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SEMI-CENThNNIAL 0F TH-E WOMAN'S
MISSIONARY SOCIETY--1885»1935.

DYV ANN1- IE . MEJ<TISI[.

"Mrs. Elano xill noxv give us a few reiniiscences. Af
th-,e New Brunswick and Princ Edward Island BranchI.*'

Se annouuced the chairman at tire grand celebration
cf the Woman>s Missionary Society. An old lady> xvitlr
sc;ilver-whlite liair and face radiant with ineinories ef
other days, slowly arose. "My decar friends, shie begaîr,
"~IL is net my intention touiglit te give a history of our
Brancbi, but mere]y te mention a few ef tlie lea(lifl
facts that hlave been instrumen)tal. iii its success.

Alloxv nie te carry you back forty-one years, wvlin,
with my little twill sister, I first joiued a Mission Band.
W~e met once a week, and our beloved president, Miss
Joy, Qeeme(l te (le-vote lier w-hole li1e te, Band -weork.
She wa's always the first at the meeting and thc last te
leave, and preved equal te every emergency. On oe
occasion a large number of Liic members were absent.
.Some w'ere eut driviug, somne coasting and skating, and
even the programme committee were reported te be at
a birthday party. Ou hearing this, Miss Joy looked
grievcd and disappointed. In a moment, however, she
was smiling, as uisual, and called the members present;
te tIre .platforîn te takie part iu a Missîonary Bec-a re-
-%view of the work of tho previeus three mouths. Shie
(heu drew on tixe blackboard, a willew troe. The roots
entwined xith, eaclh other woe labcled Sunday-school,
Local Church, Womnan's Missionary Society and General
Mâissionary Society. Thon straiglit throughI thenu all
sire wrote in large letters L-0-V-E. The lirst zicuot; can
the triunk cf the tree stoocl for Mission B3ands, the nexi
('ne Aulxiliaries-a littie larger and biglier up; tire next
l3raueh; tlien, in the centre frein. whcrc te blîegbis
spring, Board. The end of eachi benghi reprcscnted a
Mission Feield, and se explainied tbroungh iwbat ehlannlels,
eur înoncy issenit te forcig'î lands. Wc xvere ail intense-
]y interesteil and really f ~as il -%e %vere comieted.
withi sometbinig. Tpbe meeting eloscd. as ustuel, lit
ivhat xvas cuir surtprise on. rcturiing suddcnly le Ille
class-reem Vo find! our dear ]'î'sident sobbing as if beri
licnrt xveuld br-eak-. We aïsked lier if site wec ill. &'No,
net il] ;> cainle fie faltering reply, -buît se xvcary auit
dishearte'ned. If enly fllc Alnxîhary wolnld feel a h Uic
tesponsible, if cul1y thicy woeld1 I dp jusi a it e. lre
she siffdenly stopped and bCeid lis Vo lorýget thiat sle
hiad spekenl. Foi-geV! titose words are aus neueaîe
the I irst.shot fired in Culba !

Tire foltowing, ycar a great ývaN- eof syi-
patiuy spreail over flic en t ire Branitl for
Ba3nd workers. rlie Auixiliaries begaîr Io sec fluai Ilue
siicepq-. a tîte W. M. S. lepen<led on te f raininig e Ille
yornig-thiat fluc futilre oflicers ot the Auuxiliaory'-s Bloard
and Brandei xvere tIre children. Tbey began te recalize
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the position hield by 1 hle leader of a Circle. They saw
lier standing alone with a limnited supply of literature,
facig lic îneilany Couniter attractions anci sccuhtar sc
tics eager toe laini the tinie and talents of tho nienhir..
and tbiaL strennuous efforts w'ere nlecessary to keet) fluein
%witini te Missionary fold. The ladies begaiu te seca
that their nonthly meeting withi its givPný subjeet an*l1
programme, under the direction of an eIficient, commnit-
tee, was very difrerent froni a weckly meeting of forty
or fifty bright. active and taîkative young children, for
whose instruction, entertainment and bunk accoirnt tlle
pr2sident alone was responsible.

Se the Auxiliaries began te pray not 01113'
for suffering womcui and ebidren in fereigli
lands, but more thian ever thiat tixe brave
young workzers at home miglit hlave sustaining, grace iii
gaiiding arighit tic footsteps of tlxe tender lamnbs. Then
thiey commended, encouraged and uphield the iPresident.
They subseribed for "Palm J3rauch," supplied cake,
eandy, and lemonade wheni neccssary. They attend ail
runtertainmients given by the Band and invited (hem in
a body te assi2t in their concerts and public ineetings.
They appointet. a coilimittee, not only to visit the Band
but te take chargre of the meeting once a mionth-in
short, they becanie as initerested in the welfare of the
Band as a fond mother is interested in the welfare of
a child. Up te that tinie a great deal hiad been wvritteL,
on the necessary qualifications for successful Band
leadership, on hints and sugg(,estions, etc.-telling what
a president must do and niust net de, mu.st say and inu'st
net say, unitil the list of requiremients becoine se appail
ing that very few hnad the moral courage te talce the
position. But. xvhen the Auxiliaries arose te their sense
of obligation it soon. becamie evident thiat any person witlî
oirdinarýy intelligence who loved thie Lord and littie cl-
dlreir,, and said in lier heari, '"Willi Ged's hielp I iill do
flic best 1 a, that person biad the fundamiental quali-
fications for silccessfull Band leadership. Truc, she niny
hiave been discouragcdl at iirst, buit xnitl tue Auxiliarj
at lier back site soonl learneci te apparently sink the
digrnity et bier oflice jute oblivion an]d l)econie as eue .-

Ille e-lil(Id-ye; to hold a tigit reigil and te eonuiiiid
their- respect. Slie sooni lettruicd t() o)peni and (405e tiitý

metnsiroihi>1.yI li ave ne0 favorites, te divide tuep
lIonc>r, eqnaW.llv, t ox ac as nmnaly in ofiee ols possibl1e;
eaul for wee-kiy reports, te examine tlieir books, Io haive
Ille pirograiniine varle(l, te intercest Ille elulidrei n l t
loe.al ehurcii-e xvorlk te âWell lipenl ie lurigblt side cf mnis-
sieni work. eîupbolisizilug tlc met. of Ille thloisauda thiat.
arexcd rallier than Iie iilions tiot, arc muurdered.
Slie le:riied lii lalhe an iuulere.st, iii hIe list letter et a
travelling- sister. and die nexv t<îetl ef a littie brother-
Ibiaecoîne .1cillainted w ifi tlie ditterent bionies and in-
tereste<l ii I lle üildren's pleastires and ambition>-, amin
so wifl tlîirii love and( coqiene.Tese littie nets are
trivial iii 111ieunselves, buit are t îldy stepping( îstenes 1<)
Illte greaier 1-lings For wliei al (bliissyahis ari'
euhilsted ini am~ < itibrougli tue1 iîîflueuee(- et a beio'ved
1h-ýder, àf mnens a devoted intcrest iii thecir worlc. and
very offen i's in a eoiiseeratcd life of service.

(To be ceutinueid.)


