, aînd eiimîgrzite across on ocean to a

iîrgî,n couintry, (bîey of course bring %vith thcm
tlie leaîling claracteristîcs otf their fltlîer.larid.
L angumage, religioni, lieculiar opîiionis, gencrnlly
reiaun 11inc11liicîi but raanY of the mînor
detriils of' thouglt and cuisoin arc left biclînd
iii tlîe Jaun(itcvgrcw ,in. l>oî>îîlar superstitionti
arc abaiidoned %% ith flic local altars of tlur
ancient faitli op;nions and belief's neyer
tiorouglily tested b3' reason, and nîcrely kept
alive by the constant prcece aof particitiar
natural olîjects or conventionial usages, cannot
bear flic rude transplanting ta a strange sol,-
and the criiigrant in his mca' abode, whilc yet
flic saine mon,, feels hînuself alîinost wholly
frecid froiiî flic aldimîinutive chains of habit"
a% hicli once bouîd ui iuî as strongly as the tîny
reei!les of Lilliput lield down the struggling
Gi iihver.

WVe aIl are aivare hiow strongly every nation-
al literature is tinctîired and iimbticd witli thle
spirits of its carly suiperstitions, tie quaint
fancies or stirriiig recollections of, local iusages
anI coiuvcmtional habits. A Colony tori fromn
its former hoines, and placed un the antipode,
abandons or forgets ail these, and wvhile retaun-
îng sîifficient ofilie parental impress to wvarrant
its lcgitiiîîîacy, invarumbly commences a newv
social existenlce, and entcrs on a ncw era of
rccollcîiou, thoîîglit, and fecsng".

The United States prescrit a striking instance
in illustration of tlic prccdîig rcinarks-
Peopîcîl from almost every civilized nation of
Eýurope, lîow totally have uts citizcns l'argotton
the tliousaud and onie local usages of their
respective colintries, liow complctely have
they meurgcd the shuadowy un the real, blended
tlîe fa-ncîflîl in Uic niatter of fact, and forgotten
the pectiliarities and sectional custoîns of their
former abodes in t-ho stur and bustle of a new
existence. The wild Hlighlander Ieft bis his-
torie recollectuons of clans and feuds wlucn ho
Iost sight of the luilîs of Morven ; the Irish
peasLant droivned lus old superstitions in the
tears t-bat mourned for t-ho "last glimpse of
Erin * and tlîe German st-atkcd coldly through
a Northu Aîuuerican forest, wîthout a thought on
tlie once dIrcaded apparition ai the wild Hunts-
maan, or the spectres of t-be Hartz mountain.-
The country us xuow upwards of two centuricýj


